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3 my Miniſtry, eſpecially 

to thoſe by whoſe encou- 
ragement, and at whoſe Requeſt, 
the following Diſcourſes are pub- 
liſhed, they are now dedicated; as 
a grateful acknowledgment of their 


diſtinguiſhing regard and friendſhip, 


\ 7 - and 


O the CoNGREGATION. 


who ſtatedly attend on 


The Dedication. 
and a laſting proof of my affe&tic- 
nate concern, that they may be 
finally approved of God, and happy 


for ever, c 


Tho. Amory. 


THE 


THE 


PREFACE 


HERE ere no Truths more = | 
confeſſedly important, than 'T | 
thoſe which relate to a Future _ 
General Judgment, zone in 
themſelves better fitted firongly 
(0 impreſs the beart of man, and none the 


; 
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The PREFACE. 
firm belief and ſerious confideration of whit 


would have a better influence on our preſor 
temper and conduct, and on our final ever. 
laſting happineſs. This muſt be my Apology, 
for Mering 9 the Publick Diſcourſes » | 

Subject, fo often, and ſo well treated, and u 
hich little new can be expected. 


The Underſ/tandings and the Taſtes of mii 
are very different; for this reaſon different 
repreſentations of the ſame Truths may | 
very uſeful. Tf therefore in the followin: 
Sermons, theſe important Truths are repre 
ſented in a manner pegulzarly adapted to cu. 
vince and affect ſome minds, (which from tt! 
impreſſion they made when preached, the Au- 
thor has ſome room to hope they may) a 
who by the ferrous peruſal of them, ſh 


be excited and determi ned to act mir: 


like accountable and immortal Beings, ani 
Who thus become more acceptable to Gil 
now, and more happy for ever, ill k 
the Author's Apology for” ' complying * with 


the earneſt Deſre of his *Hearers i tl 
| Pub- 


- 


" 
The PREFACE, 


Publication. And that all who read them 
may receive this advantage, 1s the earneſt 
Prayer of the Author, to the God of all 
Grace and Mercy, who would have all 
men to be ſaved. | 
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troduce the final Judgment, and 
of our Lord's glorious coming to 


judge the world. 
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MATT. Av. 31, '32. 


Men the Son of Man fhall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angelt with him, - ſpall 
be fit upon the throne of his glory. And be- 
fore him ſhall be gathered all nations; and 
he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as 

4 ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the 
goats, 


REP HES E words direct our thoughts 
55 to the concluding ſcene of our 


world, the reſurrection of all man- 
CE kind, and their final judgment at 


the tribunal of the Son of God ; a ſubject 
the moſt ſolemn, auguſt, and intereſting of 


A | and 
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of the great events which will in- 


any, in the whole compaſs of truths natural 
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2 The coming of Chriſt 
197 and revealed. For ſurely if any part of q 
13 duration demands our ſerious regard, it mu 
1 be this, wherein we ſhall ſee the Son of 
[ Man, who is alſo the Son of God, deſcend, 
|| ing from heaven * in his own viſible gly 
1 with the glory of his Father, and of all i 
15 holy angels; when we ſhall hear the apf 
: | trump founded to call all mankind from tha 
graves, and from this earth, to meet th 
Lord in the air, ſhall ourſelves be rouzed h 
it, and ſummoned to join the innume. 
able company; and with them appear b. 
fore an impartial and unerring Judge, y 
whom“ the ſecrets of all hearts are open, wh 
will bring every work into judgment with eum 
ſecret thing, and rendering to all according f 
their works, diſtribute everlaſting recompei. 
ces. A period, wherein we muſt hear th: 
dreadful groans and burſt of expiring natur, 
and fee thoſe furious flames every wher 
breaking out, that will put an end to the hs 
bitation of mankind, and to all their work 
on earth; and reduce this now beautiful and 
glorious ſcene to an horrid fiery furnat 
which will be the priſon and the portion d 
thoſe, who have prefered this world to her 
ven; while the ſaints, who on their trul 
have prefered the ſatisfactions of truth, vi: 
1 tue, goodneſs, friendſhip, devotion, and the 
2M prelenct 


Luke ix. 26. 1 Cor, xv. 52. 1 Theſſ. i. U. 
1 Cor. iv. 5. Heb. iv, 13. Eccleſ. xii, 14. Ros 
: 1, 6, — Rev. XX. 15, | 
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preſence of God, ſhall dwell in his preſence; 
and be for ever with the Lord. God grant 
« ye may all ſo contemplate this awful, this 
« certain, this approaching ſcene, that it 
« may never more be abſent from our ſeri- 
« ous thoughts; and may ſo influence our 
« future temper and conduct, as to ingage us 
« with the utmoſt care to avoid whatever 
« would expoſe us to the condemnation of 
« this day; and with the moſt chearful con- 
© ſtant diligence to practiſe whatever will pro- 
cure for us its honours! May not this repre- 
« ſentation of it ſerve to render any, through 
their continually neglecting to provide for 
| © it, more inexcuſable and more wretched 
| * when it comes!” 
As an introduction to this awful ſubject, 1 
ſhall from the Text diſcourſe of the glorious 
coming of the Lord Chrift, at the end of the 
world for the general Judgment, The words 
are ſubjoined to the Parable of the Talents, 
in which our Lord informs us, that as he 
now gives to us in truſt different abilities and 
opportunities for doing good, he will come, 
though after a long time, and call us to an 
account, and reward or puniſh us according 
a we have improved or abuſed our truſt, 
| That his coming will be, for the manner of 
it, moſt grand and awful, he aſſures us v. 31. 
When the Son of Man ſhall come in bis glory, 
and all the Holy angels with bim, then ſhall he 
fit on the throne of his glory, The time ap- 
—. pointed 
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I. I am to deſcribe and prove this gi 
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4 We coming of Chriſt 
pointed for this great event, we learn fr 
the connection of the words with the preceey, 
ing, it will be when the unprofitable þe. 
want is caſt into outer darkneſs, that is, at th 
ſeaſon of the general Judgment, with whig 
the. period of our material world is cloſ 
united, as St. Peter informs us in his Second 
Epiſtle, iii. 10. The following Prop. 
fition therefore is clearly warranted by th 
Tent? of; | 

The Sen of Man ſhall appear at the ent 
the world, in a moſt ſolemn and glorious nu. 
ner, in order to his judging all mankind, 


In diſcourſing on this Propoſition, I would 


I. Deſcribe and prove this glorzous appear 
ance of the Son f Man, at the end 
the world, in order to his judging the 
whole human race. And, 
II. Shew you the 0 of God in thi 

__ diſpenſation, and its practical uſes, 


appearance of the Son of Man, at the ens 
the world, in order to the general Fudge. 
The deſcription and proof of this will be tie 
ſame, for I ſhall ſet before you the accouil 
given of it by our Lord and his Apoſtles, cu 
only certain informers in this great affil; 
who proved by numberleſs great and unden 


able miracles their being commiſſioner ” 
WY 


to judge the World. 5 


God, to reveal theſe great and intereſting 
events to us; events which it is manifeſtly 
worthy the wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of 
the great governor of the world to ordain, 
The deſcription and proof will be comprized 
under the following heads, | 


1, The forerunners of our Lord's coming 
to Judgment will be moſt tremendous, proper 
to ſtrike the minds of men with the deepeſt 
awe, and to introduce the laſt Judgment and 
the end of the world. For, beſides the great 


changes in the moral world, which according 


tothe Prophets and Apoſtles will precede this 
great event, ſuch as the general converſion of 
the Jews, and the coming in of the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles, a more abundant effuſion of the 


holy Spirit, and a general prevalence of pi- 


ety, truth and righteouſneſs through the 
earth; which being in themſelves ſo great 
and wonderful, will raiſe the attention of 
mankind, and being foretold, will lead the 
thoughts of all the honeſt and conſiderate 
forward to the grand concluding tranſactions 
foretold by the ſame inſpired perſons ; be- 
lides theſe changes in the moral world, there 
will be alſo very great alterations in the na- 
tural world introductory to the coming of 

A3 the 


e Ifai, xii, xlv, liv, lvi, lix, &c. Dan. ii. 35, 48. 
Joel it, 28. Rom. xi. 12. — Revel, xviii, IQ, 20, 


dee allo Whitby's Appendix to Rogy, xi. 
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after mentioning Feruſalem's being deſtroyei 


6 The evining of ori 
the Son of God to Judgment. St. Ly 
thus deſcribes the coming of the Son of My, 


and trodden down by the Gentiles, until 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And the 
ſhall be figns in the fun and in the moon, ani 
in the flars; and upon the earth diſtreſs of u. 
tions with perplexity, the ſea and the wy 
roaring; mens bearts failing them for fur 
and for looking after thoſe things which a 
coming upon the earth; for the peers of bu. 
ven ſhall be fhaken. And then ſhall they ft 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds wil 
fprever and great glory. I own what follon 
in St. Luke's goſpel, and the deſcription i 
St. Matthew, xxiv. 29, parallel to thi 
immediately after the tribulation of theſe day 
the ſun ſhall be darkened, and the moon ſiul 
not give her light, and the flars ſhall fall fin 
beaven, &c. primarily refer to- the coming 
of Chriſt to deſtroy, Jeruſalem, and ver 
dreadfully fulfilled in thoſe prodigies which 
uſhered in that deſtruction, in the utter ru 
of the government and people, which t 
ſometimes deſcribed by the Prophets in tht 
figurative ws Feel of the ſun and mom 
ing darkened, and the flars of braven att 
the conſtellations thereof not giving heir light 
&c. and in thoſe tremendous earthquake, 
which according to the cotemporary Jeul 

| | 0• 


4 Puke xxi, 25. * Ifai, xili. 9. xxxiv. 54 
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to judge the World. 7 
HNiſtorian * Joſephus, and the heat ben Hiſto- 
Hani, accompanied and followed the ruin of 
the Jewiſb polity. But then I think "twill 
| be as evident, to any one who compares the 
whole deſcription given by Chriſt here with 
che other ſcriptures, which confeſſedly re- 
late to his final coming to judge the world, 
that our Lord deſigned, in his repreſentation 
of his coming to judge and puniſh the Few:/b 
vation, to typify and repreſent his coming to 
judge the whole world. Compare particu- 
larly his words, Matt. xxiv. 30. Then ſhall 
| appear the fign of the Son of Man in heaven, 
and then ſhall all the tribes of the earth or of 
the land, mourn : and they ſhall ſee the Son of 
Aan coming in the clouds of heaven, with 
ſouer and great glory : with the account of 
his aſcending into heaven on a cloud, Acts 
i. 9, &c. and the aſſurance given by the an- 
gels to his diſciples, that this ſame Jeſus who 
was taken up from them on @ cloud into hea- 
ven, ſhould ſo come in kke manner as they 
had ſeen him go into heaven; and with the 
prophetic declaration of St. ohn, Revel. i. 7. 
Behold, he cometh avith clouds and every eye ſhall 
fee him, and they alſs which pierced him, and 
all the kindreds of the earth ſball wail becauſe 
of him, St. Jobn uſes almoſt the ſame words 
with our Saviour in the paſſage cited from St. 

A4 Matthew. 


L. Xvi. Ixviii. 


Jol. de B. Jud, L. iv, c, 17. Dion, Caſſ. Hiſt. 


8 The coming of Chriſt : 
Matthew. Compare alſo our Lord's worg, 
Matt. xxiv. 31, And he ſhall ſend bis angi, 
or meſſengers, with a great ſound of a trum. 
pet, and they ſhall gather together his eld 
frem the four winds, from one end of heave i 
the other : which words are juſtly interpret! 
of the goſpel's being preached by the Apoſtle; 
the meſſengers of Chriſt, throughout the 
whole Roman empire, and numerous col. 
i}! verts every where gathered into the Chriſti 
1 Church, before the deſtruction of Jeruſal, 
1 Compare theſe, words with the predicten 
| given by our Lord, Matt. xii. 41, &. 
[ which it is confeſſed relates to the end of the 
world, and they will be found fo like to each 
BE other, as to induce one to think our Lord 
Y had both events in his eye, when he pro 
nounced the firſt cited, and deſigned to d- 
{cribe both events, and lead our thoughts i 
both. The Son of Man fhall fend forth li 
angels, and they ſhall gather out of his Ringdii 
ail things that offend, So ſhall it be at {it 
end of the world, the angels ſhall dme furl! 
and fever the wicked from among the juſi, Ti 
1 reſurrection of the juſt, and their being cl 
1 lected into one glorious body, is alſo repre 
4 ſented to be effected at the ſound of a H 
| pet. At the laſt trump, for the trum 
: ſhall found, and the dead be raiſed ingorruft 
| ble, and we ſhall be changed, 
. | 
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Add to this, that we ſhall be able more ea- 
ily to vindicate thoſe bold and lofty expreſſi- 
ons in the Prophets, deſcribing the ruin of a 
nation by the ſun's being darkened, and the 
ſtars falling from heaven, Sc. from the 
charge of being overſtrained, by ſuppoſing, 
that beſides the preſent ruin of a wicked na- 
tion, they were deſigned alſo to ſhadow out 
the final and general deſtruction of all the 
wicked at the end of the world, with the 
awful circumſtances which would attend it. 
And what abſurdity or difficulty is there in 
ſuppoſing, that the divine Spirit, from whom 
all theſe predictions proceeded, and to whoſe 
view the whole ſeries of events lies open, 
{hould deſcribe thoſe leſſer puniſhments and 
judgments of God upon wicked nations, which 
were proofs of his unalterable abhorrence of 
vice and impiety, and earneſts of his judging 
the whole world, and puniſhing all the wick- 
ed, in figures and language that would only 
be verified, to the full, at the final Judgment, 
and might therefore naturally lead mens 


© 1/atab repreſents the deſtruction of Babylon, 
by ſcenes grand and terrible, like thoſe which 


. will precede the laſt Judgment. The day of 


the Lord cometh, the land ſhall be deſolate ; 


ſhall not give their light. The ſun ſhall be 
darkened in bis going forth, and the moon ſhall 


a not 
+ Iſai. Xiti, q 10. | 
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thoughts forward to this grand event. Thus 


the ſtars of heaven and the conſtellations thereof 


10 The coming of Chriſt 
not cauſe her light to ſhine. In the fame 
ſtrain alſo is the prediction of the puniſhment 
of the Jewwr/h nation, delivered by the Pro. 
phet ® Joel, and cited by St. Peter, And] 
will ſhew wonders in the heavens and in th: 
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of ſmoke. 
The fun fhall be turned into darkneſs, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and terrib|: 
day of the Lord come. | 

Add to all this, that theſe ſigns in heaven 
mult neceſſarily go before the burning of the 
world, if, which is moſt highly probable, the 
fubterraneous fires which now frequently break 
out will be employed to effect it; and thoſe 
fires be greater, and their eruptions more fre- 
quent, towards the end of the world, than be- 
Fore . If you read the accounts of any great 
eruptions or earthquakes, you will find almoſi 
all the appearances mentioned by St, Matther 
and St. Lale, produced by the fires under 
ground. The ſun's being turned into darkneſs, ani 
the moon into blood, and the ftars failing to give 
tbeir light, are the natural effects of the ait 
being filled with ſulphureous vapours, forced 
through the pores of the earth in great quan- 
tities by thoſe ſubterraneous fires, betore 
their grand eruption; which of courſe darke! 
the light of the ſun, and cauſe the moon to 
appear as blood, overſpread with a dull red- 
neſs, and quite hide the ſtars. The appear- 

ance 

v Joel ii. 30, 31. Acts ii. 16. — See Phi 

loſ. Tranſact. abridged, Vol. 11. p. 400, &c. 
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to judge the World. 11 
ance of the flars falling from heaven is 
cauſed by the taking fire of thoſe ſulphure- 
ous vapours with which the air is charged, 
and which when fired, appear like falling 
ſtars; and which, as the air is ſtored with 
them in an extraordinary degree, muſt take 
fire more frequently and terribly than uſual. 
And in the account of the laſt great earth- 
quake and eruption in Sicih, you have all 
theſe particulars mentioned as preceding it. 
And as for the other ſign, the ſea and waves 
roaring in an unuſual manner, this is cauſed 
by thoſe fires working under the ocean, and 
making it heave and boil in a dreadful man- 
ner, without the violence of ſtormy winds. 
For the roaring of the waves, when toſſed 
by a ſtorm, is an effect ſo common, as to 
have little in it terrible to mankind. Whereas 
the univerſal d:ffreſs of nations, and men's 
hearts failing them, we all know are the na- 
tural conſequences of earthquakes, when they 
grow frequent, and are violent and exten- 
five, Who that has read the account of a 
great earthquake and fiery eruption, and re- 
vives the idea, but muſt ſhudder at the 
thought, and readily apprehend how dread- 
fal the conſternation will every where be, 
which ſhall uſher in the coming of our Lord, 


fully juſtifying the propriety of thoſe grand 


and aſtoniſhing deſcriptions, and proving 
that they ultimately refer to the coming of 
the Son of Man for the laſt Judgment, and 


will 
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12 The coming of Chrift 
will be then accompliſhed, and beyond our 


preſent - imagination exceeded. It is evident 
therefore that the coming of our Lord to 


judge the world will be moſt tremendous, 


for grandeur and ſolemnity ſuited to the ma. 
jeſty of the judge, and the deſign of his 
coming, when it ſhall be introduced by the 
ſon's being darkened, and the moon turned 
into blood, and the ſtars appearing to fall 
from heaven, the ſea and it's waves roaring, 
and the earth every where trembling, groan- 
ing, and pouring out floods of fire; the rage 
of which, nothing but almighty power can 
reſtrain, from burning the world before it 
deſtined period. "20 
2. Afﬀter theſe alarms given to the world to 
expect and prepare for his coming, the Son of 
Man, who is alſo the Son of God, ſhall de. 
ſcend from heaven in bis own glory, in the 
glory of bis Father, and of all his boly angels, 


and with ten thouſands of his ſaints, How 
grand, how awful, how amazing will be 


the ſcene, when the ſkies ſhall open, and a 
glory pour forth, the ſtreams of which ſhall 
reach our world, and compared to which 
the light and glory of the ſun ſhall appear as 
darkneſs! With what eager curioſity will 
men at firſt turn their eyes towards it, and 
with what terror and confuſion will the 
wicked, overborn by it, hide their faces in 
the duſt! How can guilty mortals ſtand his 

coming, 


Luke ix. 26, Jude 14, 1 Theſſ. iii. 1% 


24 


_— — = 


4 
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coming, before * whoſe. face the earth and 


the ſeas ſhall flee away? For ourLord, clothed 


with his glorified body, ſhall riſe from his 
throne, where he ſits at the right hand of 


God, clouds ſhall form his chariot on which 


herides, borne by the mightieſt angels, while 
thouſands of thouſands of thoſe radiant ſpi- 
rits ſhall march through the gates of. heaven 
before him, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand attend his progreſs, to aſſert his uni: 
verſal dominion, and judge all mankind. + 
If we fix our thoughts awhile on the words 


cited from St. Luke, we may form exalted and 


affecting apprehenſions of the majeſty and 
ſplendor of his appearance. He ſhall come in 
his own glory, The Lord Chriſt, who, though 
the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon, yet for the ſalvation 


of mankind humbled himſelf, partook of fleſb 


and blood, became ſubject to hunger, thirſt 
and wearinefs ; ſubmitted to be perſecuted, 
reproached, ſcourged, ſpit upon, impriſoned, 
crowned with thorns, and nailed to a croſs ; 
he ſhall appear in his own glory, as the only 
begotten of the Father, his well beloved Son, 
and the heir of all things. Behold, he comeib 
with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, and 


they alſo who pierced him ; and all kindreds of 


the earth, who have not obeyed the truth, but 
obeyed unrighteouſneſs, ſhall wail becauſe of 
lim. We may be aided to apprehend in 
ſome 

Kev. xx, 11, | Rev, i, 7. Rom, ii. 8, 


14 The coming of Chriſt 
ſome meaſure how dazling this glory will be, 
by conſidering that it is the glory of the on 
begotten of the Father; and by refleQting on 
the accounts given us in Scripture, of the 
ſplendor of ſome of his appearances to his A- 
poſtles. When in his * frangſiguration on the 
mount he gave three of his diſciples a glimpſe 
of his majeſty, his face did ſhine as the ſim, 
and his ratment was white as the light. When 
he appeared to © Saul to check his perſecution 
of his followers, and to convert him, his 
voice was as thunder, a great light ſhone 
round about Saul, and his company ab: 
the light of the ſun, dazled, blinded, and 
overpowered him; and thoſe awful words, 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me, {mote 
him to the earth. And if his appearance for 
the humbling and converting a ſingle finner 
was thus glorious, how auguſt will his co- 
ming be to deliver all his faints, and puniſh 
all his enemies? When after his aſcenſion to 
heaven he appeared to St. *® Jobn, his bead 
and bis hairs «were white like wooll, as white a 
ſow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire, ani 
his feet like unto fine braſs, as if they burned m 
a furnace, and his voice as the ſoumd of man) 
waters, and his countenance as the ſun ſhining in 
bis flrength. You ce the moſt radiant thing 
in nature are united to repreſent the ſplendor 


of his appearance, which was ſo ſtrong, as k 
ſtrike 


m Matt. xv, 2. a Acts ix. 3, — XXv1i, 13 
Rey. i. 14. 
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en them-who know not God, and that 0 


bis power, 


L 


ſtrike the Apoſtle who beheld it to the ground 
as dead, And if he thus appeared on a, pri- 
vate and leſs important occaſion, to make 
ſome revelations to his beloved diſciple, how 
magnificent, beyond all our imaginations, 
muſt we conclude his coming will be, when 
he ſhall be ſeen in all his glory, and on the 
moſt ſolemn occaſion, to exerciſe the great- 
eſt and moſt important acts of his govern- 
ment, the rewarding or puniſhing the world 
of mankind ; ? when he ſhall come to be glori- 
fied in his ſaints, and admired in all them that 
believe; and in flaming fire to take vengeance 

not 
the goſpel of our Lord Fefus Chriſt ; bo hol 
be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 


X We are to remember alſo, that our Lord 
will not only appear in his 2 glory, 
e but in the glory of his Father, As he is 
11 judge the world by the authority of his 


of the infinite greatneſs and perfection of 


Father, * «who hath committed all judgment 
unto him; that light inacceſſible and full of 
glory which the ſupream majeſty of heaven 
and earth inhabits, and from which he de- 
livers his orders to attending angels, this ſhall 
dignify his Son when he deſcends to Judg- 
ment, Reaſon will aſſure us this muſt be 
conceivably awful and majeſtic, on account 


the 


*2 Theſſ. i, 8. * John v. 22. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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men made perfect, all the ſaints who have fe- 
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God whoſe glory it is; the God, at whoſs 
rebuke the * ſun is darkened, and the pillar, 
of heaven tremble, and who ſealeth up the 
ftars. Who when he manifeſted himſelf in 
a lower degree at mount Sinai to give his 
laws to Iſrael, yet ſuch was his majeſty, 
that the mountains melted and fled from hi 
preſence, thunderings and lightenings pro- 
claimed his deſcent, mount Sinai was alloge. 
ther on a ſmoke, and ſhook greatly, and all the 
camp of Iſrael trembled and cried, let Moſes 
ſheak, and we will hear, but let not Git 
ſpeak with us leaſt wwe die. 

And to fill up the ſolemnity of his appear. 
ance, our Lord ſhall come, not only in his 
own glory, and in the glory of his Father, but 
of all bis holy angels. Theſe, when they hart 


appeared /ingly to deliver ſome meſſage from 


heaven, have * dazled the beholder, and 
overborn his ſenſes. What dazling, what 
over-powering glory muſt then flow from 
millions oft them, dreſt in their utmoſt ſplen- 
dor, to attend and introduce the Son of God 
to our world; who ” fall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming firt, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Feſi 
Chrift ! Finally, to compleat the glory of his 
appearance, his redeemed, the ſpirits of jul 


i1ded 


C Job ix, 7. Xi. 11, * Exod. xix. 18. XX 15 


Dan. x. 5. v 2 Theſk i. 7. 
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ded with him * in Paradiſe, ſhall deſcend 
with him to Judgment, (conſpicuous in thoſe 
ne vehicles with which their ſouls are 
thought to be clothed, while abſent from 
their bodies, See 2 Cor. v. 1, 2.) to reſume 
their bodies, and receive their full reward of 
glory and happineſs. That they ſhall come 
with Chriſt, ſeems plain from their now * re- 
iding with him, from the before cited words 
of St. Jude, and from the encouragement 


St. Paul gives the Theſſalonians, that the 
Would be Habliſbed unblameable in bolt we, 


before God even cur Father, at the coming of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his ſaints ; all his 
its you ſee are to come with him; and that 
in ole ſleep in Feſus God will bring with him. 
Let us conſider further that this grand 


appearance will not only dazzle the eye, 


| 
and through that ſtrike the mind of the 
t beholder, but they ſhall © deſcend from heu- 
1 i'r with a ſhout with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God Thunder- 
iss and lightenings uſhered in the appearance 
ef God to give laws to Iſrael; what awful 
„ ähunderings think you will then proclaim the 
coming of his Son to judge in his name the 
whole world, and determine the eternal ſtates 
{ all? What loud thunders of acclamations 


il then rend the vault of heaven from mil- 
Pons of angels and ſaints! How will the an- 
d B gels 
. Luke xxiii. 43. 2 Cor. v. 8. Philip. 
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gels triumph in the full glories of their below; 
Sovereign, in the utter ſubverſion of the en. 


pire of fin and of death, and in the deftrudtiy 


of the devil, his angels and ſervants! Ar 
how will holy ſouls exult, what acclamatiog 
of joy will they raiſe, when they behold thei 
beloved Redeemer in the height of majeſty an 
univerſal dominion, are witneſſes to his com. 
pleat triumph over fin, and death, and hel 
and are about to receive from him the full x. 
ward of bliſs and immortality *! How greg, 

| hoy 


* Milton's deſcription of the triumphal proceſſion d 
the Son of God is ſo noble, and ſo agreeable with th 
Scripture account of his coming to 85 that! 
cannot help giving it a place in the margin. 


Forth ruſh'd with whirlwind ſound 
The Chariot of Paternal Deity, 8 


Flaſhing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 


Itſelf inftin& with ſpirit, but convoy'd 
By four cherubic ſhapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous, as with ſtars; their bodies all 
And wings were ſet with eyes; with eyes, the whcel 
Of Beril, and careering fires between; 
Over their heads a chryſtal firmament, 
Where on a ſaphir throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the ſhow*ry arch, 
He onward came; far off his coming ſhon, 
Attended with ten thouſand thouſand Saints ; 
And twenty thouſand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were ſeen ; 
He on the wings of Cherub rode ſublime, 
On the chryſtallin ſkie, in Saphir thron'd, 
Illuſtrious far and wide: but by his own 
Firſt ſeen, them unexpected joy ſurpriz'd, 
When the great enſign of Meſfah blaz d. 
Paradiſe Loſt, B. vi. 1. 75% 
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how ſurprizing, and how different, will be 
the effects of this coming of the Son of God, 
in ſetting forth which language and imagina- 
tion fail, and of which every thing that is 
auguſt or ſplendid in our world, when uni- 
ted, will make but a very faint picture. 
How will the ſaints, who ſhall then be living 
on earth, as the bright proceſſion approaches, 
and the ſhouts of the Redeemer's train reach 
their ears more and more diſtinctly, lift up 
their heads with joy, and fee their redemp- 
tion drawing nigh! © See he comes! Our 
« Lord, our Saviour! He whom we have 
« loved and ſerved, for whom we have 
* waited, faithful to him, and for his ſake 
«* enduring labours, reproaches, and perſe- 
* cutions, which will now be infinitely over- 
* paid! Behold, he comes, and his reward is 
with him! Look on him finners, you who 
* late deſpiſed him, his authority and laws, 
inſulted and perſecuted his ſervants, and 
bees WI in (corn aſked us, where is the promiſe of 
' now 1s your pride, your vain boaſts ? 
Tour haughty looks are fallen, and your 
pride buried in the duſt. Our indigna- 
tion againſt your vices, and our reſent- 
ment of the ill treatment you gave us, are 
now changed into pity. — How will you 
' behold his coming, how ſtand his appear- 
nee? Poor wretches!” Then princes ſhall 
ilt themſelyes from their thrones to the 
75% „„ 2 earth, 
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tand? Now a final period is put to all t 


follies, and vices of mankind. The wol 
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20 The coming of Chriſt. 
earth, and their palaces totter and fall, I 
proſperous, the inſulting, the perſecuting 
rants and oppreſſors, the late ſecure and pn 
ſumptuous ſinners, ſhall flee to * the dens a 
caves of the earth, and call upon the mountai 
and rocks to fall on them, and hide them fri 
the face of him that fitteth on the throne, a 
from the wrath of the lamb ; for the great 
of bis wrath is come, and who ſhall be abh! 


-— > — OY Mm. | n * 


pomp and vanity, to all the amuſement 


can pleaſe, and charm, and delude, and thy 
doat no longer. — They are now convince 
effectually convinced, but too late, that ni 
thing deſerved their concern in comparili 
of religion and virtue, which they neglecta 
though the only way of approving themleln 
to this great prince. They now ſee that u 
other pleaſures were vain, but the pleaſur 
ariſing from an obedience to his laws, and: 
ſenſe of his favour ; and that all other bh 
nours, but the honour of his approbatic 
were empty breath, and not worth a thong 
or labour, Now the ſcorning unbelievit 
crew curſe themſelves for their inſults on * 
ligion, and the goſpel of a crucified Jelw 
all their boaſted reaſonings and pompous c 
jections againſt the excellence and divine ar 
thority of his religion vaniſh, nor can the 
any longer cheat themſelves. — But 1 

oul 


© Reyel, vi. 15, 
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ſound of his chariot grows louder and ſtrong- 
cr. — He is come to our earth; a ſacred 
W we overpowers even the good; they can 
W :0 longer bear the tumultuous agitations of 
fear, and hope, and joy; nor the wicked 
their terrors, but all the living die, or ra- 
ther are changed, and by the reſiſtleſs ſplen- 
dor of their Judge, and the awful ſound of 
the laſt trump, are driven at once into their 
new ſtate and manner of being. For, 
3. The Son of God being arrived, ſhall 
W {cat himſelf on a maje/tic throne, the trump of 
| God ſhall ſund and rouge all the dead, who 
at the command of the Judge ſhall reſume 
their bodies, and return to life ; all the V 
ſhall be changed, and the whole human race 
be brought by the angels before the Judgment 
Scat of Chriſt, The Judge's ſeating himjelf on 
his throne is thus deſcribed by St. Jon, as it 
| was ſhown to him in a viſion. And TI /aw a 
great white throne, and bim that fat on it; 
from whoſe face the earth and the heavens 
fled away, and there was found no place for 
them. And ] ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſtand before God; and the books were opened, 
and the dead were judged out of theſe things 
which vere qoritten in the books according to 
their works, In order to this exact judgment 
of all, the Judge being ſeated, the command 
for a general reſurrection (hall be publiſhed 
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22 The coming of Chrift - 
by the Þ voice of an archangel, and by i 
trump of Gd. The manner in which th 
grand order ſhall be pronounced, may h 
learnt from the ſolemnity, with which u 
2rchangel in the Revelations denounce 
great change about to' take place in th 
church and in the world. And I ſaw an. 
ther mighty angel come down from beam 
clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was ujn 
his head, and his face was as it were the ſin 
and his feet as pillars of fire. And be had 
his hand a little book open, and he ſet his rig 
foot upon the fea, and his left foot upon !4 
earth, and cried with a loud voice, as hint 
lion rcareth; and when he had cried, ſem 
thunders uttered their voices. And he lifted 
his hand to heaven, and ſware by bim tis 
liveth for ever and ever, who created hea 
and the things that therein are, and the ear! 
and the things that therein are, and the ſea au 
the things which are therein, that there ſhnii 
be time no longer. With ſuch ſolemnity mi 
we well believe the archangel will proclam 
the period of our world, and a general rc 
rection; and then the Son of God, who! 
& the reſurrection and the life, and to whom lt 
Father hath committed all judgment, wh 
when on earth, faid to! Lazarus dead ani 
buried, Lazarus come forth, and was imme. 
diately obeyed ; this ſame Jeſus according !9 
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F his promiſe ſhall command all the dead to 


eeturn to life, and all the living to appear 
WS with them before his Judgment Seat, and 
call be obeyed. He ſhall cauſe the trump 
BW of God to be ſounded, and its inlivening 
voice ſhall! penetrate the deepeſt caverns of 
WT the carth and ſeas, and ſpread all over the 
W world ; and being attended with an almighty 
energy, ſhall awaken the dead every where, 
end produce a general reſurrection. * The 
W hour is coming, ſays the great Judge himſelf, 
in which all that are in their graves ſhall hear 
in voice, and ſhall come forth. They that have 
W done good to the reſurrettion of life, and they 


bat have done evil unto the reſurrection of 


8 damnation. The trumpet fhall ſound, ſaith * St. 
Paul, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorrupti- 
| ble; that is, all who die in the Lord, for the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : and Chriſt will 
| change their vile bodies, that they may be 
faſhioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the energy whereby he is able fo ſubdue all 
things unto himſelf. Then ſhall their bodies, 
which were ſown in corruption, be raiſed in 
incorruption; which were ſown in diſhonour, 
be raiſed in glory, which were ſown in weak- 
neſs, be raiſed in power ; which were ſown ani- 
mal, be raiſed ſpiritual. For theſe corrupti- 
be muſt put on incorruption, and theſe mortal, 
immortality, This advantageous change be- 

B 4 longs 
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24 The coming of Chriſt 
longs only to the dead in Chriſt, who vil 
welcome the reſurrection, and triumph ini 
But the wicked, though moſt reluctant, yi) 
be forced to reſume their bodies, and com: 
before their Judge. Our Lord aſſures us n 
the place juſt cited, that all who are in they 
graves muſt hear his voice, and come fart, 
and they who have done evil, unto the reſi. 
rection of damnation. * They ſhall awake, ſm; 
Daniel, to ſhame and everlaſting content. 
And the deſcription of the laſt Judgment 
given by St. John includes the reſurrection of 
all, of the wicked, and of the righteon, 
And T jaw the dead, ſmall and great, fl and h. 
fore God, and the books were opened, and an. 
ther book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged by thoſe things whit) 
were written in the books according to thr 
works, And the ſea gave up the dead which um 
in it, and death and the grave delivered up ii! 
dead which were in them; and they were judge! 
every man according to their works, Ani 
whoſoever was not found written in the bu 
life, was caſt into the lake of fire. This is tit 
ſecond death, What particular changes tit 
power of God will make in the bodies of the 
wicked when he raiſes them, the Scriptuits 
have not revealed to us; only this in gencti 
we may conclude, that they will be raiſed 
a condition to endure, for ſo long a ſpace * 
the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of God (bal 

| appoini, 


? Daniel xii. 2. 
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appoint, the torments of that late of fire; 
wherein F they ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from Abe glory of his power : * by bim who 
is able to deſtroy both body and foul in bell. The 
dead being thus raiſed, all who ſhall be found 
alive by our Lord at his coming, will undergo 
ſuch a change, as is neceſſary to qualify them 
to take their proper parts in the tranſactions 
of the great day, and in its important conſe- 
quences. * Behold, ſays an inſpired Apoſtle, 
I ſheto you a myſtery, that is, ſomething before 
a ſecret, but now made known, we /hall not 
all lzep, not all of us true chriſtians, but we 
ſhall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump. This 
change is neceſſary to prepare the righteous 


for their reward ; fince fleſh and blood cannot 


inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth cor- 
ruption inherit incorruption: their corruptible 
bodies therefore muſt put on incorruption, and 


their mortal, immortality. The bodies of the 


wicked, who ſhall be then alive, muſt alſo 
be greatly changed ; that they may be able to 
go through the tranſactions of the laſt great 
day, and to receive their portion in the lake 
of fire, 

The whole human race, who have ever 
lived and acted as moral agents on this globe 
throughout all their generations, being thus 

prepared 


2 Theſl, i. 8, 9. 2 Matt. x. 28, 1 Cor. 
au. 50, 


ut. If it be aſked where can a plain be 
found on this carth, large enough to contain 
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prepared to take their trials, ſhall be brought 
together by the angels before the Judgment 
Seat, and then formed by them into two di. 
ſtinct bodies, * the righteous on the xight band 
of the Judge, and the wicked on his left. Out 
Lord informs us this work will be performed 
by the angels, ſaying; * as the bares are ga- 
tbered and burnt in the fire, ſo ſhall it be at 
the end of the world, The Son of Man fhull 
fend forth his angels, and they ſhall gather ou 
of bis kingdom all things that offend, and then 
which do iniquity; and fhall caſt them into » 
Furnace of fire; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſbing of teeth, Then ſhall the righten 
ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
Father. And again, the angels ſhall come 
forth, and ſever the wicked from among ili 


this vaſt aſſembly, of all who have lived and 
ated upon it for fo many thmwſand years, as 
ſhall paſs from the beginning of the world to 
the concluſion of it? I anſwer, as the carth 
has no plain large enough to contain them, 
it is — probable they will all, by the pow- 
er of God, be lifted up and ſupported in the 
air. That the righteous will, ſeems evident 
from thoſe words of the Apoſtle, that the 
hall be caught up to meet the Lord inthe air; 
and our Saviour you fee informs us, that the 

| ri2hteous 


© Matt, xxv. 33. t Matt, xiti. 4 
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righteous and the wicked ſhall appear to- 
her. 

You have now had a brief ſketch of the 
account given of this great tranſaction in the 
divinely inſpired Scripture, our only certain 
informer. It preſents to our view all man- 
kind, who have ever lived, or who ſhall ever 
live and act as moral agents, preſent before 
the tribunal of Chriſt; and what an im- 
menſe, what an auguſt appearance is here 
The Judge, the only begotten of the Father, 
once incarnate, ſeated on his throne, inveſted 
with his own glory, and with the glory of 
his Father; all his holy angels ſurrounding 
him in all their ſplendor and beauty ; — 
raifed on his right hand the millions of mil- 
lions of his ſaints, and righteous men ſhining 
in their glorified bodies ; — and funk on his 
left all the wicked, their countenances over- 
ſpread with ſhame, confuſion, and horror, 
and ſurrounded by the devil and his angels, 
trembling alſo and expecting their dreadful 
doom, How do all mortal greatneſs and 


ſplendor, the largeſt and moſt pompous 


ſcenes and ſpectacles ſhrink and diſappear, 
when we have in fixed thought and clear proſ- 
pect before us this grand aſſembly ! Here the 
mightieſt emperors are upon a level with 
their meaneſt ſubjects; and if they have 
acted an impious, tyrannical and wicked 
part, and the other a pious and yirtuous one, 


ae funk diſtinguiſhingly below them. No 
| diſtinc- 
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28 The coming of Chrift 
diſtinctions. of quality, birth, or rank; 9 
fortune or wealth, of beauty, ſtrength, wit 
learning or penetration, avail here, All tak 
place according to their moral qualities, thei; 
good or ill improvement of the talents and 
advantages they have poſſeſſed in life. Their 
glory is more diſtinguiſhed, or their ſham: 
more notorious, in proportion as they hay 
been righteous or wicked, pious or ungod. 
ly. This, my friends, will ſoon becom: 
all awful reality, As ſurely as we now lie 
the creatures of a moſt wife and righteous 
God, reaſonable, and free, and accountable, 
and as ſurely as God ſent his Son to be or 
Lawgiver, and hath appointed him to be ou 
Judge, ® of which he hath given aſſurance to al 
men by raiſing him from the dead, fo ſurely mu 
all of us ſoon ſtand betore this great tribunal, 
and every one of us bear a part, happy c. 
wretched, in the awful tranſactions of this 
deciſive day. Certainly then, nothing cou. 
cerns us like this, that we ſpend our remain 
ing life in ſuch a manner, as we ſhall be ab/: 
to anſwer with joy and humble confidence 
before the bar of Chriſt; ſteadily avoidin; 
every indulgence and practice which wi! nc! 
bear the light of this day; and chearfully 
practiſing all thoſe inſtances of piety, good- 
neſs, and charity, which will then be . 
ceived with, * well done good and ſaith ful jc": 


I. 
* . 


* Acts xvii. 31. * Matt, xxv. 21. 
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vant ! As we therefore * call upon the Father, 
who will ſhortly, without reſpect of perſons, 
judge according to every man's work, let us 
paſs the time of our ſejourning here in fear 
and in a diligent preparation for the coming 
of our Lord, When the heavens being on fire 
ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements melt with 
fervent heat, and the earth, and all the works 
that are therein, be burnt up, Which words 
lead our thoughts to the 

4th important article, that theſe great e- 
yents ſhall take place at the end of our world ; 
of which, with the proper improvement of 
this intereſting ſubject; I ſhall treat in the 
next Diicourſe, 
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SERMON I. 


Of the End of the World. 


MATT. . , 22; 


When the Son of Man ſhall come in bis glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then ſhall 
he fit upon the throne of bis glory. And be- 
fore bim ſhall be gathered all nations; and 
he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as 


a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats. 


5 


e N the preceding Diſcourſe on 
"I PS. * theſe words, I undertook to treat 
A = of this Pro poſition — That the 

9105 Son of Man 2 appear at the 
end of the world, in a moſt ſo- 
lemn and glorious manner, in order to his 
judging all mankind. —And that I might 
eſtabliſh your belief of this important truth, 


the coming of your Lord, I propoſed, 
I, To 


and perſuade you to live as thoſe who expect 
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I. To deſcribe and prove this glorious gþ. 
fearance of the Son of Man at the ende 
the world, in order to the general Fu. 
ment, And, 


II. To ſhow you the w:/dom of God dif. . 


coverable in this diſpenſation, and the 
practical uſes of it. 


I. I have in part given you the deſcription 
and proof of this glorious appearance of our 
Lord at the end of the world, in order to his 
judging all the human race, under the three 
following hcads. 3 


1, The forerunners of our Lord's coming 
to Judgment will be moſt tremendous, proper 
to ſtrike the minds of men with the deepeſt 
awe, and to introduce the laſt Judgment, 
and the end of the world. 

2. After theſe alarms given to the world 
to expect and prepare for his coming, the Son 
of Man, who is alſo the Son of God, hall 
deſcend from heaven in his own glory, in the 
glory of his Father, and of all his holy angel, 
and with ten thouſand of his ſaints, : 

3. The Son of God being arrived, ſhall 
ſeat himſelf on a majeſtic throne, the trum 
of God ſhall found and rouge all the dead, 
| who at the command of the Judge ſhall te- 
ſume their bodics, and return to life ; all the 
living ſhall be changed, and the whole hu- 
„ man 


£ 


* 
| 
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man race be brought by the angels before the 
ſudgment Seat of Chriſt, It remains that I 
treat of the 

4th head. This glorious coming of our 
Lord ſhall be at the end of the world, that he 
may judge at once the hole human race. The 
truth of this is evident from various teſtimo- 
nies of revelation ; it will be enough to name 
two or three. The words of our Lotd cited 
fore the tares are gathered and burnt in the 
fire, ſo ſhall it be at the end of this wworld. The 
Son of Man ſhall fend forth his angels, and 
they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity, and 
ſhall caft them into a furnace of fire; there ſhall 
he wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. Then ſhall 
the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in the Ring- 
com of their Farther, My Text alſo is full tb 
this purpoſe; and to name no more, how 
plain and how awful is the declaration of St. 
Peter," * The heavens and the earth which 
ore now, by the ſame word are Rept in ſtore, 
reſerved unto fire, againſt the day of Fudg- 


the Lord will come as a thief in the night ; in 
the which the beavens ſhall paſs away with a 
great noife, and the elements ſhall melt with 
ervent Heat; the earth alſo, and the works 
ſeat are therein, ſhall be burnt up. The pre- 
ent being a ſtate of probation for. al! the 
C children 


Matt. xii, 40. . 


before are expreſs to this purpoſe. As there- 


ment and perdition of ungodly men. The day of 
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children of men, it is moſt reaſonable þ 
think, that the day of Judgment, of diſpe, 
ſing fully and exactly rewards or puniſhmem 
to mankind, ſhould not come, untill 4| 
whoſe natures were ſuited to the frame of th 
preſent world, who were deſigned to 
their ſeveral parts in like circumſtances, a 
amidſt like difhculties and temptations, an 
who were to cultivate the ſanie virtue nf 
piety, and deſigned for the fame haprind, 
till all theſe had paſſed their time of tri 
here, The Judge being equal to the wat 
of judging all mankind at once, and this in 
terpoſnion of his being extraordinarily gr 
and magnificent, it is not reaſonable to ſup 
poſe, that it will be repeated oftner thank 
neceſſary. Beſides, it ſeems in itſelf nf 
reaſonable, that a race of beings, who hax 
acted their part in like circumſtances, wh 
have practiſed the ſame fidelity and obed 
ence, and are intitled to the ſame reward, 
who have indulged the ſame vicious paſſions 
and muſt fink into the ſame miſery, ſhoull 
all appear in Judgment together. The dt. 
vine goodneſs, and love of virtue and piety vil 
be as greatly, nay more glorioufly dilplayel, 
in rewarding at once all obedience of tht 

_ fame kind; and the divine holineſs and ab 
horrence of ſin in condemning moſt publick 
ly, and at once, vice and wickedneſs of tit 
fame kind, as in twenty diſtinct days of beat 
ing and deciding. 
Furthe!, 


| 


ö 
; 
| 
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Further, as God infinitely wiſe, when he 
fert fixed the plan of our world, deter- 
mined the number of men who ſhould take 
their birth from Adam in ſucceſſive genera- 
tions, who according to this determination 
became ® mortal by bis fin, and are reſtored 
again to life through the obedrence unto death 
of the Son of God, the ſecond Adam; it 


to manifeſt a more extenſive reach of thought, 
2s well as fuperior power and goodneſs, to 
deſign and effect, that all who were in- 
volved in the ſame common calamity, and 
who are to be redeemed from it by the ſame 
perſon, ſhould appear at the ſame time; to 
give at once a compleat view of the malignity 


merit, the goodneſs and the power of the Son 
of God, and of the infinite delight which the 
God, © who ig love, takes in rewarding good- 

nels and obedience, | 
Nor is it leſs worthy the wiſdom, benevo- 
lence, and holineſs of the Deity to appoint, 
that the fate of the vifible material world, on 
which we live, ſhould be connected with the 
tate of its inbabitants, and both be conſum- 
mated together, This earth is a ſtage, raiſed 
on purpoſe for mankind to act their parts 
upon it; and when their time of acting is 
over, it 1s of courſe to be taken down, ha- 
C 2 ving 


Adds xv, 18. xvii. 26, 1 Pet. i. 20. b 1 Cor. 
XY, 22, 45. Rom Wo 18. * 1 John iv. 10. 


ſeems moſt worthy the divine wiſdom, and 


of ſin and diſobedience to God, and of the 


* 


2 
— 
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ving fully anſwered the end for which it yy 
erected. Revelation informs us, that upon 
the diſobedience of the firſt pair, an alteratq 

was made in the natura world. When fine. 
tered the moral world, imperfection and nau. 
ral evils took their place in the material worll 
It became the wiſdom and holineſs of Gody 
order, that a place, which would be the cen; 
of imperfect virtue and piety, and of gie 
wickedneſs, ſhould be a ſcene of but imper 
fect pleaſures, and of many evils and pein 
© The earneſt expettation of the creature wi. 
eth for the manifeſtation of the ſons of God 
by a beautiful figure, as the world is fome- 
times ſaid to praiſe God, ſo here with equi 
beauty and propriety, the frame of the world 
may be ſaid to wait for that change in i, 
which is really to be deſired, and which 
deſigned one day to take place, — 


* 


waiteth for the manifeſtation of the jm i 
God. For the creature was made ſubjett f 
vanity, not willingly, but by reaſon of him ui 
hath ſjubjefied the ſame, either the Devil, a 
Adam; and it waiteth in hope ; that the cru 
ture itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the but 
dage of corruption. This interpretation mi) 
receive further light and confirmation, fron 
this declaration of God, when he ſentenca 
Adam for his tranſgrefſion, * Becauſe ti 
haſt hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, a 


haſt eaten of the tree of which 1 Ccommanitd 


thee ſaying, thou ſhalt not eat of it : Ci o 


* Rom, viii, 19, 20. © Genef, ili, 17+ 
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the ground for thy ſake ; in forrow ſhalt thou 
eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns alſo and 
thiſtles ſhall it bring forth unto thee. It is 
evident to one who curiouſly obſerves the pre- 
ſent frame of the world, that though in eve- 
ry part we can diſcover the glorious ſignatures 
of unbounded wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs, yet it is not fitted to be a ſcene of per- 
ſelt happineſs to man; and it wears in a va- 
riety of inſtances the marks of God's diſplea- 
ſure againſt the fins of men, and particularly 
of his * drowning the world, What large 
tracts of the earth are barren, or will yield 
nothing to men, without repeated and obſti- 
nate labours? To how many unpleafing and 
unhealthy changes is the temperature of the 
air ſubject? What one climate is there, which 


peculiar diſadvantages? And how impoſlible 
is it for any man, even the beſt, to be com- 
pleatly happy, as the natural world is now 
conſtituted; even though all mankind ſhould 
conſpire to make him ſo? Theſe and the like 
inſtances, which ſome ; atberftical philoſo- 
phers would urge as objections againſt the Be- 
ing and Providence of God, and the world's 
being formed by,a moſt wiſe and good mind, 


ae, inſtead of objeftions, bright evidences of 
bis wildom, holineſs and goodneſs. It be- 
me the w2/dom and purity of God, to leave 


| Se 3 | In 
See Ray's Phyſ. Theol, Diſc, 2d. Revel. exam- 


\ 135, 


if it has peculiar advantages, has not alſo its 


ned with Candour. v. 1. Dill, 11, See Lucret, L. vs 
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frame, that he might thus rouze the thought, 
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in a world abounding with vice, the token 
of his diſpleaſure in the imperfection of in 


leſs and ſenſual to an apprehenſion of thej 
guilt, and excite a ſtrong concern to recoyet 
the favour of their maker, to cultivate a more 
perfect virtue, and thus to prepare them. 
ſelves for a more happy ſtate, The avi 
goodneſs of God is alſo viſible in this conſtity- 
tion, Mankind not being intended to dyel 
always on this earth, but being on their tri 
for another and higher ſtate of exiſtence, in: 
capacity of cultivating a virtuous and diyine 
temper, and enjoying the ſatisfactions of it in 
a lower degree here, and obliged to prefer 
theſe above all ſenſual and earthly indulger- 
ces, if they would enjoy them in perfe&ion 
in another ſtate ; it manifeſts the divine good- 
neſs, when mankind were ſunk into ſo ſtrony 
an inclination to preſent things, and their ap 
petites to ſenſual good grown fo eager, to 
mix imperfection, pain and diſappointment, 
with external enjoyments, and bodily ple 
tures; to prevent our doating fatally upon 
them, and neglecting the nobler happinck 
for which we were made. Imperfect as the 
world and its enjoy ments ate, yet how fen 
heartily and ſteadily prefef. the fatisfaction 
of knowlege, virtue and devotion, and tre 
the world with a juſt indifference ? How mat} 
are fatally inchanted and ruined by it, thoug! 


its beauty beſo much ſullied, and its * „ 
ed! 
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ged? How many then would be deluded to 
their ruin, how few happy, were this world 
more tempting? The labour neceſſary to get 
proviſions from the earth is a proper correc- 
tive, or preſervative againſt luxury and vice. 
The frequent unwelcome changes in the ex- 
ternal frame of things, naturally diſpoſe to 
ſeek happineſs within ourſelves, in the good 
order and improvement of our minds; and 
to depend for happineſs on a higher and more 
certain cauſe, a more unchanging good, the 
eternal God, and of courſe to qualify our- 
ſelves for his favour by cultivating a diſpoſi- 
tion like his, an habitual preference of what 
is juſt, benevolent, and morally beautiful, 
The evils we are obliged to endure, give alſo 
room for practiſing patience and refignation 
to the divine diſpoſal, and an integrity invin- 
cible by tufferings, and for a tender compaſ- 
hon and a generous charity to the afflicted, 
and thus prepare us for a greater reward, and 
a more exalted happineſs in the end. The 
frame of the world is then you ſee admirably 
ſuited to the preſent ſtate of mankind, as pro- 
bationers for immortality ; and that the ſeem- 
ing blots and imperſections are real beauties, 
and inſtances of conſummate wiſdom to an 
eye which takes inta its view the whole 
plan. But then, as it is an inſtance of the di- 
vine wiſdom and goodneſs to continue this 
ſcene, as long as men, ſubject to imperfec- 
lon and vice, and on their trial for a 


5 more 


„ 
"end ae 1 , , * a 


it, fo theſe ſame attributes require, thy I 


as determined by Revelation, that the day d 
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more perfect ſtate, are to act their parts upon 


ſhould be removed, when the ends are 2. 
{wered for which it was erected. Imperſeg 
as it is, it will be 70 good for the habitation 
of obſtinate condemned finners, who hay 
trifled with the divine mercy, * turned h. 
grace into wantonneſs, and are become th; 
juſt objects of his abhorrence. And every on: 
will grant it is not peryect enough to be à (cy 
of happineſs for thoſe; on whom God il 
pour out the riches of his benignity, hom a 
a vaſt expence he has fitted for compleat fe. 
licity, and wall therefore certainly put in pol. 
ſeſſion of it. "IM | 

It is therefore conſonant to Reaſon, as wel 


Judgment for all mankind ſhould be at the 
end of the world; and that this fabrick 
ſhould be deſtroyed, or quite changed, when 
mankind, for whom it was erected, ſhall be 
removed from it, or intirely changed. We 
are therefore juſtified in regarding thoſe ſub- 
terraneous fires, which now frequently brea 
forth, deform the face of the earth, and pu- 
niſh its wicked inhabitants, as part of tholc 
dreadful magazines, which the divine ven- 
geance hath prepared againſt that day, when 
deluges of flame ſhall every where burſt out, 
overſpread the whole earth, and deſtroy al 
the ſeats and inſtruments of human pride, 

Wer | luxury, 


Jude ver. 4, 


et 
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luxury, and ſenſuality — when cities, pala- 
ces, groves, gardens, flowry fields, hills gent- 
ly riſing clothed with verdure and fruits, and 
pouring down on the valleys beneath them 
ſtreams which inrich every part, delight the 
eye, and charm the ear; when theſe ſhall all 
be loſt in one burning waſte, one horrid uni- 
form blaze — when the immenſe watry 
ſtores of the ocean ſhall evaporate into ſmoke, 
and leave its womb dry, and a prey to the 
prevailing fire — and the everlaſting moun- 
tains crack, totter, fall, and melt away — 
when the wicked under condemnation before 
the tribunal of the Son of God, ſhall with 
regret and deſpair, fee all their hopes and 
means of pleaſure and happineſs periſh — 
and the righteous, with triumph behold this 
imperfect ſcene vaniſhing, and the earth, caſt 
like gold into the fire, to come forth refined, 
ſeparated from all its droſs, and perfect as its 
future inhabitants. 

Let this cloſe the explication and proof of 
the Propoſition with which I began, That 
the Son of Man ſhall appear at the end of 
the world, in a moſt ſolemn and glorious 
manner for the judgment of all mankind. 
Let us now, as perſons moſt nearly intereſted 
in theſe great events, make ſuch ſerious and 
wiſe reflections upon them, as may happily 
nfluence our future conduct, and our ac- 
juital before this grand tribunal. And, 


1. Let 
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meſs, and the face of the moon into blocd, the 
flars appearing to fall from heaven, the | 
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1. Let us admire the wi/d- of God, why 
hath ſo well ſuited the awful preparations ty 
our Lord's coming, and the glory with which 
he ſhall appear, to the greatneſs and pur. 
tance of the diſpenſation, which will then he 
cloſed, and of the change which will thus be 
introduced, It is fit that a day which wil 
determine the fates of millions of millions of 
reaſonable, as to their ſpiritual part, and im. 
mortal beings, for whom this world, with 
all its ſplendid lights and rich furniture wa 
prepared; yea more, for whoſe recovery and 
perſection the Son of God condeſcended u 
leave heaven, become incarnate and die; ii 
was fit that a day, which ſhould cloſe ſuch 
a diſpenſation with the reſurrection and ap- 

arance of all mankind before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, ſhould be thus falemnly uſb- 
ered in; the face of the /un turned into dart. 


and the waves rearing, and mens hearts faith; 
them for fear of the devouring fires every 
where breaking out, and of the approaching 
majeſty of the Son of God, deſcending from 
heaven in his ow? glory, in the glory of h. 
Father, and of all his holy angels and /ain!! 
At the creation of our world, the mornin; 
fears ſung for joy; that is, the angels, who 1! 
their brightneſs may be called morning {tar 


or becauſe they were thought to preſide o 
10 


I Job xxxvili. 7. 
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to guide and move the ſtars of heaven, The 
deſcent of the divine Majeſty to give laws to 
a ſingle nation at mount * Sinai, how awful, 
how ſplendid was it! The birth! of our fu- 
ture Judge was introduced by a new far ap- 
pearing in heaven, and by a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt ſinging and praiſing God. His 
” death alſo, which was greatly ſubſervient 
to the deſign that will be compleated at the 
laſt Judgment, how magnificently was it ſo- 
kmnized! An unuſual darkneſs for hours 
veiled the ſun, the earth ſhook, the rocks rent, 
and the graves were opened, And ſurely it 
is becoming the wiſdom of the ſupreme diſ- 
poſer, to ſuit. the forerunners and attendants 
of our Lord's ſecond coming to the impor- 
tance of the concluding diſpenſation, And I 
appeal to any reaſonable mind, whether any 
ſcenes can be conceived more grand and aw- 
ful, than thoſe which from the ſcripture I 
have repreſented to you, as introducing it ; 
and whether the ſcripture account, as it fills 
all our apprehenfions of greatneſs, does not 
alſo rife above them? It has been obſerved by 
a” fine writer, to the advantage of the Chriſ- 
tan Revelation, and as a proof of the divine 
inſpiration of the author and firſt publiſhers 
of it, how much their accounts of this tre- 
mendous event exceed for ſublimity and gran- 


deur 
\ 


* Exod. ix. 1 Matt, ii, Luke ii. m Matt. 


Win. 45, Luke xxiii, 44 2 Archbiſhop Tillot- 
on, Vol, II, Sec. 57. 
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deur any repreſentations of this ſort, given 
by the moſt elevated genius among the he. 
then, Particularly how low and trifling com. 

red with this, the account given of th; 
Judgment after death by Virgil, who is ye 
allowed by all to have poſſeſſed as great and 
correct an imagination as any Pagan writer 
What are the Styg:an Lake, the Ferryman 
Charon, the Dog Cerberus, the Court of Pluty, 
or the bree Judges of departed fouls, though 
raiſed by all the pomp of metaphors, and 
force of numbers, for majeſty and terror, if 
compared with the accounts of a future Judy 
ment given in the New Teſtament, particu. 
larly with this ſhort account of St. John. Au 
T jaw a great white throne, and him that ſat 
on it, from whoſe face the earth and the bea. 
pens fled away, and there was found na flat 


for them. And I ſaw the dead ſmall ani 


great ſtand before God, and the books were t. 


pened, and another book was opened, which i 


the book of life : and the dead were judged by 


_ the things written in the books according 1 


their works. And the ſea gave up the dial 
which were in it, and death and the grave di 
livered up the dead which were in them; ani 


| they were judged every man according t0 the 


works, Was it not the knowlege of this ex 
cellent Religion, that gave to Milton's port!) 
a nobleneſs and ſublimity, with which 90 


heathen poets can compare? Could the * 
| | c 


15 Aneid. B. VI. & 
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ed Son of a Carpenter, or poor Fiſhermen, de- 


| ſtitute of the improvements of a polite edu- 


cation, have given us ſuch rational and grand 
deſcriptions, if the Son of Man had not alſo 
been the Son of God; and if his Spirit had not 
irradiated and inlarged the minds of his Apo- 


(les? If he who is to bear the chief part 1n 


the tranſactions of this day, had not by them 
informed us of it's real and aſtoniſhing great- 
neſs ? 

2, We may from hence form ſome worthy 
apprehenfions of the dignity, glory, and power 
of our exalted Saviour, who ſhall come thus 
attended to judge the world; and at whoſe 
voice all the dead ſhall riſe; and learn alſo 
the dignity hence reflected on all his Faithful 


ſervants, on all true Chriſtians. Divinely 


great muſt be his dignity, ? e whom the Fa- 
ther hath committed all ſudgment, whom 
all his angels in all their ſplendor attend and 
obey, and I who is Lord both of the dead and 
of the living. To whole authority even death, 
which bounds the power of the mightieſt 
earthly ſovereigns, can ſet no limits, but 
death itfelf is his vaſſal: and they who have 
been a thouſand years dead, and their duſt 
ſcattered to the fartheſt regions of the world, 
are as intirely under his command to puniſh 
or reward, as the living. Equally great muſt 
be his porter, to 10hom the Father hath given 

| | to 


4 John v. 22. Rom. xiv, 10. © John v. 
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to have life in himſelf, and to produce an el. 
fe& like this. — To give life in an inſtant tg 
millions of millions, the creating whom, and 
indowing them with mortal bodies in the 
ſpace of ſome thouſand years, is juſtly reck. 
oned a glorious inſtance of God's almighty 
wer. How immeaſurably great the power 
veſted in the Redeemer, which not only in 
the 7winkling of an eye repairs theſe bodies, 
but renders countleſs numbers of them gbr 
ous, incorruptible, and immortal! A power 
which at once controuls the earth, the ſes, 
the air, and death and hell, and makes all 
conſpire to ſerve the ends, and advance the 
glory of his government! And how great 
will be his glory, when from the ruios of 
the carth and ſea, and the ſpoils of time and 
death, he ſhall raiſe in an inſtant ſo many te- 
gular animated forms; of which an innume- 
rable multitnde ſhall poſſeſs a ſplendor and 
beauty ſuperior to what this world ever faw, 
and reſembling the glories of their ſovereign; 
and the whole collection wait his diſpoſal 
with the profoundeſt awe and ſubmiſſion, 
and by his word be determined to confum- 
mate happineſs or miſery ! Who ever read 
the relation of the army with which XN 
invaded Greece, conſiſting, according to the 
' Hi/tortan, of near fwo millions of men, 
without a ſecret aſtoniſhment at the power 
of a mortal; who could have ſo great a _ 
| of 


{ Herodotus L. VII. 
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ber of his fellows at his diſpoſal, and ready 
at all hazards to gratify his pleaſure, and even 
acrifice their lives? But what is the majeſty 
of this prince, or what are theſe ſubjects, to | 
the majeſty and ſubjects of the Redeemer ? 
The dominion of Xerxes was ſhort lived at 
the longeſt, and liable to be broken or over- 
turned by the inconſtancy and treachery of | 
his ſubjects, or by the courage or policy of 
others; and during his command he was 
obliged to the folly, ambition, or covetouſ- | 
neſs of ſome, for the ſubjection of the reſt, ' 
Whereas the power of the Redeemer is veſted "i 
in himſelf, and is abſolute; ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand of angels, who excel in 
wiſdom and ſtrength, are intirely devoted to 
him; and all the millions of millions of 
mankind, including Xerxes, and every other 
lovereign, depend wholly for life and happi- 
ne!s on his pleaſure, His dominion alſo is 
everlaſting, and he cannot only command 
them while alive, but raiſe them from the 
dead, and diſpoſe of all for eternity, as to him 

ſeems beſt, | 
Ia conſequence of this, how great is the 
dignity and happineſs of all true Chriſtians, 
who are related to this auguſt monarch, as 
members to their head, as friends and favou- 
res to their great maſter; yea, who are in- 
dulged by him in the title of © Brethren ! 
With reaſon may they value chemſelves on 
: this 


John xx. 17. 
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his relation, and with zeal and fidelit 
ſhould they endeavour to act up to it. With 
what indifference may they look down on the 
| grandeur of the world, on kings, on every 
| thing that has the appearance of magnif- 
| cence, when it would tempt them from 
their allegiance to the King of Kings, or ter. 
= rity them into ſin: when it would ſtand in 
| competition with the honour of being ap- 
| proved by this glorious ſovereign now, and 

publickly owned, and eternally rewarſd 
| by him hereafter! Jt would not have been 
| a thouſandeh part ſo much beneath the f. 
| vourite of the Perſian monarch, or beneath 
| Xerxes bimſelf, to flatter the meaneſt Gre. 
I. cian, and tremble at his frown, as it is be- 
neath a Chriſtian to be overawed by vice, 
though clothed with the imperial purple, and 
f to ſuffer the ſmiles or frowns of ſuch a prince 
| to take him off from his regards and obedi- 
1 ence to the Lord of life. Let me add, what 
terror does this greatneſs and power of ov! 
| Lord ſpeak to all the unfaithful and wicked! 
| Though you take ſhelter in death, in the 
bottom of the ſeas, or the depths of the earth, 
and the parts that once compoſed your bo. 
dies be ſcattered to the moſt diſtant extremi- 
ties of the world, you cannot thus eſcape his 
| vengeance, When he ſpeaks the word, the 
1 earth, the ſea, the grave, ſhall yield you to 
his juſtice, 
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z. We may hence learn how acceptable to 
| God are piety and goodneſs, the reſurrection 
of all mankind to life, being the reward 
| zranted to the perfection of theſe in our Sa- 
viour, to his perfect obedience unto death. 
When we read, that by the wilful tranſgreſ- 
fon of the firſt parents of mankind death en- 


tered, and prevailed over all their progeny, 


a ſecret horror overſpreads our minds, and 
we tremble at the thought of a God ſo averſe 
to diſobedience, The reſurtection of all man- 
kind to life yields a demonſtration equally 
clear, and infinitely more amiable, of the 
holineſs of God, of his love to piety and 
goodneſs in man, and his delight to reward 
tiem; who as he puniſhed the diſebedience 
of the firſt Adam with death to himſelf and all 
his deſcendants, rewards the perfect holineſs 
and obedience of the ſecond, with granting 
him a power to reſtore all mankind to a life 
they loſt, and to a capacity of rendering this 
lic everlaſting, and compleatly happy. For 
a in or by Adam all die, jo by Chriſt ſhall all 
e made alive. And as by one man's diſobedi- 
ence, many, that is the whole human race, 
e made ſinners, ſubjected to death the pu- 
ilhment of Adam's fin, and thus treated as 


lnners, /o by one man's obedience ſhall many, 


the fame number who were made linners by 


Adam's diſobedience, all mankind, be made 


begun; be reſtored to life the reward of 
* D rignte- 
1 Cor. xy, 22, Rom. v. 18, 19. 


— 
— 


N _—— i — 8 
— — — 


ͤ——: p . rr rm —— : ————ßjðH 


particularly his dying for their ſalvation, i 
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righteouſneſs, thus treated as righteous, 2d 
in their reſurrection be freed from all appen. 
ance of ſharing in Adam's fin, and ſtand or fi 
for eternity by their own obedience or diſche, 
ence, being ſentenced ” according 79 what ty 
themſekves have done, every one in bis bg 
whether good or bad. Thus as by the fins 
of one, judgment came upon all men io ©. 
demnation, even ſo by the righteouſneſi rf a 
the free gift came upon all men unto juſtia 
tion of life. How greatly muſt Goa low 
piety and goodneſs, who rewards the peri 
obedience of the Redeemer, his intire lovc ad 
devotedneſs to his Father, and his generoy 
goodneſs and compaſſion to mankind, zl 


ſo illuſtrious a manner, as on account of thi 
to reſtore the world Adam had ruine! 
What greater evidence can the Deity give d 
his love to holineſs than this, wherein we ſez 
Omnipotence exerted, and as it were lar. 
ing, to repair, in an inſtant, all the ruin tie 
ſin of man had introduced, and making al 
nature to concur to evidence his approbation 
of the perfection of holineſs in his Son wait 
fleſh, and to reward it? It is not on a 
count of his relation to the Father as his on! 
begotten Son, that he thus honours hm, 
but * becauſe he humbled himſelf, and vecant 
obedient unto death, even the death of the ci 
This God is unchangeable in his love =Y 

| ines 
w 2 Cor. v. 10. Philip. ii. 8. 
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neſs and goodneſs. What encouragement 
bare we then to imitate the piety, purity, and 
enerous benevolence of the Redeemer, being 
afured, that the God who ſo gloriouſly re- 
warded theſe diſpoſitions in his Son, will e- 
nually reward them in us, in proportion to 
the exactneſs of our imitation. As nearly as 
we reſemble the Son in thoſe virtues, ſo neat- 
I; ſhall we reſemble him in glory and bliſs. 
To bim that overcometh, ſaith our Maſter, 
will I give to fit with me on my throne, as 1 
prercame, and am ſet down with my Father in 
bis throne, Therefore, 

4. The glory and dignity to which our 
Lord is raiſed, and in which he ſhall come 
to judge the world, ſhould excite chriſtians 
to a chearful imitation of their Lord in do- 
ing good, and promoting his intereſt amidſt 
grace and ſufferings; and ſhould arm them 
ppainſt all the approaches and terrors of the 
world, againſt the contempt with which the 
uthor of our Religion, his Religion, and the 
Incere profeſſors. of it, are treated by the 
preat, and powerful, and reputed wiſe ; and | 
peanſt all thoſe ſufferings, to which our ad- 
erence to him, and the diſcharge of our du- 
may expoſe us. The diſciples of our Lord 
it firſt thought it a hard faying, that they 
paſt * ?ake up their croſs and follow him, and | 
be content, though deſpiſed, ill treated, and 4 
periecuted, and always poor and in want, on | 
2 account 


| 
| 
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Revell i. 3. 2 Matt. x. 38. xv1, 21 | 
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fit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Tiras! 


was not a reaſonable opinion, choice d 
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account of their devotedneſs to their Maſter 
and hearty proſecution of the moſt oeqerg; 
deſign of the temporal and eternal bapp ne 
of mankind. And they were ſcangalized y 
their Maſter's croſs, that the Son of Gy 
ſhould be delis vered into the hands of «ich 
men, be ſcourged, ſpit upon, crucified, m 
numbered with ares. But theſe prey, 
dices held them no longer than their ig 
rance of the ſecond coming of our Lord, and 
the honours and rewards his faithful {lon 
ers would then receive. When they ful 
underſtood our Saviour's promiſe, * 1! ur 
they who have continued with me in my lens. 
tions, and I appoint unto you a kingdom, ain 
Father bath appointed unto me; and ye ſul 


when they fully underſtood and firm ly he. 
lieved the deſign of his coming in the (ii 
of heaven with power and great glory, hu 
» they who pierced him ſhould mourn, ind they 
who inſulted him be humbled in the dull; 
they were then no longer offended at the c 
of Chriſt, but oloried 3 in it, and in their ſub 
ferings for his fake, and © Chriſt crucifies u 
them was 1e a7 ſtarr of God, and the poor 
God. And let any one wha conſiders whi 
has been repreſented of the glorious com 
of Chriſt to Judgment, lay, whether tl 


| "ai \ 


0 5 . R ( of 
Luke xxil. 28. d Revel. i. 7. 10 
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practice. What though it may be our lot to 
hire in an age, when our Religion is inſulted by 
the men of ſneer and banter, who fit in the 
ſ-at of the ſcornful ; what though we may 
be treated as poor ſpirited timorous enthuſi- 
alts, for regarding the laws of Chriſt, imita- 
ting his virtues, abſtaining from indulgences 1 
forbidden by him, and zealouſly ſerving his 1 
intereſts; what though the great and power- 
ful deſpiſe and treat with injuries a Religion, 
which would lay low their pride, curb their 
power, and reſtrain their licentious paſſions; 4 
and hate thoſe, who by profeſſing and prac- 
tiing this Religion, are a continual reproof 
and torment to them: what though we 
may be almoſt alone in the profeſſion and 
WT practice of genuine Chriſtianity, in the imi- | 
tation of our Lord in piety, reſignation, hu- 
„nie, beneficence, and a ſteady preference 
(che ſatisfactions of goodneſs and devotion, 
„ot the honour of God, and the intereſts of 
bur Redeemer, before the pomp, pleaſures, | 
c riches of the world, and be pointed at as 
tools for our choice; what a trifle is all this 
to one, who has in his eye the abaſement and 
glories of his great Maſter, and the ſolemn 
pomp of the laſt day! When a new ſcene | 
hall take place, when they who ſcoffing ſaid, | 
where is the promiſe of his coming, ſhall cry | 
to the rochs to fall ou them, and hide them from | 
bis face, and from his wrath, When they 
D 3 who | 
2 Pet, iii. 4, Rev. vi. 16, 17. 
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account of their devotedneſs to their Maſt, 
and hearty proſecution of the moſt gener 
deſign of the temporal and eternal happine 
of mankind. And they were ſcandalized y 
their Maſter's croſs, that the Son of 00 
ſhould be delivered into the hands of wid 
men, be ſcourged, ſpit upon, crucified, ml 
numbered with tranſgreſſcrs. But theſe prey, 
dices held them no longer than their ige 
rance of the ſecond coming of our Lord, an 
the honours and rewards his faithful follo. 
ers would then receive. When they ful 
underſtood our Saviour's promiſe, * 1? ur 
they who have continued with me in my temjia 
tions, and I appoint unto you a kingdom, asm 
Father hath appointed unto me; and ye ſil 


when they fully underſtood and firmly be. 
lieved the deſign of his coming in the ui 
of heaven with power and great glory, tha 
> they who pierced him ſhould mourn, and they 
who inſulted him be humbled in the Cul; 
they were then no longer offended at the c 
of Chriſt, but gloried in it, and in their wu 
ferings for his ſake, and © Chriſt crucifes u 
them was Fe 10iſdom of God, and the pe 
God. And let any one who conſiders wit 
has been repreſented of the glorious com 
of Chriſt to Judgment, ſay, whether ty 
was not a reaſonable opinion, choice an 

practice 
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practice. What though it may be our lot to 
live in an age, when our Religion is inſulted 
the men of ſucer and banter, who fit in the 
ſeat of the ſcornful ; what though we may 
be treated as poor ſpirited timorous enthuſi- 
aſts, for regarding the laws of Chriſt, imita- 
ting his virtues, abſtaining from indulgences 
forbidden by him, and zealouſly ſerving his 
intereſts ; what though the great and power- 
ful deſpiſe and treat with injuries a Religion, 
which would lay low their pride, curb their 
power, and reſtrain their licentious paſſions; 
\ WH 20d hate thoſe, who by profeſſing and prac- 
tiing this Religion, are a continual reproof 
and torment to them: what though we 
may be almoſt alone in the profeſſion and 
practice of genuine Chriſtianity, in the imi- 
tation of our Lord in piety, reſignation, hu- 
„oy, beneficence, and a ſteady preference 
of the ſatisfactions of goodneſs and devotion, 
„ck the honour of God, and the intereſts of 
bur Redeemer, before the pomp, pleaſures, 
or riches of the world, and be pointed at as 
tools for our choice; what a trifle is all this 
to one, who has in his eye the abaſement and 
gories of his great Maſter, and the ſolemn 
pomp of the laſt day! When a new ſcene 
| hall take place, when they who ſcoffing ſaid, 
' where is the promiſe of bis coming, ſhall cr 
to the rocks to fall on them, and hide them from 


6 f Pet, lit, 4. Rev. vi. 16, 17. 


his face, and from his wrath, When they 
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who treated us as fools for preferring why 
God approved, for imitating his Son, ay 
deſpiſing the allurements of the world, (1 
hang their heads with confuſion and aſtonih 
ment at their own folly ; and by the vyiſk; 
deſpair, which is the fruit of their condug 
own the wiſdom of ours, which was the 0p- 
poſite of theirs. When the late great me 
and princes and mighty men, who faid, |x 
us break his bands aſunder, and caſt his yi, 


pearing before his throne as ſubmiſſive, and 
as deſtitute of all ſupport and diſtinction x 
their meaneſt vaſſals, and receive a diſgric 
reat as their abuſed power and influence 
hen millions of attendant angels ſhall crown 
with their approbation the faithful ſervants 
Chriſt, and abundantly compenſate them fer 
any reproaches now caſt upon them, yea 
when all wicked men and devils ſhall a. 
prove them. Good God, what a mere ti 
fle is all the honour or diſgrace of the preſet 
life, compared with the honours or infawy d 
the laſt day! How cheaply are its glories put 
chaſed, by ſuffering perſecution and contempt 
here! How happy they who dare to mitt 
the example of the Son of God; and wit 
being conformed to his humiliation and (ut 
ferings, are aſſured of being conformed ali 
to his glory and bleſſedneſs! The miſtaken 
apprehenſions of men cannot alter the real 
nature of things. Men's ſay ing there ; , 
; | | 7005 
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God, or that Jeſus is not the Son of God, 
vill not deſtroy the exiſtence of God, or the 
relation of Jeſus to him. And men's deſpi- 
ang the warnings of his appearance will not 
prevent? his coming at the time appointed, 
in faming fire to take vengeance on thoſe who 
knw not God, and who obey not the Goſpel of 


lis don. 
We may learn hence the dignity and 


8 

excellence of the chriſtian diſpenſation, which 
„hall not receive a period but with the world; 
bor until the happineſs of all who ſhall be 


meet for life eternal is accompliſhed, The 
f Apofile urges it with juſtice, as an argument 
of the excellence of the Goſpel above the 
Law, that the Law was deſigned only to in- 
troduce the other, and to vaniſh at its appear- 
ing; to maintain for a while the knowledge 
and worſhip of the true God in the world, 
and by its precepts, ſacrifices, and other rites 


viour, and to prepare them for receiving 
him. Whereas the Goſpel, as it exceeded 
the Law and all other Revelations in the dig- 
nity of the perſon by whom it was revealed, 
ſo alſo in the nobleneſs of its deſign, and the 
perpetuity of its duration, Till the ſun 
ceales to riſe or ſet, or this carth to revolve 


a0 regularly around it, till ſummer and winter 
aken Mfceaſe their ſucceſſion, and till mankind ceaſe 
| real | D 4 to 
1s 06 * The, . . See the Epiſtle to the H- 


u, and Galatians, ch. ili. and iv. 


to make men ſenſible of their need of a Sa- 


'56 Of the End of the Werld. 


to live on this world as probationers for i 
perfection of goodneſs, and of happing, 
the Goſpel inſtitution ſhall not ceaſe, ay 
when it ceaſes, it is not as imperfect, yy 
incapable of anſwering its great end,  ; 
giving place to any other, but becauſe tþ 
ſcheme of God for the happineſs of mai 
then filled up; and all meet for it are ſel 
for life eternal. It is reckoned a mark «th; 
ſuperior genius of ſome * Writers, and i; 
praiſe conferred on their uncommon metit 
that their writings have long ſurvived then 
and ſhall live as long as the world. Thi 
honour belongs to the Goſpel, not only d 
account of the excellence of its doctrines and 
precepts, which will cauſe it to be read, be 
lieved, and obeyed, as long as there is gol 
ſenſe or virtue in the world; but the fatc d 
the natural world is linked with that of the 
Goſpel, and this great machine ſhall a. 
longer be preſerved 1n its order and motions 
when the purpoſes of the other are anſwere!, 
With what regard ſhould this inſpire us {i 
thoſe divine writings; with what care ſhould 
we ſtudy them, and govern our conduct by 
their directions, eſteeming it of the greatil 
importance to ourſelves to fall in with the 
great deſign, when they contain the laft and 

„ 


Then all the wide extended ſkie, 6 
And all the harmonious Worlds on bigh, ( 
And Virgil's ſacred Work ſhall die. 4 
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moſt perfect ſcheme of infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs for our eternal felicity ; and when 
not only we ourſelves ſhall be determined to 
immortal bliſs, or everlaſting deſtruction, b 
their deciſions, but the fate of all the material 
and animal world hangs upon it ? 

6. That this world ſhall have a period, 
when our Lord comes to Judgment, ſhould 
ingage us to admire and imitate the wiſdom 
of thoſe, who chuſe their happineſs in the di- 
vine favour, in an imitation of the virtues of 
his Son now, and in a ſhare in his honours 
and rewards at laſt; a happineſs which ſhall 
then commence in its full perfection to en- 
dure for ever, when the happineſs of the ſen- 
ſual worldling ſhall for ever end. Know vain 
man who makeſt this world thy God, who 
preferreſt the pleaſures of wealth before the 
ſatisfactions of piety, juſtice, and charity; 
the indulgences of ſenſuality before the ſatiſ- 
fictions of devotion, of the love and reſem- 
blance of the Deity, and of a mind raiſed 
above fleſhly and periſhing purſuits; and 
who preferreſt the pomp of this world, and 
making a figure at preſent in the eyes of ill- 
judging mortals, before the honour of the di- 
vine approbation, before the ſatisfactions and 
triumphs of conſcious goodneſs, and the glo- 
dies of the great day, and of immortality, 
Know vain man, thou ſhalt not only be 
removed by death from the portion and ha 
pines thou haſt choſen, thy ſoul ſhall be di- 


veſted 
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veſted of all its real and imaginary good, and 
turned naked and deſtitute into the inviſible 
world, to pine and languiſh till the day of 
Judgment; but thy God itſelf, the object of 
thy deſires, hopes and labours, ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed; to cut thee off from any vain hopes of 
happineſs in a return to it, this world ſhall 
be burnt up. And what wilt thou then do? 
Say now, who is the 20%, who the happie/} 
man? Is not he ſo who now enjoys the world 
agteeably to the rules of Reaſon and Religion, 
paſſes through it as a ſtranger, and who 
when this ſcene ſhall paſs away, ſhall nct be 
abandoned to utter want and wretchedneſs, 
but be received to a heavenly country, end- 
leſs pleaſures, immortal glory, and to trea- 
ſures which cannot be taken or waſte away ? 
Say now, who was the w/e man? He cer- 
tainly who refuſed a tempting opportunity 
of forbidden pleaſure or unjuſt gain, and 
{corned to facrifice his conſcience to the opi- 
nions of the world, to the applauſes or cen- 
ſures of men. Are not the honours of the 
Redeemer's Court, a ſufficient recompence 


for the miſapplied diſgrace of the preſent 


ſcene? Are not thoſe manſions of bliſs which 
are prepared for him, a ſufficient compenſa- 
tion for the guilty pleaſures he denied him- 
ſelf? Is it not better to regard and purſuc, 
above all things, our intereſts in the heavenly 
country, which can never be ruined, and 


pleaſures as laſting, as they are perfect and 
valuable, 
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valuable, than to toil, and ſacrifice thy eaſe, 
virtue, conſcience, true peace of mind, and 
the purity and perfection of thy nature, to 
the low debaſing purſuits of the preſent 
world? Since all the vain opinions of men, 
all the opportunities for ſenſual pleaſure, all 
the ſeats of human grandeur, and all their 
riches, ſhall receive at once an intire end ; 
and when the Saint enters on a happineſs 
which ſhall laſt as long as his own immortal 
nature, or the eternal God, thou ſhalt be 
condemned to pine and ſuffer under torment- 
ing want and fierce deſires, ſhalt curſe thy 
folly when it is for ever too late to be wiſer ; 
and fee the value of the heayen from which 
thou art excluded, when thou wilt not be 
able to take refuge in a world, thou wouldſt 
then deſpiſe. We all profeſs to believe theſe 
truths, but when ſhall we be wiſe enough 
to act with ſteddineſs, according to our be- 
lief? When readily facrifice opportunities for 
ſenſual pleaſure to the pleaſures of devotion, 
or opportunities for gain, to thoſe of laying 
up heavenly treaſure by doing good to man- 
kind? At the appearance of the concluding 
icene of the world, we ſhall all own it ta 
have been our wiſdom ; and why will you 
not act now, as otherwiſe you will wiſh, too 
late, you had acted? Your convictions now, 
it purſued, will lead you to everlaſting ho- 
aour and happineſs; neglected now, they 
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will then only aggravate your miſery and 
deſpair. | 

7. The appearance of the Angels in al 
this ſplendour at the day of Judgment, is a 
proper reward of their zeal and devotedneſ 
to God and to Chriſt, of their hearty ingage. 
ment in advancing the intereſts of holineſs, 
of their condeſcending love to mankind, and 
all the labours they have undergone for their 
happineſs. As they have imitated the vir. 
tues and * ſhared the labours of the Redeem- 
er, it is fit they ſhould ſhare the honours of 
the laſt day, and the ſatisfactions ariſing from 
the accompliſhment of the grand deſign; 


from putting an utter end to fin and death, 


to the intereſts and power of Satan, from 
compleating the happineſs of ſo many milli- 
ons, who are never more to fin, or be in 
danger, and diſplaying the wiſdom and jul- 
tice of God in the deſtruction of the incor- 
rigible. How high will their tranſports riſe, 
when they ſee in 1ts height of power and ma- 
jeſty the kingdom of the Son, which they 
have all along laboured to advance ; fee him 
acknowleged and obeyed by all mankind, the 
moſt obſtinate bending beneath his authority, 
and trembling at his power, whom they have 
reverenced, loved, and delightfully ſerved! 
How great will be their ſatisfaction in be- 
holding the honours conferred on the good, 
and conducting them to the glory a0 

bliſs 

> Heb. i. 14, 
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bliſs of heaven; whoſe virtue they have aſ- 
fiſted, and for whoſe ſake they have often 
deſcended from heaven ! With what joy and 
triumph will they behold the grand adverſa- 
ry Satan and his Angels, whom they have ſo 
long oppoſed and counterworked, ſhut up in 
the bottomleſs pit, and incapacitated ever more 
to tempt or deſtroy! And as theſe triumphs 
of the holy Angels will be very great, and 
their ſatisfactions riſe very high, ſo in pro- 
portion will their joys and triumphs riſe ; who 
have acted on earth, in a greater or leſs de- 
gree, like guardian Angels to men, been 
devoted to the intereſts of the Redeemer, and 
lahoured to ſerve the everlaſting bleſſedneſs of 
thoſe whom he died to fave, and to their 
utmoſt, in their ſeveral ſtations, endeavour. 
ed to ſubvert the empire of Sin and the 
Devil. 

8. That the day of general Judgment ſhall 
be at the end of the world, :ccounts for 
God's bearing ſo long with a finful race; 
and ſhows, that it is not owing to an indif- 
ference in regard of holineſs or fin. * St, 
Peter overturns the vain hopes of ſinners, built 
on the divine forbearance, by putting them 
in mind, that the day of the Lord would 
certainly come, when tte earth, and all: the 
works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, This 
world being in its frame adapted to a ſtate 
of trial, and of imperfect virtue and piety 
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and it being expedient that it ſhould continue 
until all whoſe nature was alike had been 
tried upon it ; and it being appointed that this 
great ſtage ſhould be then deſtroyed, and al! 
who had acted on it be judged ; it is evidently 
a vain hope with which finners flatter them- 
ſelves, on account of the patience and for- 
bearance of God, They might as well ima- 
gine, becauſe every offender againſt the State 
is not immediately tried and executed, that 
the Sovereign is not an enemy to rebellion, 
and will not puniſh it; though the offender; 
are immediately committed to fafe cuſtody, 
have a day fixed for their trial, ſuffer the mi- 
ſeries of impriſonment, and of ſad proſpett 
of approaching condemnation and death, 
What though ſome thouſands of years may yet 
intervene between thy death, preſuming ſin- 
ner, and the laſt Judgment, as will certainly 
be the caſe of many notorious ſinners of paſt 
ages, thou haſt yet no reaſon, on this ac- 
count, to incourage thy ſelf with hopes of 
impunity, or of ſleeping in the duſt, unre- 
garded by thy offended Sovereign. Immedi- 
ately after death by * ſoul returns to God, will 
know its doom, and ł be kept in ſafe cuſtody, 
to feel the torments of thy own guilty 1c- 
flections, and! raging and unſatisfied debires, 
to pine under the want of all good, and be 
tortured with e fearful looking for of jidg- 


ment 
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ent and fiery indignation, which will con- 
fame all 12 e of God, and of his 
gon Jeſus. Is it not much juſter reaſoning, 
a righteous God muſt abhor fin and diſobe- 
dience perfectly, ſince when mankind have 
had a proper time of trial, he will even burn 
the world, which has been the ſcene of their 
guilt and diſobedience; as by the TJew!fb 
Law he ordered the houſe infected with Le- 
proſy to be intirely razed? The delay of thy 
puniſhment will only be an aggravation of it, 
thou wilt thus have the more witneſſes of 
thy guilt and condemnation ; and be tortured 
with the fight of the more millions of happy 
ſpirits, who having triumphed over the 
temptations and oppoſition to which thou 
haſt yielded, ſhall fully demonſtrate, that thy 
guilt and miſery were thy wilful choice, and 
ſhall therefore be juſtly thy portion. 

Finally. What terror does this ſpeak to all 
the wicked, though the moſt haughty, great, 
and powerful of men; and how ſhould it 
humble their pride, confound their inſolence, 
and wither their ſtrength! You now per- 
haps triumph in ſucceſsful wickedneſs, and 
are ſurrounded with flatterers, who gild over 
vour vices ; while perſons who would ſhow 
you their deformity, ſhow you your real 
elves, dare not, or cannot approach you. 
You glory in the ſtrength of your alliances, 
the number of your ſubjects or dependants, 
or the-preatneſs of your riches ; which make 


you 


— 
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how triumphant are we! While yonder gro- 
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r gazed and wondered at by the thought. 
eſs vulgar, and place you above the reach 
of human juſtice, Swelling with pride you 
ſay, our Power, our Lands, our Wealth, are 
our own ; who is Lord over us? Is ther: 
knowledge in the moſt high? How proſperous, 


velling wretches, who are ſcrupulouſly juſt 
and religious, and by ſelf-denial, purity and 
charity ſtrive to pleaſe God, and hope to be 
happy in his favour, are deceived in their ex- 
pectations. Suppoſe this to be your ſtate and 
your language, and that a righteous Provi- 
dence does not in this life break in pieces your 
viſionary happineſs, but it laſts till death, 
Yet know, that death will put an end, x 
certain dreadful end, to all your Pride, and 


Infolence, and Power ; and a righteous Judg- nd 
ment follow to compleat your confuſion and it 
miſery. For our God will come, and il. ing 
not keep ſilence, a fire ſhall devour before him, ten 
and it fhall be very tempeſiuous round about gc 
him. You ſhall be caſt into deſtruction in a MF" 
moment. What will it avail you to have been ie 1 
for a few days exempt from human juſtice, if" // 
when you ſhall lie open to the vengeance of W"'"* 
God, and the condemnation of his Son* ir, 
What will it avail to have ſmiled and vaunt- BF” 4 
ed a while, amidſt ſucceſsful crimes and ſer- 

vile flatteries ? What horrors will ſucceed to 

te, when you ſhall ſee the Son of God de-. 4 


ſcending 
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ending from heaven with all his Angels and 
gaints, and you, who have been the idols of 


be unthinking many, ſhall be found objects 


a good men, and be deſpiſed even by your 
former baſe flatterers ; ſhall hide your heads 
in the duſt but in vain ; ſhall be draged from 
your hiding places, and become the publick 


dcvils! What would thouſands of guards and 
dependents avail you againſt the power of the 
Redeemer, when he ſhall come w01th his mighty 
Angels in flaming fire to take vengeance of th 


lit Sen? I cannot envy your ſhort lived tri- 


umphs, your wickedneſs forbids our pity; - 


nd contempt is all that will remain for you 
„ih God, with the great Judge, with good 
\ngels and good men ; everlaſting contempt, 
tended with the horrors, of a ſelf- condemn- 
nz conſcience, and the torments of that * /ake 
heh burneth with fire and brimſtone. May 
be apprehenſion of this rouze every ſinner 70 
# from the wrath to come; and every good 
pan? 70 be diligent, that at the coming of cur 
ira, be may be found of him in peace without 
and blameleſs. Amen. 


E SERMON 
* Revel. xxl. 8. P 2 Pet, iii. 14. 


only of contempt and abhorrence in the fight 
of God, of Jeſus, of all his holy Angels, of 


bhortence of all mankind, and the ſport of 


who know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of 
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SERMON III. 


Of the Certainty of a future gene- 
ral Judgment. 


2 CoR. v. 10. 


Far we muſt all appear before the Fudgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. 


) HIS moſt important truth 
of a future general Fudgment 

is mentioned by St. Paul to 
TN | the Corinthians, as a reaſon 
TC why he made it the great 
labour of his life to be accept- 
4 of 0 2 and as the great argument 
which he urged upon mankind to perſuade 
them to repent and obey the Goſpel, And 
can a ſtronger motive be urged? If we all 
at under the conſtant obſervation of God, 
who ſees our hearts, and takes notice of every 
E 2 e 


For. all men once to die, fo after this the Jud. 


be ſuch, as will procure for us the full ap- 


68 O the Certainty 
thought and action; if * as it is appoint 


ment; and if at the laſt great day, the eter. 
nal ſtates of all will be determined for hay. 
pineſs or miſery, according as they hay 
obeyed or diſobeyed the will of God, whe. 
ther made known to them by the light « 
Reaſon alone, or by that and the Gofpy. 
Revelation in conjunction; if this be the 
truth of our caſe, then certainly nothing 
concerns us in compariſon of this, that ye 
know the will of God, and that we pradile 
it; that if we have offended we immedi: 
ately repent, and * be reconciled to God, au 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; aul 
heartily endeavour that our future conduf 


probation of our judge; and through th: 
immenſe goodneſs of God, and the merit 
of Chriſt, the reward of eternal lite and 
happineſs. And this, my Friends, is ut- 
doubtedly our real caſe. Every one of u, 
as ſurely as he now lives the creature i 
God, reaſonable and free, and acquainted with 
the Goſpel, which © teaches, denying ungu- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, right: 
cufly, and godly in the preſent world ; loalig 
for the bliſſed hope, and the glorious appear: 
ing of the great God, and of our Savic 
Fejus Chriſt; will after death be umme 
| fore 


. Hebr. ix. 27. b 2 Cor, V. 20. Matt. ii. . 
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before the tribunal of the Son of God, 
where * every work ſhall be brought into 
judgment, with every ſecret thing; where 
olory, honour, and immortality. ſhall be ren- 
dred to a patient continuance in well doing, | ! 
hut indignation and wrath, tribulation and _ 
unguifh to every ſoul of man that doth evil. 

We all profeſs to believe this, but how 
{ew live as if they believed it! How few 
avoid with their utmoſt care all thoſe in- | 
ſtances of fin and diſobedience, to which | 
the Goſpel expreſly threatens the diſpleaſure | 
of God, and the damnation of bell! How 
few are as much afraid of being damned, as | 
of being por and 4orefched in this world! ; 
Who ſtrives as earneftly to be approved of | 
Chriſt and to be happy for ever, as to pleaſe 
men, and to be rich and eaty during a ſhort | 
lite? It were impoſſible we ſhould act at | 
this rate, did we ſeriouſly and often conſider 
the great truth delivered by the Apoſtle in | 
the Text, That we muſt ail appear b. fore | 
the Tudgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his Body, ac- | 
erding to that he hath done, whether it be | 
gad or bad, This therefore, my Friends, I 
would now call you ſerioufly to conſider ; 
and this the Providence of God, which is 
continually ſummoning ſome or other of our Sf 
Acquaintance out of this life into the ever- | 
laſting Nate, calls us alſo to confider. Gd 
E 3 grant 
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grant we may be ſo wiſe as to conyy 
with his calls; and ſo conſider and Prepare 
for the ſtrict account, which we muſt | 
ſoon render to the Fudge of quick and dal 
that he may approve us, and adjudge us t 
life eternal! May none of us render ont 
guilt and our final condemnation more dread. 
ful, by continuing to deſpiſe the warning 

St. Paul's words contain ſeveral importa; 
Particulars, relating to the future Judgmen; 
viz. the Certainty of it, we muſt all appear 
the Per/on appointed to be Judge, bore /\ 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt ; the Manner of ti 
Judgment, as moſt publick and equitable, ut 
muſt all appear, and receive every man ci. 
eording to that he hath done; the Perſons u 
be tried, all muſt appear; and the Aim 
for which we are to be accountable, wh 
ever we have done in the Body, whether gui 
or bad. Of each of theſe I ſhall treat in 
their Order. 

I. I would call you to conſider the C- 
tainty of this grand event, we muſt all db. 


pear. It is the unalterable appointment ©! 


God the ſupreme Governour of the world, 
founded upon the beſt reaſons; and an f- 
ointment which we can by no means f. 
aſide. The God fi whom wwe live and moe 
and have cur Being, it is plain muſt know 
whatever we think or do; for ſhall not ., 
that formed the eye ſee, and he that giv 
| man 


© 1 Tim. iv. 1. Acts xvii, 28, Pf, xCciv. % 
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nan underſtanding ſhall not he know? * The 
righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and hateth 
iniquity ; and the almighty Creator who 
ſpake us into Being, can with equal eaſe 
command our bodies from the grave, reu- 
nite them to our ſouls, bring us before his 
bar, and after a fair trial, reward or puniſh 
us in the everlaſting ſtate according as we 
have deſerved, We can neither“ flee from 
bis preſence, evade his juſtice, nor reſiſt his 
ower. 

And that he will thus bring us into Judg- 
ment, he hath ten and expreſly aſſured us 
in his Word. Nothing can be more plain 


and determinate than the declaration of the 


inſpired Apoſtle in the Text, who rece ived 
this great truth from the Judge himſelf, ap- 
pearing to him in glory after his Reſurrec- 
tion. We muſt all appear before the Fudg- 
ment Seat of Chriſt, &c. Would we have 
2 greater authority for this moſt interreſt- 
ing truth? We have that of the Son of God 
himſelf, who having preached the doctrine 


of a general Reſurrection and final Judg- 


ment, confirmed it by his teſtimony when 
in view of death, that = he would come again 
in the clouds of heaven, fitting on the right 
band of praver ; and to place his prediction 
above all reaſonable doubt of its being ac- 
- compliſhed, roſe again from the dead, and 

E 4. in 
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in the fight of great numbers aſcended q 
a cloud into heaven, attended by Angels; , 
like manner as he ſhall come from thence tg 
judge the World. Hear his plain and ex. 
preſs words. The hour is coming, in whit 
all that are in the graves ſhall hear t, 
voice of the Son of God, and ſhall come fort, 
they that have done good unto the reſurrectin 
of life, and they that bave done evil un 
the reſurrection of damnation, The ſame 
voice, which ſaid with efficacy to the dead 
" L:qzarus, come forth of the Tomb, and wi 
immediately obeyed, ſhall in like manner he 
obeyed by all the dead, when he ſhall (ay, 
Awake ye dead, and come to Judgment. ln 
the 2gth Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
the ſame divine Perſon informs us at large 
of the manner of his coming, and of the 
proceedings at his Tribunal, and of the ſen- 
tences of approbation or condemnation which 
would pais upon many, with the reaſons of 
_ each, and the full execution of them. Other 
paſſages of Scripture, which declare this in- 
portant Doctrine, are too many to be quo- 
ted; and theſe which I have excited are 6 
expreſs, as to make it unneceflary to men- 
tion more by way of proof, to thoſe who 
believe the Goſpel, which teaches it in al. 
moſt every page. Should any defire further 

proofs, 


I John v. 28, John xi. 43. 
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proofs, they have the * teſtimony of almoſt 
all mankind, who have agreed in the gene- 
ral truth of a future ſtate of Judgment 
and Retribution, to ſupport which Reaſon 
furniſhes ſolid proofs. The Hiſtory of all 
nations and all ages informs us, that they 
have believed a future ſtate of Recompences, 
though they have mingled many weak and 
abſurd Particulars with the general truth ; 
and the two following Reaſons, obvious to 
all who think, ſeem to have led them into 
this belief, or at leaſt to have confirmed 
them in it. 

1. That we are all conſcious to ourſelves 
of being accountable creatures, by nature 
reaſonable and free, capable of diſcerning a 
moral difference in actions, of chuſing good 
and refuſing evil, capable of deſerving well 
or ill, and actually deſerving one or the 
other, God having in the conſtitution of 
our nature made us proper ſubjects of mo- 
fal government, of which a principle part 
is the diſtribution of ſuitable Rewards or 
Puniſhments, it is evident the wiſdom viſi- 
ble in our frame will direct him to proceed 
with us according to the nature he hath 
given us, and according to our improve- 
ment or abuſe of our moral powers. Had 
he deſigned us to periſh like the brutes, 
without being rewarded or puniſhed at the 
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concluſion of this ſtate of trial, we ſhould 
like the brutes have been made without all 
ability to apprehend God our Maker, and 
our obligations to him ; incable of knoy- 
ing him, of diſcerning between moral good 
and evil, and of acting accordingly, and 
unapprehenſive of a future judgment. Our 
| natural apprehenſions of good or ill deſert, 
our natural hopes and fears of being reward- 
ed or puniſhed, and even our doubts and 
diſputes as to our being related to God 23 
| his ſubjects, and accountable to him, are an 
evident proof that we are accountable to 
| him; ſince otherwiſe like the beaſts we 
ſhould have been intirely free from hopes 
and fears and inquiries, which no way belong 
| to beings, formed by God not to be the 
| ſubjects of moral government: - whereas 
by the reaſonable nature which God has 
given him, he plainly tells every man, Th 

. | art an accountable creature, and ſhall give an 
4 account of thy ſelf unto God. 
We have not a better rule by which to 
1 judge with certainty of the 4%g u of God 
in any of his works, than the nature of 
theſe productions, and their manifeit fn: 
to anſwer a certain end. For as a molt wit 
Being certainly knows what he does, be 
cannot but -defign the accompliſhment cf 
that end, to which, with the moſt deep and 
cxact contrivance he hath ſuited the natute 


and powers of the creature he produces 
ES | Thus 


F 
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Thus we conclude with certainty and with- 
out heſitation, that the Eyes were deſigned 
for ſeeing and the Feet for walking, becauſe 
all their parts are evidently fitted for theſe 
urpoſes. And with like reafon we con- 
clude, that God will call men to account, 
becauſe men are in every reſpe& formed 
as accountable creatures ſhould be, All 
men have an apprehenſion of a right and 
wrong in actions, that ſome actions are to 
be approved and praCtiſed, and render thoſe 
who practiſe them deſervedly eſteemed and 
beloved by God and men ; and that the 
contrary actions render men juſtly odious 
and puniſhable, They are alſo conſcious to 
a power of acting one way or another, and 
of doing oftentimes what they inwardly ap- 
prove or condemn, For they are alſo ca- 
pable of other pleaſures and pains, than 
ſuch as naturally ariſe from acting well or 
ill; and are ſo circumſtanced, that by do- 
ing what their conſciences condemn the 
may oftentimes gain ſome ſenſual pleaſure, 
or ſerve ſome worldly intereſt; or by ad- 
hering to the diRates of their conſciences 
loſe ſome preſent bodily pleaſures, or ex- 
pole themſelves to preſent ſenſible evils and 
luiterings. By this fituation proper trial is 
made, whether they will cleave to what is 


will gratify their ſenſes or inferior paſſions. 
They have alſo abilities and advantages for 


making 


morally good, or forſake it to gain what 
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making ſuch diſcoveries of the Perfection: 
and Providence of God, of the obligations 
[ of their duty, and of the happineſs which 
will follow the practice of it, as may, if 
they are conſiderate and honeſtly diſpoſed, 
| inable them to triumph over temptations 
and adhere to their duty; though not for 
diſcerning without uncommon attention ſuch 
clear and ſtrong and irrefiſtable evidences 
of theſe great truths, as ſhall, by making 
| them as it were to ſee God preſent with 
them, and ready to puniſh their difbedi- 
ence, or reward their virtue, in a manner 
| force them to abſtain from wickedneſs, and 
| be obedient unto God, As God therefore 
' has formed mankind, and ſituated them, ex- 
actly as Reaſon tells us he would do, if he 
ö deſigned this life for a ſtate of trial, and 
the next of Reward and Puniſhment, we 
are warranted with certainty to conclude, 
that he really tries men in the preſent ſtate, 
and will reward or puniſh them here or 
hereafter. A wiſe and good Parent cannot 
be alike affected to a ſober, humane, grate- 
ful and obedient Child, and to an intem- 
porate, miſchievous, ungrateful and diſobe- 
dient one; much leſs can the infinitely wile 
and righteous Father of mankind be indit- 
ferent to the temper and conduct of his ca- 
ſonable creatures, his offspring, and alike 
affected towards good and bad. His eflen- 


tial Perfections will determine him to ap- 
| prove 
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-ove the one, and to condemn the other, 
and to give proper demonſtations of this in 
the courſe of his moral government, But, 
2. Men have from long experience ob- 
ſerved, that God does not in the preſent 
| ſtate, as a righteous Governour and Judge, 
make a conſtant, vifible, and exact diſtinction 
between the good and the bad, in his treat- 
ment of them, and therefore with the ſtrong- 
eſt reaſon they have concluded, that he will 
do it in the next. This argument appeared 
ſo ſtrong to St. Peter, that as we are in- 
formed by * Clemens Romanus, it was his 
uſual way of reaſoning, God is juſt, therefore 
the ſoul is immortal, and will be rewarded 
or puniſhed in a following ſtate : and in 
concluding after this manner he has the com- 
pany of the moſt celebrated heathen Phi- 
loſophers, as Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Plu- 
tarch, Hierocles and others. We muſt all 
be as intirely in the hand of God in the 
next ſtate, as we are in the preſent; and 
as there appear wife reaſons, why God 
ſhould bear ſome time with men, and al- 
low them a proper ſpace for trial, before 
he fully rewards or puniſhes them, ſo as 
lurely as he is wiſe, and righteous, and al- 
mighty, when the time for trial is ended, 
he will as a good Governour proceed to diſ- 
inbute rewards and puniſhments with an 
impartial exactneſs. What is becoming the 


great 


* Vide Grot, in Matt. xi 32. 


es. i. 2 4 8 


ſhow that he approves and delights in the 


ful to him, and defirous to pleaſe him, but 
we muſt injoy noble ſatisſactions in exerci- 


tho truly viftuous, under the government 


ty. Oa the other hand, Irreligion natural- 
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great Governour of the world, and what hi 
wiſe goodneſs inclines him to do, he wil 
certainly perform ; and if he does it not in 
this ſtate, he will in the next; for he can 
never leave undone, what it becomes hi; 
Perfections to accompliſh, =_ 

The good conſequences naturally flowing 
from Religion and Virtue at preſent, accord. 
ing to a conſtitution eſtabliſhed by God, 


pious and virtuous; and the evz/s and mi. 
ries, as naturally flowing from Irreligion and 
Vice ſhow that theſe latter are abhorred by 
him. We cannot think worthily of God, 
and ſuitably reverence, love, truſt, be grate- 


ſing our beſt affections on the moſt grand 
and lovely object, in the conſciouſneſs of 
being affected towards God as we ought to 
be, in the more chearful practice of what- 
ever is good animated with the hope of his 
favour, in a pleaſing aſſurance that all events 
ſhall thrn out for the beſt to us, and to all 


of almighty wiſdom and unchangeable 
goodneſs; and in the largeſt expectations 
from this infinitely perfect Being for eterni- 


ly excludes us from all theſe pleaſures, adds 
ſtrength to every baſe reſtleſs and miſchiev- 


ous paſſion, takes away the chief encourage 
| | ments 
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ments to an amiable virtuous and beneficent 
temper and conduct, expoſes us at every con- 
ſiderate interval to uneaſy ſuſpicions, guilty 
remorſe, and. foreboding fears of the ven- 
geance of a righteous God, and leaves the 
mind without all ſolid ſupport or comfort 
under calamities, ſickneſs, and the approch- 
es of death; yea imbitters every affliction 
with fear and ſelf-condemnation, and more 
than doubles the gloom of the grave. 
Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Mercy, and Fide- 
lity prevailing in our tempers and lives, na- 
turally yield us the ſatisfactions of gratify- 
ing the tender and generous affections of our 


nature, of receiving the eſteem and love and 


good offices of others, of a juſt ſelf-appro- 
bation, and of a humble aſſurance of the 
appcobation and friendſhip of a moſt righ- 
teous and good God; while Injuſtice, Fal- 
toad, and Inhumanity make a perſon to be 
hated or deſpiſed by all who know him, 
eſpecially by all who ſuffer through his in- 


juſtice ; deprive him of all the pleaſures of 


juſt ſelf-approbation, of deſerving the eſteem 
and love of his acquaintance, of gratifying 


the ſocial affections and inclinations, and of 


being able to hope in God; and fill him 
with a moſt painful mortifying ſenſe of his 
own baſeneſs, expoſe him to reproaches and 
injuries from others, and to the puniſhment 
of the Laws, and oftentimes alarm r 
WI 
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with fearful expeRations of the difpleafure 
and vengeance of a righteous God, 

The natural fruits and rewards of Tempyr. 
ance and Chaſtity are a healthful body, and 
a mind clear, vigorous, and active, a free. 
dom from baſe and reſtleſs paſſions, a quick 
reliſh' and injoyment of natural and Jawfy] 
pleaſures, a fair reputation, and a conſtant 
| diſpoſition to enjoy the ſatisfactions of virtue 
and piety, and to diſcharge their duties. On 
the contrary, a diſeaſed painful body, an 
uneaſy clouded impotent mind, unfit for 
every nobler action and enjoyment, unſati- 
hed with itſelf, deſpiſed and condemned by 
| others, and frequently apprehending the diſ- 
| pleafure and condemnation of God, elpe- 
cially when the diſeaſes which intemperance 
and Juſt. have produced, threaten a ſpeedy 
diſſolution of ſoul and body, and place death 
in near view, are the preſent puniſhments 
by which a governing God declares his 
diſplcaſure againſt theſe vices, and warns men 
of full vengeance hereafter. This conſtitu- 
tion of nature framed and maintained by 
God, from which ariſes happineſs to the 
pious and virtuous, and miſery of various 
kinds to the wicked, declares plainly what 
God approves and what. he condemns; and 
that notwithſtanding the evils which he now 
for their trial wiſely permits to befal the 


good, and ſome. pleaſures and vantage 
| Whic 
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which he now for their trial wiſely permits to 
befal the good, and ſome pleaſures and advan- 
tages which he ſuffers the wicked to ſeize and 
injoy, he is not indifferent to virtue or vice: and 
it as plainly aſſures us of future rewards and 
puniſhments, ſince accidental cauſes, or the 
jerverſencſs of mankind, do now frequently 
croſs this appointment of God, and prevent an 
exact adjuſtment here of happineſs to Virtue 
and Religion, and of miſery to Wickedneſs. 
For inſtance, falſe notions in Religion, or a 
melancholy turn of mind, often deprive the ſin- 
cerely prous throughout life of the natural 
fruits and rewards of piety ; or per/ecutions, 
raiſed by proud intereſted or ſuperſtitious 
men, force the truly religious, even becauſe 
they are religious, to ſuffer under oppreſſion, 
reproaches, lofles of eſtate, impriſonments, 


ſons, through the advantage of a temper 
naturally chearful, an healthful conſtitution, 
and an affluent fortune, paſs life in a vari- 
ty of pleafures, amidſt which they hide 
themſclves from the accuſations of their own 
minds, and from the terrors of a future 
reckoning ; till at length, hardened by wick- 
neſs and proſperity, they die thougbtleſs 
ord ſecure. Fraud and oppreſſion deprive the 
17hteous frequently of the fruits of their in- 
Kority and diligence, or the vices and miſe- 
es of thoſe, who by nature or relation 

F | are 
See Pal, Ixxiii. 3—9. and Job xxi, 7—13. 


tortures and death; while many impious per- 
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tinuing perhaps throughout life, deprive 
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are dear to them, make their tender hu. 
manity and compaſſionateneſs of diſpoſition 
their torment ; while wicked men by artfy 
diſſimulation, and humouring the follies and 
vices of others, often make their fortune, 
and ſteal that affection and thoſe advantags 
which belong to honeſty and goodneſs; and 
by joining in the violences of the ſtronge 
party ſecure their ill acquired poſſeſſions, and 
triumph in the ſpoils of the upright an 
benevolent. A fichly conſtitution of body very 
often deprives temperate perfons of that 
health and vigour, which according to the 
general laws of the animal frame are the 
proper rewards of temperance ; while many 
intemperate perſons, through the natur 
ſtrength of their conſtitutions, ſhall during 
a great part of life keep clear of the pain 
and ficknefſes which the others feel. And 
finally, a natural temperament or Circutt 
ſtances in life unfavourable to piety and . 
tue, though where they are ſurmounted they 


heighten the worth and rewardablenes dl 


thoſe who ſurmount ſuch diſadvantages, jt 
they very much leſſen the preſent ſatisfaCtions 
of a virtuous conduct; and the ſtruggle cos 


them of a great part of the fatisfaCtion 
which belong to a ſincere piety and virtue 
and which a leſs degree of thoſe difpoſitions 
in a more adyantageous ſituation would bait 
yielded, | 

i Throug 
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Through theſe and various other cauſes, 


too many to be aſſigned at preſent, the 
religious and good ſuffer many evils, which 
according to the original appointment of God 
do not belong to them ; and are deprived 
of many ſatisſactions which are their right; 
and the wicked eſcape many evils which 
they deſerve, and enjoy pleaſures of which 
they are unworthy: ſo that it may be 
queſtioned, whether many wicked men, 
through the advantages of natural Temper, 
Conſtitution, Fortune, and the like, are not 
at preſent happier than many ſincerely, tho 
imperfectly good men, And it is evident 
upon the whole, that the preſent diſtribu- 
tion of good and happineſs is far from be- 
ing in exact proportion to moral worth; or 
the diſtribution of evi] 5 real vice. Upon 
ſuppoſition of a future ſtate of recompences, 
this is wiſely permitted by God during a 
ſtate of trial, and is a noble and the princi- 
pal trial of genuine virtue and piety ; but 
upon no other ſuppoſition can the permiſſi- 
on of fuch an inequality be reconciled with 
the infinite wiſdom, power, righteouſneſs, 
and goodneſs of a governing God, Since 
therefore the eſſential wiſdom, juſtice, and 
poodncts of God aflure us, that with regard 
to his rational and free creatures he muſt 


will, that the beft ſhould upon the whole be 


lappieſt, and the worſt the moſt wretched ; 


and ſince in the preſent conſtitution of things, 
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by the natural fruits of piety and virtue! 
hath ſhown his approbation of theſe diſs. 
ſitions, and by the natural fruits of impiey 
and wickedneſs his diſlike of theſe; and ye 
thro' the intervention of ſome other Cauſes, 
what he approves and wills ſhould take 
place, very often does not take place in the 
preſent life ; there muſt therefore be another 
ftate for men, and a final Judgment, by 
which happineſs or miſery will be diſtribute 
to mankind in exact proportion to their 
moral characters. It is not then more cer. 
tain that the God who governs the World i 
moſt wiſe and righteous, than that he wil 
judge men after death. | 

This reaſoning from the promiſcucus di- 
tribution of good and evil at prefent, com- 
pared with the allowed perfections of th: 
great Governour of the world, in proof of 
a future ſtate of retribution, has carried con- 
viction with it to the honeſt and conſide- 
rate in all ages; and when improved and 
confirmed by expreſs revelation from God, 
muſt place this great truth beyond all rat- 
onal doubt with us chriſtians ; who by the 
Goſpel alſo are taught to form the mot 
worthy notions of the wiſdom, holineſs, and 
righteouſneſs of God, and who have tix 
great doctrine of a future Judgment repre- 
ſented in the New Teſtament in a mol: 
clear and rational manner, and confirmed 
by the dying Teſtimony, and glorious Re- 
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ſurtection of the Son of God, who declared 
himſelf to be appointed by his Father the 
Judge of the quick and the dead. 

It is needleſs therefore to inlarge on this 
firſt head, to prove the Certainty of this 
awful and important event; and I ſhall 
doſe this Diſcourſe with this Application of 
it, the requeſting every one ſeriouſly to 
aſk himſelf.—“ Since it is moſt certain that 
I myſelf muſt ſoon be judged, what would 
« be my doom, if I was immediately ſum- 
„ moned to the Bar of the Son of God? 
« Are my temper and conduct ſuch as 
e would procure me approbation or con- 
* demnation; a ſentence to miſery, or to 
„ happineſs everlaſting? Am I devout to- 
* wards God as I ought to be? Or have 
lived negligent of ſecret fincere devoti- 
* on, for the main regardleſs of God, un- 
* thankful for his benefits, and unconcern- 
ed to pleaſe him, and thus expoſed my. 
ſelf to condemnation from that Jeſus, 
„ who has commanded me to“ enter into 
* my Cloſet, and pray to my Father who 
* feeth in ſecret ; to give thanks for all things 
* in his name, and to walk with God? Do 
] temperately and thankfully uſe the boun- 
ties of heaven? Or am I under the guilt 
of intemperately and ungratefully abuſing 
„the gifts of God, and under the con- 
K * demnation 

Matt. vi, 6. Epheſ. v. 20, Heb. xi. 5. 
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«© demnation which the ? Goſpel of Chris 
i denounces againſt the drunkard, the 1. 

e clean, the luxurious and ſenſual ? Is m 

* converſation governed by the rules gf: 

*« truth, righteouſneſs, and humanity, pre. 

t ſcribed by my Judge; and do I tr 
e others as I with reaſon expect they ſhouli 
e treat me? Or am I open to the ſentenc; 
« which will be paſt on the * iar, th 
* flanderer, the unjuſt, the unmerciful, and 
* oppreſſive ? Do I live as an expectant cf 
* future Judgment; or forgetful of it 
« Whether I think of it or not, I muſt be 
tt judged by forgetting it I am {ure u 
* be condemned. I will therefore examire 
«* my temper and actions with ſtrictneß 
* and impartiality, as one who knows! 
** muſt ſoon undergo the ſtricteſt examinz- 
* tion of the great Lawgiver, I will with. 
* out a moment's delay break of all thok 
de practices and indulgences, which he in. 
© forms me will ſubject me to this ſen- 
F* tence, © Depart accurſed into everlaſtin 
* fire, I will immediately engage myſelf i 
e that courſe of ſecret devotion and hab. 
<* tual piety, and cultivate that pure, ten: 
perate, righteous, benevolent, and me- 
« citul diſpoſition and character, ages” 
5 l e cording 
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y Matt. xxiv. 49. Heb, xiii, 4. Luke xvil. 19. 
Phil. iii. 19. 1 Eph. iv. 25. Matt. v. 7. vil. 2 
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« cording to the expreſs declarations of the 
i« Goſpel, will cauſe me to hear from my 
judge, Come thou bleſſed of my Father, in- 
« herit the kingdom prepared for thee, 
« Knowing that I muſt certainly be judged, 
„ ſhall be the moſt ſtupid, guilty, and 
« wretched of creatures if I do not 
« And as it 1s not more certain, that I now 
live a reaſonable creature, than that IT 
* muſt be judged, I will live under the 
influence of this truth, and never more 
„think, or ſay, or do any thing, which 
would occaſion my being condemned by 
* the righteous Judge of the World. The 
* Goſpel of Chriſt ſhall be my rule of liv- 
„ing, as I defire to have the happineſs it 
* promiſes my everlaſting portion“. 

We ſhall be more ſtrongly. determined 
thus to act, if we ſeriouſly conſider, 


II. The Perſon who will be our Judge, 
vs, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and this I ſhall 
aliſt you to do in the next Diſcourſe, 
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SERMON IV. 


Of the Perſon by whom the World 
will be judged. 


2 CoR. v. 10. 


Fir we muſt all appear before the Tudgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to 

that he hath done, whether it be good or 

bad. 


HES E words offer to our 
„thoughts ſeveral important 
TT [= truths relating to a future 
T Wax Judgment; as the Certainty 
of this grand event, we muſt 
La) all appear, &c. the Perſon 
AE who will be our Judge, be- 
fore the Fudgment Seat of Chrift ; the Man- 
wr of gur trial, as moſt public and equita- 
be, we muſt all appear, that every one may 
recezue according to that be hath done; the 
Feen to be tried, all muſt appear; and 
finally, 


k 
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finally, the Actions for which we are to be 
accountable, the #h:ngs done in the Body, whe. 
ther good or bad. The firſt of theſe truth, 
the Certainty of a future general Judgmen 
{ repreſented and proved in the preceding 
Diſcourſe, I am now, 


II. To treat of the Perſon who will be 
our Judge. The Apoſtle in the Text affure 
us, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is appointed to thi 
high office. We muſt all appear before th 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt. The * only beootimn 
of the Father, the Word who was in the te. 
ginning with the moſt high God and Father 
of all, and was himſelf a Gad, and who af 
terwards was made Fleſh and talernaclid 
among us, is the Perſon whom his God and 
Father hath with great wiſdom and good- 
neſs conſtituted univerſal Judge, * commit- 
ting to bim all Judgment. The immenſe ex. 
tent of his knowledge, wiſdom and power, 
he is God's © 6zwn Son, peculiarly qualify him 
for fo great a work, to know all hearts, and 
with exact juſtice determine the merits, and 
diſpoſe the fates of all mankind. And hi, 
experimental knowledge of our weakneſs and 
frailty, having been made Fleſh, and in « 
things tempted like as we are, qualifies him 


to make all thoſe allowances to us, which 


are neceſſary on account of the infirmities of 


our moral conſtitution, and the nume 
| an 


| ? John i. I, 14. v John V. 22. g Rom. 
vii. 22. 6 Hebr, il, 175 18. IV. 13+ 
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and powerful temptations which ſurround 
us. The wiſdom and goodneſs of God are 
therefore eyident in appointing, that his 
Son whoſe. concern for promoting his Fa- 
ther's honour, in reſtoring and advancing 
the holineſs and happineſs of mankind, de- 
termined him to leave his Father's bofom, 
and put off the glory he had with him before 
the «world was; who did not covet to appear 
upon Earth like a God, but took on bim the 


form of a Servant. who to reſtore man- 


kind to the knowledge, reſemblance, and loye 


of the ſupreme Being, and to a meekneſs for 


everlaſting ny in his preſence, was con- 

a poor Virgin in want and 
obſcurity ; who that he might recommend 
true piety and goodneſs in the moſt ingaging 
manner, and at the ſame time mortity us to 
external pomp and grandeur, and ſenſual 


pleaſures, the defire of which has ſo often 


proved fatal to human virtue, appeared deſ- 
titate of all theſe; lived on earth poor, de- 
ſpiſed, afflicted, yet lived chearfully reſigned 
and devoted to the will of God, zealous 
and active in performing the work aſſigned 
him, and unwearied in promoting the hap- 
pineſs even of the ungrateful creatures who 
perſecuted him — there is evident wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs in appointing, that this 
fame Jeſus ſhould poſſeſs the ſupreme dig- 
pity of univerſal Judge, | 

. This 

* Johni, 18. xvii, 5. Philip, ii. 6, 7, 
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This Jeſus ſhall judge the World, who. 
livered to us thoſe excellent Doctrines ar; 
Precepts, by the belief and obedience 9 
which our ſouls are purified, the dominic 
of our luſts broken, and we excited and 
inabled to perfect bolineſs in the fear of Gi 
and thus prepared to be perfectly happy n 
heaven. This Jeſus who after he had 
lived a while on earth, diſtributing tempor, 
and ſpiritual bleſſings to mankind, confirm. 
ing his Doctrine by abundant miracles, te- 
commending his divine Precepts by his own 
obſervance of them, inſtructing his Apoſtles 
and fitting them to ſpread the Goſpel of Sal. 
vation through the World, then laid do wi 
his life to ratify the truths he had taught, 
to teach his followers to ſacrifice every 
thing, even life itſelf, when the cauſe of true 
Religion required it, and by his obedience 
unto death to regain for mankind their for- 
feited immortality, This ſame Te/us who 
after he had lain ſo long in the grave, a. 
was neceſſary to aſſure the certainty of his 
death, did on the third day rife again, abun- 
dantly manifeſting the truth of his Religion, 
and his full acceptance with God, eſtabliſh- 
ing our faith, and encouraging our hopes of 
a reſurrection and a glorious immortality ; 
and who aſcended into heaven on a cloud 
with a train of Angels in the view of hi 
diſciples, and now fits af the right band 


God making interceſſim for us, aud direct. 
5 ing 
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ing all the affairs of the World for the good 
of his Church; this fame %%, whom his 
Apoſtle aſſure us, they ſau thus go up into 
leaven, ſhall come in like manner from hea- 


ten to judge the World. * The Son of Man 


glory, and all his holy Angels <oith bim; then 
{tall be fit upon the throne of bis glory. And 
before bim ſhall be gathered all nations; and 
le ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as @ 
Shepberd divideth his ſheep from the goats. 
That God will judge the World by Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſo manifeſt a doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel, and taught ſo often and expreſsly in it, 
that it is needleſs to cite more Scriptures in 
confirmation of it ; and I cannot remember to 
have read or heard of any who profefs Chriſ- 
tanity, that ever diſputed this truth; tho” 
ſome or other have rejected moſt of the other 
Doctrines of Revelation. As we all there- 
bee profeſs with an intite aſſent to receive 
this important truth, let us be perſuaded fo 
to reflect upon it, as to give it a proper in- 
fuence on our temper, and bring our con- 
duct under the regulation of it; that we 
my thus ſecure the approbation of this 
great Judge, which is of greater impor- 
ance to our happineſs than the whole World, 
an a thouſand Worlds. 

The following important Reflections here 
ter themſelyes to our ſerious thoughts. 


f . 
Ats i. 1, Matt. xxv. Zr. 


(theſe are his own words) all come in his 
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94 Of the Perſon by whom 
1. Is the Son of God incarnate appointed 
to be our Judge, how great is the «2/4 
of God conſpicuous in this appointment, and 
how equal our Lord to the great office af. 
| ſigned him! Had God the Father judged y; 
immediately, though his infinite wiſdom, 
power, holineſs, and goodneſs would naty. 
Is rally ſtrike us with the greateſt awe of thi 
Judgment, and aſſure us that no fin could 
| eſcape his obſervation and diſpleaſure, and 
Þ that nothing but ſubſtantial goodneſs and 
| 
N 


piety could commend us to his approha- 
tion; and though from his unbounded wil. 
dom and goodneſs we might depend on 
all the condeſcenſion and allowances to our 
frailty we could reaſonably deſire, yet we 
| ſhould after all have been apt ſecretly to 
fear, that as God is infinitely exalted aboy: 
us, and incapable of feeling the difficultic, 
temptations, and evils with which we ſtrug- 
gle, ſo he might not make ſuch large al. 
lowances for them as we ſhould need, in 
order to our being acquitted at his Tribunal 
For if God be fri# to mark iniquity, ul. 
could land ? The“ heathen therefore in thei 
accounts of the Judgment which they ima- 
gined would paſs upon men after death, t. 
| preſented as Judges ſome of their fellows, 
| who had lived upon earth, but been cxem- 
plary juſt and religious. But mere men att 
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nd way equal to this great work, They 


have neither an extent nor juſineſs of un- 
derſtanding ſufficient to comprehend and 
meaſure the feveral relations and circum- 
ſtances of human actions, and the exact de- 
grees of good or evil in each; they cannot 
receive the knowledge of every one's temper 
and conduct, they are liable to be influenced 
by partial affections, and they want power 
to ratify their judgments, All theſe defects 
are ſupplied, and all the advantages we could 
wiſh, in regard of equity, mildneſs, conde- 
ſcenſion, are ſecured to us by God's conſti- 
tuting his own incarnate Son. our Judge, and 
infinitely more love, ſince our Judge ſub- 
mitted to be born and die to promote our 
eternal ſalvation. How could God more 
ſtrongly aſſure us of the equity of his pro- 
ceedings, of his unbounded goodneſs and 
teader compaſſion, of his unalterable con- 
cern for the happineſs of his creatures, and 
his gracious purpoſe to crown all with im- 
mortal life and happineſs, who do not ren- 
der themſelves utterly incapable and unwor- 
thy of life eternal? At the ſame time what 
better method could have been taken, to 
prevent finners from flattering themſelves 
with hopes of impunity in fin, ſince their 
Judge is the Son of God, * his expreſs Image, 
exactly reſembling him in his perfections, eſ- 
pecially in his wiſdom and holineſs? Muſt 

not 

' Hebr, i. 3. 
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not every reaſonable perſen own, that the 
more ſeriouſly he contemplates, and the more 
thoroughly he underſtands the chriſtian 
ſcheme, the more worthy of God it appears, 
and the more fit every way to advance the 
intereſts of virtue and piety amongſt man. 
kind? Could God in any way conceivable 
have rendered the laſt Judgment, at the ſame 
time more awful to all men, and more en- 
couraging to ſincere and honeſt minds, than 
by raifing his own Son to the Seat of judg- 
ment? God will overbear none by his infi- 
nite majeſty and power, for he will judge 
us by a Man like ourſelves; and none who 
are wicked and obſtinate can eſcape, for the 
Son of Man is alſo the Son of God. © 
2. Is all the World to be judged by Chriſt, 
what a mighty authority does this give to 
his Word and Laws; how intirely ſhould we 
reverence, ſtudy, and practiſe them ; and how 
dreadful will be the ſtate of thoſe, who re- 
jet and diſobey them! If an earthly Prince 
had given us Laws, on obſerving which 
all our intereſts in this World depended, 2 
Prince who was both able and diſpoſed to 
reward our obedience with the greateſt 
wealth and honour, or to puniſh our diſobe- 
dience with certain death and infamy ; if be 
had given us all imaginable aſſurance, that 
he would ſtrictly attend to the full execu- 
tion of his Laws, and not regard his crown 


or his life equally with it; and if his poawe! 
{0 


v reward or puniſh were beyond queſtion, 
ad we continually under his obſervation, 
z it poſſible we ſhould think any affair of 
tis life worthy our concern, in compariſon 
ith our knowing and obeying his laws.? 
ld we neglect them for any trifling 
muſement or purſuit;- or content ourſelves 
xcly with inquiring into the meaning of 
ke laws, Or criticiſing the air and expreſ- 
bon of the perſon who delivered the com- 
bands to us? And how is it, my Friends, 
hat we pay no more ſerious regard to the 
ws of the Son of God; which are not 
etely the counſels of a wiſe and gocd 
man our friend, that have nothing but 
heir reaſonableneſs and goodneſs to recom- 
end them to our obſervance, but are the 
cunſels and laws of the Son of God, 
if one who has all power in heaven and 
urth given to him; and who will certainly 
all us to an account as to our obſervin 
[neglecting them, and diſtribute ſuitable 
ewards or puniſhments, the eternal recom- 
ences he hath annexed to them? He can- 
dot be a little concerned, whether we obey 
Ir reject what he became incarnate, lived 
pon earth in an afflicted and perſecuted 
Padition, and at laſt died to recommend 
tore effectually to our eſteem and obe- 
lence, 
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« Is not, O my Soul, all this true 
Muſt I be ſhortly called to an account 
by the Son of God, and examined lor 
far 1 have conformed to his precept;? 
Am I aflured not only from the exc. 
lence of his commands, but from hi 
being made fleſh and dying, how dear u 
him an obedience to them muſt be, an 
how offenſive diſobedience? And hah 

this Laugiver a* power to ſave ar 
defiroy, to make happy forever, or U 
puniſh with everlaſting deflrutiion ; and 
it a matter of ſmall conſequence to me 
which of theſe he will do with regat 
to me? Whence is it that I read « 
hear his Word with no more ſeriou!nel 
and attention, and that I govern ny 
temper and conduct no more by it 
Whence is it that I am ſo careleſs in 
amining by it my title to his favour 
and to life eternal; am fo much info 
enced by the eſteem or opinion of othe! 
when I am only to be judged by tt 
Son of God; the ſame Divine Perla 
whoſe Goſpel ® teaches me, denying « 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live fobrr 
ly, righteouſly, and godly, in the preſent wr 
looking for. the bleſſed hope, and the gin 
ous appearing of the great God and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; who gave " 
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" fyr us, that he might redeem us from all 
« ;n;quity, and purify unto himſelf a pecu- 
Jar people, zealous of gocd works? I will 
« therefore for the future read and hear 
the Word of God with diligence and at- 
« tention 3 I will carefully learn, and faith- 
fully practiſe his Will; fince he who now 
jnſtructs me by his Word, and by his 
« Miniſters, wall ſhortly judge me by his 
„Son.“ 
And then, what juſt terrour does this 
doctrine ſpeak to all who reject the Goſpel 


means for knowing its truth and excellence ! 
lt is not an error barely as to a point of 
hiſtory and curious ſpeculation, not to be- 
eve that Chriſt was ſent by God, and to 
refuſe ſubmiſſion to his divine authority; 


2 defign which brought the Son of God 
on heaven, reconciled him to a mortal 
ite, and to the death of the Croſs, It 
in effect w crucifying the Son of God afreſh, 
ond putting him to open ſhame, declaring 
hat he ſuffered defervedly as an Impol- 
tor, counting the blood of the Covenant with 
which they might have been cleanſed an_un- 


a Heb, vi. 6. 


of Chriſt, after they have had ſufficient 


but it is oppoſing, through the influence of 
me criminal prejudice or corrupt paſſion, 


lvl thing, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of 
brace, Great as was the condeſcenſion and 
ye of the Son of God in becoming in- 


G 2 carnate, 
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carnate, and ſubmitting to death, for { 
inſtruction and reformation of manking, 
and great as was the love of God in giving 
up his own Son to death for the falyatin 
of the world, ſo great muſt be the con. 
cern of Chriſt and of his Father, for a0. 
vancing this deſign, and their diſpleaſur 
againſt thoſe who wilfully reject the Ge. 
pel. And how will they bear to appex 
before him, who have on them this guilt 
of fruſtrating in themſelves, and as fa: 2 
they could in others, the end of all hi; 
love, and of this infinite expence; which 
they have, who reject the Goſpel of Chtiſ, 
after it has been propoſed to them wii 
ſufficient evidence, and who ſeduce other 
into infidelity |! They who are inclined to 
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mine their own breaſts and ſee, whether 1 
latent pride, ſome favourite luſt, or fome 
worldly profits inconſiſtent with the Goſpt, 
be not the true cauſe of their unbelicf, a 
not a want of reaſonable evidence; whe 
ther one or all of theſe have not excitt 
them to hunt for objections againſt Chri- 
tianity, and to paſs ſlightly over and 4 
regard its glorious proofs. For What wi! 
it ſignify to pretend, that their cn K 
owing to a deficiency of evidence, not to thi 

neglecting fincerely and impartia Ily to qui 
or to the unreaſonableneſs of ſome doctrine 


which they think to be chriſtian, if the 
at 
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are not the real cauſes, Our wiſhes or 
miſtakes, or moſt confident aſſertions, can- 
not change the real truth of the caſe, or 
diveſt Jeſus Chriſt of the. dignity of Son 
of God, and Judge of the World, if he be 
really his Son, and appointed by him to 
be Judge. And as the Son of God, he 
Antes all hearts, and ts a ſearcher and dij- 
cerner of the thoughts, fees through all diſ- 
guiſes and pretences, and will puniſh a cri- 
minal diſbelief with a puniſhment propor- 
tioned to the evidences of his Religion, the 
excellence of it, and of that defign which 
theſe ſcoffers oppoſe; and to the greatneſs 
of that felicity tor which they diſquality 
themſelves and others. Infidelity is the 
growing corruption of our times, let us 
therefore fake heed leaſt we fall after this 
example of unbelief. For the word or Son 
of God 15 a diſcerner of the thoughts of the 
beart; and all things are naked and open to 


the eyes of him, to whom we are to give 


an account. 

And this doctrine ſpeaks equal or great- 
er terrour to all wicked chriſtians, It ſeems 
ot the two leſs criminal not to obey one 
Whoſe authority we really, though faultily, 
Wſhelieve and reject, than when we pre- 
tend to own his authority and our obliga- 
tons to him, to trifle with him in the 
moſt notorious manner, neglect his com- 


8 mands. 
: Revel. ii. 23. Heb, iv, 12. 7 Heb, iv. 13. 
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oppoſite to the ends of his incarnation al 
death, © Blefled Lord, how will wick. 
* ed profeſſors of thy Religion abide thin; 
*© appearance, the drunkard, the uncle 
„the ungodly, the covetous, the unjuſt 
the envious, the malicious, and unforgiy. 
ing, who in words own thee, but i 
* works deny thee!” Unhappy Creature! 
How will you anſwer ſuch queſtions 3 
theſe to your Judge, or to your own con- 
ſciences? Did you not profeſs to believe 
that I was the Son of God, that I cam: 
from heaven to give you Jaws, to wan 
you to flee from the wrath to come, an( 
to ſecure life eternal; that I redeemed yu 
with my blood, and would judge you . 
cording to your works, and certainly ext 
cute my fentence ? Could any words bt 
more expreſs than my laws were agen 


* 


c 


+ CC. th MA _ Fa 


thoſe vices which you have praCtiſed ? Di | 
I not aſſure you, not every one that fall 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into ti 
kingdom of Wat but he that doeth the «il t 
of my Father ? And by my Apoſtles inform | 
you, that " without * no man fhal! f 2 
the Lord; that the unrighteous ſhall nt, 
herit the kingdom of God; neither fern b 
tors, nor idolaters, nor adiilterer s, nor | h 
minate, nor abuſers of themſelves with no © 
tnd, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor di. 1 i 


ait 
Matt. vii. 21. : Heb, xii, 14, x Cor. 1. 
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ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall in- 
herit the kingdom of God; and yet one or 
other of theſe was your character through 
life? Did you not perſiſt in it againſt the 
inſtructions of my Word, the reproofs of 
my Miniſters, the motives of my Goſpel, the 
obligations of my Death, and the ſtrivings 
of my Spirit? Did you not continue to 
prefer your corrupt pleaſures or profits, be- 
fore complying with my reaſonable de- 
mands, and anſwering the purpoſes of my 
dying, even while you profeſt to believe 
that I was the Son of God, and that I 
died. for your ſalvation, and to mortify 
you to all ſin? ' Depart from me, I know 
you not, though you have been called by 
my name, and have eaten and drunk in 
preſence; I know you not, ye have been 
workers of iniquity. 

Can you according to the tenour of the 
Goſpel expect any other ſentence from the 
Son of God? Can you hope he will deny 
himſelf, and go contrary to the ends of 
his death? Or can you be eaſy while you 
have no ſecurity from hell, but ſuch un- 
grounded expectations? Who of you, if 
pulity of a capital crime, would not dread 
being tried for his life by a Judge, whom 
he had aftronted and injured in the great- 
eſt degree? And can you be eaſy to think 
that your ſtate for eternity will be deter- 
G 4 mined 


| Luke Xili, 27. 
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mined by an impartial Judge, whom yon 
have provoked by the moſt notorious gil 
and ingratitude, and whoſe mercy wy 
your only refuge from deſerved damnation? 
Will you not endeavour in time to be re. 
| conciled to him by your repentance, ſub- 
miſſion, and faithful obedience ? Reſolve 
therefore that you will no longer read © 
hear his Word, as a matter of form, of 
amuſement or ſpeculation; but that you 
will regard and obey his inſtructions as for 
your lives, as perſons who know he will 
be your Judge. Your attending conſtantly 
and with external reverence the Inſtitutions 
of his Religion, your profeſſing yourſelve: 
his diſciples, and communicating in his Or- 
dinances, if not productive of the proper 
fruits of piety and obedience, | inſtead of 
being your defence, will aggravate your 
condemnation. It will prove far more to- 
lerable in the day of Judgment, to have 
been wicked heathens than wicked cbriſ- 
Hans. | 
3. Shall we be judged at laſt by the Son 
of God, how much are we concerned to 
imitate the example which he ſet us while 
upon earth, if we would be approved by 
him at the great day! He muſt certainly 
have it at heart that we conform to bis 
example, when he deſcended from heaven, 
3 and was made fleſh, in order to give us 
| an imitable and perfect pattern of all got 
25 ng 
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neſs and piety; and if he approve himſelf 
and his own conduct, he cannot approve 
us at laſt unleſs we reſemble him. Let 
all who profeſs themſelves his diſciples and 
friends think ſeriouſly of this. Did the Son 
of God give me an example of the moſt 
conſtant and exalted piety, ſteddy regard to 
the ſupreme Being, refignation to his Will, 
frequent retirement and warm devotion 
did he ſpend whole nights in prayer, when 
doing good filled the day; and all this to 
inſtruct me to cultivate the love of God? 
How ſhall I ſtand before him at laſt, if 
I live as without God in the world? If 
I ſeldom or never pray in ſecret, if 
my devotions are formal and lifeleſs, and 
if inſtead of maintaining a ſenſe of God a- 
midſt the pleaſures and cares of the world, 
I plunge into theſe, ſo as almoſt intirely 
to forget God; if inſtead of being reſign- 
ed to his Will, and patient under his ap- 
pointments, I ſeldom regard his Providence, 
or refuſe to ſubmit to the circumitances 
whercin he places me, and to diſcharge the 
proper duties, endeavouring to free myſelf 
from them by forbiden methods? Did the 
son of God give me the pattern of the 
warmeſt love to mankind, and the moſt 
dive benevolence ; did he go about doing 
good to the bodies and fouls of men, and 
replect all other concerns in compariſon of 


this? 


Acts x. 38. 
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mankind an excellence in our Saviour, and 


the practice of the great and rich and 
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this? How ſhall I appear before him, how 
hope for his approbation, and how avoid be- 
ing condemned, if I wholly diſregard his 
example herein ; ; if I am intirely devoted 
to my own little intereſts, ſeldom or never 
do any good to others, by relieving the ne- 
ceſſitous, comforting the afflicted, or inſtruct- 
ing the ignorant? Was a generous love to 


muſt not the contrary temper of malice, 
uncharitableneſs, or ſordid ſelfiſhneſs, render 
me very offenſive to him ? Muſt he no: 
condemn me, unleſs I could hope, that our 
Lord to acquit me, will condemn himſelf? 
Was the Son of God meek and paticnt 
under injuries, temperate in the uſe of bo- 
dily pleaſures, always preferring the fatis- 
factions of goodneſs and devotion? And am 
I fierce, revengeful, intemperate, and whol- 
ly devoted to the pleaſures of the body: 
If in my meaſure I reſembled him, 1 
might be ſure of his approbation; and the 
nearer I reſembled him, the more cxalted 
would be my glory and happineſs. 

While others therefore propound to 
« themſelves other patterns, follow a mul- 
ce ftitude to do evil, or are determined by 


« worldly wiſe, thy life O Jeſus ſhall be 
e my pattern! It is in itſelf the moſt ex. 
<« cellent, and will ſoon be the ſtandard 


* by which all others ſhall be tried. May 
« ] pray 
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J pray and praiſe and meditate ; may I 
« love and ſerve God, and do good to 
« men, in a manner ſome way worthy of 
„thy example, that I may be thought 
« worthy of the honour of being owned 
« by thee at the great Judgment day !” 

4. What great incouragement does this 
yield to all fincere chriſtians, amidſt their 
many imperfections, difficulties, and tempta- 
tions, that they ſhall be judged by the Son 
of God, who was alſo the Son of Man, 
Are your trials ſevere, are your inclinations 
to ſome vice, ariſing from your peculiar 
conſtitution, ſtrong ? Is your virtue imper- 
fect ; do you come very ſhort of that in- 
tice love and devotedneſs to the Redeemer 
which you would fain reach ; do you ftrive 
hard againſt the influence of a tempting 
world, of bad examples, and the like ; 
which after all render your love to God 
and to Jeſus lels fervent, and your obedi- 
ence leſs uniform than your defire ? Upon 
a {crious review of your religions duties and 
virtues are you deeply humbled for your 
defect; and do you tremble when you 
think of the ſcrutiny of the laſt day, of 
appcaring before a "God who is greater than 
our hearts, and who knoweth all things, and 
who 1s of purer eyes than to behold iniquity 
with approbation ?; Be not dejected, ie 
as a Father pitieth his Children, jo the Lord 

 prlreth 

1 John iii, 20. Habak, i, 13. Pſal. ciii. 13. 
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pitieth them that fear him; he knoweth yr 
frame, he remembreth that ue are duſt, You 
will not appear before the bar of a Judge, ho 
ſeeks to condemn you, and will * be e 
to mark iniquity; but your Judge is your 
Friend, he loved you and died for you. He 
fartook of fleſh and blood, lived amidſt in. 


firmities, temptations, and ſufferings, that 


he might- experimentally know your Rate, 
and make every favourable allowance for 
it. Can you doubt of his approbation and 
love to the penitent, the ſincere, the truly 
though imperfectly obedient, when he di- 
ed to fave even the guilty world? He did 
not give laws on purpoſe to inſnare his ſuh- 
jets, nor place. us on our probation in 
order to our falling into miſery, but that 
we might approve ourſelves to be finally 
happy. He requires indeed that we ſhould 
labour after perfection, becauſe the better 
we are the more happy we ſhall he; but 
he will not * deſpije fincerity, His per- 
fect holineſs is tempered with equal love, 
and ſoftened by all the tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion of the human nature, of the moſt 
affeRionate Brother, of the moſt indul- 
ent Parent, To continued idleneſs, un- 
faithfulneſs, wilful diſobedience, ingrati- 


tude and hypocricy, he cannot be recon- 
| ciled; 


Pſal. xxx. 3, ? Rev. i. 5. Heb. ii. I4.-—:8. 
+ Mat. v. 46. 2 Cor: wii. 1: Mat. xil, 2% 
Heb, ii. 11, 
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ciled ; but the pious, the humble, the pe- 
nitent mourner, and the foul that bungers 
and thir/ts after righteouſneſs, and longs to 
be perfectly like him, he will ſatisfy, own, 
and reward; and meaſure our love and 
our virtue by the difficulties which we ſur- 
mounted, and by the temptations which 
we ſtruggled with and overcame. How 
may we rejoice to think of ſuch a Judge, 
who put the moſt favourable conſtruction 
on the crime of his murderers, and pray- 
ed to his Father to forgive. them, pleading 
for them that © Zhey knew not what they 
did; who with ſo much gentleneſs and 
patience bore the dulneſs, prejudices and 
faults of his Apoſtles, while he converſed 
with them; excuſed their © feeping during 
his Agony, and forgave their deſerting him 
when he was apprehended ; and who in- 
dured the pain of the Croſs, and was in all 


things tempted ſite unto us, though ſtill 


cello fin! Whatever condeſcenſions and 
allowances can be expected. from the moſt 
perfect goodneſs, and are reconcileable with 
an equal love of virtue and piety, and a 
warm concern for our trac perfection and 
happineſs, you may expect from him; and 
who can deſite any other? « will en- 
deavour to need no other, and ſince my 
KRedecmer to whom I owe a molt per- 


ce fe 


Matt. v. 3, 4, 6. © Luke xxiii, 34. Matt, xxvi. 
32, 41. Luke xxii. 31, 32. 
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« fect love, and moſt zealous and conſtant 
* obedience, will not deſpiſe the day of 
« {mall things, I will labour to be intire- 
* ly his.“ 

5. How great will be the glory, happineſs, 
and reward of the Saints, when they ſhall 
be judged and rewarded by the Son of 
God, who lived upon earth, and died on 
a croſs to advance their happineſs, and 
who hath all power in heaven and earth 
in his hands! The greatneſs of this reward 
will be determined, not by the meanneſ 
of our virtue and obedience, but by the 
infinite benignity of that God * who gave 
his own Son to death for us, and by the 
greatneſs of his love who 1s the diſpenſer 
of it, Who can comprehend the greatneſs 
of that goodneſs, friendſhip, and condeſcen- 
tion, which brought him from heaven down 
to our fintul world, reconciled him to lead 
the life of a poor mortal, ſubject to all the 
inconveniences of our condition, to periecu- 
tions, and at laſt to death ! Is not the love 
herein manifeſted above our apprehenfions, 
and above compariſon great? Great then, 
above all our preſent apprehenſions and 
compariſons, muſt be the glory and bleſſed- 
neſs which he will confer on his rede em- 
ed and approved. Judge not therefore chri- 
tian of thy future happineſs by the ſhort. 


neſs 


e Matt, xxviii, 18, John xiv 1, 2. f Rom, vii, 
22; 
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neſs of thy time of trial, by the imperfec- 
tion of thy goodneſs, of thy gratitude and 
love, but judge of it by the greatneſs of 
thy Saviour's condeſcenſion in leaving hea- 
ven for thee, by the tenderneſs and gene- 
roſity of his dying love. It is true we 
(hall be rewarded ® according to our works; 
in proportion as our obedience has been 
more intire, our happineſs will be more 
abundant ; but then, the loweſt degree of 
happineſs injoyed to eternity will be infi- 
nitely above the obedience of the beſt, For 
b be that loved us and waſhed us from our fins in 
his own blood, it is he that rewards us, and 
makes us Kings and Prieſts unto God. The 
God who hath given us his own Son, and 
ſubjected him to death, that he might be 
compleatly our Saviour, and who appoints 
him to diſtribute his favours, and to be 
our Judge, will with him give us all things; 
as great a happineſs as our capacities will 
admit. As much therefore as eternity ex- 
ceeds time, as much as the dignity of the 
Son of God exceeds that of any earthly 
Monarch, and as much as his dying love 
exceeds the affection of any Prince to his 
lubjefts, ſo much will the reward and hap- 
pineſs conferred by the Son of God at the 
laſt day, exceed all the happineſs and glo- 
ry of the preſent life; for eye hath not 
ſeen, nor hath ear heard, nor hath it en- 


tered 
* Rom, ii. 6. * Rav. . 5 6. 1 Cor. ii. 9 
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tered into the heart of man to conceive the 
things, which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, and which the Son of God will 
give to thoſe whom he loved to the death, 
To conclude, 

6. How righteous, how terrible, and how 
remidileſs, will the condemnation and milery 
of the wicked be, when they ſhall reccive 
their ſentence from the Son of God! To 
what tribunal can they appeal in hope of 
a more favourable ſentence, when con- 
demned by the Son of God, the Medialor 
between God and Man, by him who was 
made fleſh and died that he might fave them] 
Can they expect to be acquitted or forgi- 
ven by God, when his Son in his name 
ſhal! ſentence them to eternal deſtruction! 
And how juſtly will he condemn them 
He converſed on earth that he might know 
the difhculties in our way to virtue and 
| happinefs, and ſuit his laws, his motives, 
and aſſiſtances to them, and make every 
reaſonable and gracious allowance at laſt; 
after all this he condemns them; and it 
their condemnation proceed from ſuch a 
Judge, how juſt muſt we conclude it to 
be! His example ſhowed them, that picty 
and virtue were not only moſt lovely in their 
greateſt degrees, but practicable ; he directed 
ard excited them by his inſtructions and 
example, * offered them the Mlance of bes 

pri R 


Luke xi. 13, Rev. iii. 21. 
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Spirit, and encouraged them by the promiſe 
of a retard of the fame kind with his own. 
Could he do more for the ſalvation of reaſon- 
able and free creatures, than live on earth, 
and try the world in perſon, that he might 
adapt his Religion to their weakneſſes and 
wants, and at laſt die to reconcile them fully 
unto God, and! open the way for the moſt 
liberal communications of his Spirit? Could 
more powerful motives have been revealed, 
than he hath revealed ? Could he lay men 
under greater obligations of gratitude or in- 
tereſt ? Surely if they had acted ſo, that their 
falvation would be any way conſiſtent with 
the honour of God's perfections and govern- 
ment, Jeſus would have faved them. But all 
wicked chriftians will be condemned by him; 
they muſt therefore certainly periſh, except 
they now repent. Who ſhall plead with God 
for you, when the * one Mediator between God 
and man cuts you off? Who ſhall deliver you 
when the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
fins ef the World, ſhall change his mecknets 
and love for a juſt indignation, and appears 
3s the Lion of the Tribe of Fudab to tear you 
in pieces? How intolerable will be the 
thought, that you are doomed to miſery by 
the Son of God, who died to have ſaved you, 
but yon would not comply with his offers, 


and be ſaved by him! You muſt fee it to be 


H wholly 
Gal. ili. 13. 14. 
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wholly your own fault that you are mit. 
rable ; and how much more miſerable vil 
this reflection make you, that you were h 
obſtinately bent on your own ruin, and were 
even greater enemies to yourſelves, than the 
Saviour of the world could be a friend? « () 
* my Redeemer, whoever condemns 0. 
** caſts me off, let me not be condemned and 
*© caſt off by thee ! I can bear the ſcorn and 
cenſures of men, their hatred or fury, | 
** canimpute theſe to a want of knowledge, 
** of juſtice, or goodneſs, but if thou con- 
« demneſt me 1 muſt be guilty, if thay 
% ſhouldſt caſt me off I muſt be utterly 
„ wretched, There is no goodneſs, no con- 
* deſcenſion, no compaſſion like thine, 1 
*© will therefore now avoid with the utmoſt 
care whatever thy Word condemns. ! 
** will immediately reform all thoſe vice, 
* which thy Goſpel has marked for damna- 
| ** tion ; and exerciſe myſelf in all thoſe vir- 
1 _ «* tues which thou haſt ſo ſtrongly recom- 
| | © mended. I will not neglect this preſent 
| | * time, this day of ſalvation, ſince it will 
x ** be in vain to with of hope for any other, 
Bu * If my guilt be not now purged by repen- 
| | **. tance, thro' thy death, there will remain 

| *© no other ſacrifice for fin, but a certain 
| « fearful loobing for of Judgment and fir) 
„ indignation, which ſhall devgur thine ad- 


\ » . 
? % derſaries.“ 
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May God our heavenly Father grant 
therefore, that what has been now repre- 
ſented to our conſideration may determine 
us all immediately to fly from the wrath 


to come, and to lay hold on eternal 
life, Amen, 


a 4 
© at 6 — 
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For ue muſt all appear before the Judgment 
Seat of Cbriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in dus Body, according to that 
be hath done, whetber it be Seal or bad. 


To Fe Text, I obſerved, con- 
. 8 tains ſeveral important truths 
1 to the laſt Judgment, 

8 I R Wir which I have undertaken to 
treat diſtinctly; the Certainty 
of it, we muſt all appear ; the Perſon who 


will be our Judge, before the Fudgment Seat 


of Chrift ; the Manner of our trial, as moſt _ 


publick and equitable, wwe i all appear, that 
*very one may receive according to that he 
bath done ; ; the Perſons to be then tried, all 

| H z 
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muſt appear; and finally, the Aclions fot 
which we are to be accountable, the thing, 
done in the Body, whether good or bad. I have 
treated the two firſt of theſe points, the Cy. 
tainty of this univerſal Judgment, and of the 


Fitneſs of our Lord Chriſt to ſupport this great 


character of univerſal Judge, My method 


now leads me, 


III. To give you the Scripture account of 
the Manner of this great tranſaction, which 


will be moſt publick, and equitable, and it's 


equity acknowledged by all, 

1. The tranſactions of the laſt Judgment 
ſhall be moſt public, and it ſhall appear to 
the conviction of all, that there is a God why 
judgeth the children of men by his Son. The 
Judge ſhall be ſeated on a high and dazling 
throne, ſurrounded with a viſible glory and 
majeſty, and cloathed with a human body: 
the body in which he lived on earth was per- 
ſecuted, ſentenced, ſcourged, and crucified, 
but adorned now with a radiance and beauty 
equal to his former deap abaſement, and un- 
deſerved difgrace. * Behold, he cometh with 
clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, and they al 


% who pierced bim; and all kindreds of tit 


earth wail becauſe of bim; even jo, Amen. 
He ſhall come with a glory far ſuperior to 


that in which he appeared to this Apoſtle, 


cloathed with a bright garment down to tic 
foot, and girt about the paps with a golamn 
girdle 

Rev. i. 7, 13, 14, 15. 
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vi vale. His head and bis hairs white like 1wool, 
ns white as ſnow ; and his eyes as a flame of 


fre; and his feet like unto fine braſs burning 


in a furnace; his voice as the ſound of many 
waters ; and his countenance as the ſun ſhining 
in his ſtrength. Our Apoſtle in another place 
thus repreſents this grand and publick tranſac- 
tion, as he ſaw it in a viſion. * IT /awa great 
white throne, and him that ſat on it; from 
whoſe face the earth anid the heavens fled away, 
aud there was found no place for them, And I 


ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, tand before God; 


and the Books were opened, and another Book 
nas opened which is the Book of life; and the 


dead were judged out of thoſe things which 


were written in the Books, according to their 
works, Both Saints and Sinners you ſee ſhall 
appear before his grand Tribunal; and the 
tranſactions be publick before the whole col- 
lection of mankind, of Angels, and of Devils. 
God now in the diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence often rewards or puniſhes men in a real 
tho' /ecre? manner. The preſent inward ſa- 
tisfactions of goodneſs and piety, a ſtrong 
ſenſe of his favour, ſucceſs to their good de- 
hens, deliverance from evils, and the like, 
are the rewards which God now frequently 
confers on the good. On the other hand, 
ſecret ſhame, remorſe, diſappointments, diſ- 
ales, puniſhments from men, infamy and 
death, are often diſpenſed to the wicked here 


by a righteous Providence : but this is not 
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done ſo ſtatedly and univerſally, as to man. 
feſt to the full conviction of all the ley: 
which God bears to virtue and piety, an! 
his abhorrence of wickedneſs, Yea, it is; 
frequent complaint of good men, that Gy 
does not diſtinguiſh his ſervants by vis 
inſtances of his favour, and the wicked by hi 
vengeance ; but that for the generality * al 
things come alixe to all, and there is one ev 
to the righteous and to the wicked. And the 
wicked ſwelling with pride, conſcious at th: 
ſame time to villany and ſucceſs, ſay in thei 
hearts, and ſometimes aloud, *© I there hnxe. 
ledge tn the moſt high, and is there indeed « 
God who judgeth in the earth? 

But this great God, who now conce:ls 
himſelt behind ſecond cauſes, who is patient 
with men during a proper time of trial, and 
who over-rules the ſufferings of good mc", 
and the proſperity of bad, ſo as to aniwe 
by them very beneficial and important pur- 
poles, this God will not always hide him 
No — * he bath appointed a day in the hi! 
he wwil! judge the World in righteouſneſs ; and 
make all men to know, that he is not a Gi 
who hath pleaſure in intquity,, or who is is 
gardleſs whether his reaſonable and free cre 
tures love or hate, reverence or deſpiſe hin. 
The whole race of mankind preſent at onc: 
ſhall be fully convinced of his wiſdom, hol. 

nels 

© Pf. Ixxiii. Jerem. xii. "RE 4 Eecl. ix. 2. 

e Acts xvii. 31. 
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nels, and juſtice z, and the rewards of good- 
neſs and puniſhments of vice ſhall be far more 
publick than the moſt notorious inſtances of 
cither ever were. There ſhall be no more 
any room left for the Atliciſt's preſumption, 
or for the doubts and fears of the pious. 
The glory of the Saints ſhall appear to all, 
the Judge himſelf, all good Angels and good 
men, publickly declaring their approbation 
of their character and the immenſe value of 
their bleſſedneſs and reward; and wicked 
men and Devils by their ſilence, confuſion, and 
deſpair, ſhall evidence their ſenſe of it. And 
before this great aſſembly, the Judge ſhall 
condemn and ſentence the wicked, Angels 
and Saints will applaud the ſentence, Sinners 
and Devils own it juſt. What an important, 
what an affecting conſideration is this! How 
tender is our ſenſe of ſhame ; how eager, how 
urgent our deſite of glory; and how often do 
we fatally miſapply thele pathons ; while 


thro' a dread of the cenſure of mortals, of 


blind thoughtleſs infatuated ſinners, we vio- 
late our duty, and are content to incur the 
diſapprobation of God ard of his Son now, 
and perhaps of many Angels, witneſſes to our 
tolly and guilt, and the certain univerſal in- 
tamy of the laſt day, if a fincere repentance 
do not prevent it! And if it does, yet we 
are {ure to loſe a conſiderable degree of glory, 
which a ſteddy virtue would have ſecured. 
This future honour or ditgrace will be viſible 


and 
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and publick in the face of the world; let ut 
therefore oppoſe this to the preſent cenſures of 
applauſes of ſinners, and appeal in out 
thoughts from men partial and erroneous, to 
men better informed before the Tribunal of 
God, and the Court of Angels and Saints. 
Its true, did men now reflect as juſtly and 
cloſely as they ought, the preſence and in- 
ſpection of an infinitely wiſe, almighty, and 
moſt righteous God, would outweigh every 
other conſideration, and nothing would be: 
valued in compariſon of his approbation, no- 
thing dreaded fo much as his diſpleaſure ; 
but ſuch is our weakneſs and inattention, 1 
ſpiritual inviſible Being, even tho” it be God 
himſelf, does not affect us ſo ſtrongly, as a 
number of men before our eyes; and we can 
hardly ſupport ourſelves againſt theſe, againſt 
their inſults, contempt, and condemnation, 
merely with the thought of an approving God. 
In condeſcenſion therefore to our weakneſsGod 
has ſet before us a day, wherein his approbation 
or cenſure ſhall be ſenſible and publick, infi- 
nitely more publick than the moſt pompou: 
triumph, or the moſt notorious diſgrace, An 
I then the only perſon influenced by Religion 
amidſt bad company, who are diſpoſed to 
commit ſome fin, perhaps lewdneſs or 
drunkenneſs? Do they ſcoff at ſobriety and 
chaſtity as mean ſpirited things, and at the 
perſon who is reſolved in obedience to the 
commands of Chriſt to preſerve his purity, 
the poſſeſſion of his Reaſon, and a capacity 


105 
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for well m—_— his actions, as a ſlave, who 
is afraid to be free and to enjoy life? And 
does this almoſt bear me down, and prevail 
with me contrary to my convictions to in- 
dulge a debauch with them ? Poor ſpirited 
chriſtian, ſupport thyſelf, if thou wanteſt 
this ſupport, by looking forward to the laſt 
day, where thou ſhalt have an infinitely 
greater number of ſpectators, and all of them 
thine approvers, if thou art firm to thy duty, 
and reſolutely abſtain from vice. 

2. This future Judgment ſhall be moſt 
righteous and equitable. Every circumſtance, 
every thought, and action, ſhall be conſidered, 
which are neceſlary for forming a right judg- 
ment, and ſhewing the conduct and cha- 
tacter of the perſon, and his demerits in a 
true light, This is intimated in the words 
cited from St. Fohn. And I ſaw the gead, 
ſmall and great, ſtand before God, and the Books 
were opened, and the dead were judged out of 
the things written therein, according to their 
works, The Scripture mentions ſeveral Books 
of God. ? There is the Book of life, which con- 
tains the names of thoſe who are approved of 
God, and will be rewarded by him; in which 
there appears an alluſion to the antient 
cuſtom of enrolling the names of citizens, 
that it might certainly be known who had a 
ht to the privileges of citizens, There 1s 

| alſo 
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alſo the ® Goſpel, according to which chriſtians 
will be judged, which is juſtly repreſented 
as then opened, becauſe we ſhall be ſentenced 
to life or death, according as we have believed 
or rejected, obeyed or diſobeyed it. And 
there ſeems deſigned by St. John another 
Book, which we may call the Book of God; 
remembrance, wherein all the thoughts, and 
actions, and words of men, are ſuppoſed to 
be recorded. You need not be told, that we 
arc not to underſtand thoſe things literally, 
neitherGod nor his Son wanting ſuch remem- 
brancers, who can neither err, forget, be ig- 
norant, or judge amiſs. All that we are to 
learn from theſe paſſages is the great exatineſ; 
with which the Judge will proceed, The 
rightcous ſhall be as certainly remembered and 
rewarded according to the Goſpel, as if they 
and their good actions were recorded in 4 
B:ok, and this Book with the Goſpel lay open 
betore the Judge on his Tribunal. And all 
the actions and thoughts of all the wicked ſhall 
be preſent to the obſervation of the Judge, and 
they ſentenced according to them, and not 
one omitted; any more than if our Lord had 
written them all in a Book, and kept it open 
before him. Sins ſhall not then be omitted, 
becauſe they lay concealed in the heart, and 
never for want of opportunity appeared 1n the 
life; nor ſhall any good deſires or purpolcs, 
1 which 
kh Tohn xii. 48. Rom. ii. 12. 
Rev. xx. 12. lalac. ili. 16. 
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which merely thro' want of opportunity were 
not exerted, be then forgotten or unrewarded. 


The Judge being the Sen of God, as well as 


the Son of Man, has a perfect knowledge of 


human nature, of it's capacities, abilities, and 
infirmities, of every circumſtance of all our 
lives and actions, of the hindrances to virtue 
and piety, and the temptations to fin, of the 
reſtraints from fin, and the motives and aſ- 
ſiſtances for forming a religious character, 
amidſt which every one has lived; and * be 
ſearcheth the heart and the reins; and there is 
no creature hidden from him; for all things are 
naked and open unto the eyes of him, to who 


we are to g1Ve an account. | 


It is not indeed certain, that at the laſt Judg- 


ment every thought and action of a man's life 


will be diſtinctiy and publickly mentioned and 


examined, and every finner be tried ſeperately ; 
for then milliams of ages would not be ſufficient 
for the tranſactions of the laſt Judgment. 
Some hundreds of millions now live and act, 
obey or fin together ; and if all theſe were to 
be judged ſeperately one after another, a 
period ſome hundred of millions of ages lon- 
ger than the whole duration of our world, it is 
evident would not ſuffice for this Judgment, 
which yet in ! /cripture is uſually repreſented 
4 the work of a Day. Tho' the Judge be 
granted equal to the work of judging all man- 

| kind 
* i. 23. Heb, iv. 13. Acts xvii. 31. 2 Pet. ili. 
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kind af once, of attending at the fame time 
without the leaſt diſtraction to the caſes and 
conduct of the whole human race, yet none 
of us are capable of a like attention, of taki 
our own trials, aud obſerving at the ſame time 
the trials of an infinite number of men; it is 
therefore highly improbable, that every 
thought and action, of every particular per. 
ſon, will be diſtinctly obſerved, and men- 
tioned at the laſt Judgment, 

But it may be urged, is it not expreſly and 
often declared, that ® there is nothing ſecret 
which ſhall not he made known ; that God will 
judge the fecrets of all hearts by Jeſus Chriſt; 
bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs ; and 
make manifeſt the thoughts of the heart, that 
every good man may hade praiſe from God; and 
that every work ſball be brought into Fudg. 
ment with every ſecret thing ? And is not this 
doctrine one of the mightieft reſtraints from 
ſecret fins, and excitements to ſecret piety 
and fincere goodneſs? I anſwer, theſe are in- 
deed the expreſs and certain declarations of 
Scripture, and will be fully madegood ; and the 
following ſuppoſition will I think come up to 
| the juſt and full meaning of theſe Scriptures, 
That every perſon ſhall before the Tribunal ol 
; Chriſt be placed in a rank or degree of glory 
and honour, or of ſhame and infamy, in the 
view of all, exactly anſwering to his real 

| good- 
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goodneſs or viciouſneſs, whether ſecret or 
open; and that in the allotting every one his 
ſation, his moſt ſecret ſins or virtues ſhall not 
be forgotten by the Judge, but be preſent to 
his view, and influence his diſpoſal, Ever 
fin, tho' the moſt ſecret, will have its v:/ble 
effect of ſhame before the general aflembly 
of Angels and men, as really as if it were 
mentioned particularly, or had been moſt 
notoriouſly publick ; and every good 
thought and purpoſe or diſpoſition of the 
pious ſhall have as viſible an effect in ex- 
ating their ſtation of glory and felicity in the 
view of all, If we may build upon every 
particular circumſtance of the deſcription, 
which our Lord gives of the laſt Judgment, 
there are ſeveral in Matt, xxv. 31. — which 
favour this ſuppoſition, that men ſhall not be 
examined diſtinctly as to every thought and 
action, but rather ranked in companies, ac- 
cording to their being equal in guilt, and ha- 
ving indulged like vices; or equal in goodneſs, 
and diſtinguiſhed by the ſame virtues. Thus all 
wicked chriſtians who had been remarkably 
guilty of uncharitableneſs, particularly to- 
wards the ſuffering ſervants of Chriſt, are 
tried and condemned together. Go ye Curſed, 
for I was an hungry and ye gave me no meat, 
Kc. This their diſtinguiſhing fin and its 
aggravations alone are declared to the world, 
and they receive publickly for it a ſentence of 
condemnation, May we not therefore agree- 
ably to this account of our Lord ſuppoſe, that 
1 ry all 
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all whoſe guilt is alike, who abuſed like ad. 
vantages for virtue and piety; ſinned againſt 
equal degrees of light and grace, and whoſe 
characters and lives have been alike vicious, 
will be ranked together; their common crime 
be mentioned with the common aggravation 
of them, and they together doomed to x 
ſhame and miſery proportioned exactly to 
their real guilt, to all their crimes whether = 
fore ſecret or open? And thus in like manner 
with regard to the righteous and their good 
actions, 

For that the ins of the righteous ſhall not 
publickly be remembered apainſt them, ap- 
pears evident from the exprefiions uſcd n 
Scripture, to denote God's forgiving their 
offences; ſuch as his“ nt remembering them 
any more bis blotting them cut; bis covering 
them, and removing them as far away as the 
Eaſt is from the Weſt ; our being waſhed from 
cur fins in the blood of Chriſt ; and preſented ts 
the Father a glorious Church without ſpot or 
wrinkle ; and prefented faiutleſs before the 
preſence of bis glory with ox ceeding j joy. And 
turther, the Judge himſelf in the before cited 
paſſage Matt, xxv. publickly mentions only 
the good actions of the righteous, that they 
had viſited, cloathed, and relieved him, when 
afflicted in bis ſuffering brethren, Ir is very 
true, the /inful thoughts and aclians of good 
men, whether pariicularly mentioned or [no 

6 
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at the laſt day, will be reatly judged, and 
their glory and bleſſedneſs will be leſs in pro- 

tion to the number and aggravations of 
theſe. It therefore becomes them to be as 
careful to avoid all fin, even the moſt ſecret, 
12 if it would be proclaimed before the general 
aſſembly of Angels and Men, Their moſt 
ſecret faults are now known to God and to 
Tefus, whoſe diſapprobation is infinitely 
more to be dreaded than that of the whole 
world; and having a neceſſary ill influence 
on the improvement and perfection of their 
minds, will certainly fink them lower in the 
ſcale of honour and felicity. For tho' by re- 
pentance, by vows, and effectual reſolutions 
of amendment, they may thro' Chriſt be 
forgiven, yet as in their commiſſion of fin 
d recovery from it, and from its ill effects, 
they have ſpent ſo much of life, and failed of 
o many degrees of a progreſſive piety and 
goodneſs, which they might otherwiſe have 
obtained with the ſame ſerious reſolution and 
liligence, by which they have recovered 
themſelves to repentance, they will of con- 
quence loſe a proportionable degree of the 
iuture glory and bleſſedneſs; and in this reſpect 
their ſecret ſins will appear to the world, 
Further; as the laſt Judgment ſeems prin- 
Cipally deſigned fore clearing and vindicating 
he conduct of divine Providence in the go- 

1 vernment 
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vernment of the world, and letting the chi. 
dren of men into the reaſons of his moſt ty. 
ſterious diſpenſations, as far as ſball be nec. 
ſary to make the general ſcheme of Pj. 
dence appear even to the whole world to he 
worthy of God, fo far particular charaQ; 
and actions may be publickly examined and 
expoſed to view. Have ſome under the c. 
lour of Religion carried on ſucceſsfully th 
moſt wicked deſigns, (as hath been done pur. 
ticularly by * antichriſtian powers and per. 
ſecutors) and thus brought a great diſgrace on 
Religion? Theſe perſons ſhall be ſtript of their 
diſguiſe, and expoſed naked to the ſcorn of the 


free from the leaſt ſhare in their wicked and 
deſtructive practices. Have perſons of real and 
exalted piety and merit been ill treated,defam:d 
and perſecuted, and their worth quite buried 
under heaps of mitrepreſentation, and calum. 
ny, as were the Apoſtles and firſt Chi 
ſtians? Their virtues ſhall be 4pub/ichly men- 
tioned, to the eternal confuſion of thoſe wi 
thus abuſed them. Is the great proſperity 0 
ſuch a wicked man now a ſcandal to mary! 
Perhaps it may appear to have been the it 
ward of the real and eminent goodnels of 
Parent; or perhaps it will then appear | 
had qualities which inabled him to do gre 
good to his country, er like Nabuchadneza 
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to effect important ſchemes of the divine Pro- 
vidence, And where men have gloried and 
triumphed in ſucceſsful wickedneſs, and been 
ſorrounded by baſe flatterers, who have 
varniſhed over their actions, concealed the 
moſt odious parts of them, and cloathed the 
other with falſe ornaments, and forged vir- 
mes, to the impoſing on the injudicious 
many ; which hath been done by Orators and 
Prets for the greateſt Tyrants and Deſtroyers 
of mankind, Alexander for inſtance, Julius 
Ceoſer and Lewis the 14th of France; in ſuch 
caſes, where men have been eminently wicked, 
and at the ſame time have dazled the crowd 
with their external grandeur, and avoided the 
condemnation and puniſhment which their 
crimes deſerved, it ſeems moſt highly wor- 
thy of God, and agreeable to the * Scripture 
account of the laſt Jadgment, that ſuch great 
anners ſhould be publickly expoſed, and 
loaded with an infamy great as their guilt, as 
the greatneſs they have abuſed, and the mi- 
fries they have brought on the world. 

Again; this conſideration that every 
perſon ſhall be judged immediately after death 
or his own actions, ſeems to juſtify the opi- 
mon, that they ſhall be no further particularly 
examined and judged at laſt, than is neceſſary | 
0 Huſtrate the conduct of divine Providence, | 
lu the © parable of the rich man and Lazarus | 
dur Lord informs us, that immediately 
I 2 after . 
Rev, xx. 12, xi. 18. Luke xvi. 193” | { 
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after they die perſons are aſſigned to gif. 
ferent places ; and as the Juxurious rich 
man is tormented, and the pious Lazgry 
happy in Abraham's boſom, immediately at. 


ter death, their tempers and lives muſt hay: 


undergone the inquiry and judgment of Gy 
The * wiſe man alſo ſays expreſly, that when 
the duſt returns to Earth, the Spirit return; i; 
God who gade it; who will bring every wk 
into Judgment with every ſecret thing. Nay 
if the ſpirits of the wicked return to God, | 
muſt be only to receive their ſentence, for 
„the fooliſh ſhall not fland in his fight, and none 
but they ht work righteouſneſs dwell in bi. 
holy hill, or in the heavenly Jeruſalem; and 
Judas immediately after his death wen? 40 jj 
own place. Beſides theſe Scriptures, and 
others which mention the“ immediate haft. 
neſs of good men, and therefore prove thit 
they have been tried and approved before the 


general Judgment; from the nature of thc 
ſoul and it's ſtate after it is ſeparated from the 


body we might reaſonably infer it. For in- 
mediately on leaving the body, the ſoul palis 
into the preſence of God; who being a 
every where, is hid from our view only 6; 


this veil and incloſure of fleſh, When ve 


put off the body, we are alſo freed from thit 


which clouded our judgment, and hinder 


our paſling a right ſentence on ourſelves, 4 
remoyel 


t Eccl. xii. 7, 14. Pſ. v. f. xv. 1, 2. Rev. xxl. 7 
Acts i. 25. 2 Cor. v. 1—9. Philip i. 23. 
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.removed from the diverſions and inchant- 
ments of the world, and from the company of 
ill judging men, whoſe opinions often make us 
think wrong as to our own conduct, and hin- 
der us from reflecting impartially upon it, 
and we converſe immediately with good or 
evil Angels, from either of whom we may 
cafily learn our ſtate and our doom : when 
this is our caſe, and we are conſcious to the 
immediate preſence of God, all-knowing and 
moſt righteous, the ſoul cannot then but reflect 
with the greateſt concern and ſtrictneſs on it's 
conduct, and acquit or condemn itſelf as it de- 
ſerves ; eſpecially as God will direct and con- 
firm this ſentence, by aſſigning departed ſpi- 
its to different guards, and removing them to 

! coidely diſtant habitations. 

If it be objected, to what purpoſe then is 
the general Judgment, if men are judged and 
ſentenced immediately after death? I anſwer, 
men may be conſidered in two views, either 
25 reaſonable and free beings, accountable for 
their actions, capable of holineſs or fin, and 
poſſeſt by one of theſe ; or as members of a 
ſocrety, and parts of a great moral ſyſtem, 
managed and governed by God for ſome great 
end, As /ingle perſons they are judged im- 
mediately after death, and are determined to 
happineſs or miſery, and enjoy or ſuffer the 
natural conſequences of a pious or ſinful lite. 
But as they are deſcended from Adam, are 

I 3 parts 
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Parts of this vaſt community, and the, 
Conduct has fallen under a peculiar direction 
of the divine Providence in purſuing it's ge- 
neral ſcheme ; as they are related to Others, 
and have conſiderably influenced their virty; 
and happineſs, or the contrary; and the; 
behaviour may have occaſioned ſome remark. 
able ſteps of Providence, and a knowledge o 
| it is neceſſary for placing the wiſdom, holineſ, 
or goodneſs of the divine government in 4 
convincing light; fo far ſhall their particular 
| characters and conduct be diſplayed, and 
| they be particularly judged at the laſt day. 
| Thus the remorſe of conſcience and the 
ſtittings of raging paſſions and baſe ungratificd 
deſires, as they are the natural fruit and pu- 
niſhment of perſonal vices ; and the joy, purity, 
activity, and perfection which naturally 
ſpring out of a life of virtue and are it's proper 
reward ; theſe take place immediately after 
| death. But as the mortality of mankind 
| thro' Adam, and their reſtoration to a capacity 
of immortal life by the Son of God, are an 
| eſſential part of the general plan of Provi- 
dence, this univerſal reſurrection is deferred 
. till the general Judgment. The repreſenting 
| theſe two Judgments in this light juſtifies our 
| belief of both, and ſhews that neither of 
{ them 1s ſuperfluous, but that each anſwers im- 
| portant ends of the divine government, | 
| might obſerve further to confirm this account, 
| that uſually when our Lord or his Apolile: 


refer 
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efet chriſtians for incouragement or ſupport 
% the day of general Judgment, it is with 
2 view to their * publick conduct, and to ani- 
mate them againſt the ſlanders and perſecuti- 
ons which they ſuffered for his cauſe. Where- 
as when they recommend a perſonal virtue as 
' purity of heart, charity of diſpoſition, and 
the like, they promiſe a reward not deferred 
till the general Judgment, but to be injoyed 
as ſoon as we drop the body, and join the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. Bleſſed are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; and 
charity never faileth. Theſe diſpoſitions im- 
mediately qualify the pure and benevolent 
for their proper happineſs; they enjoy it here 
in 2 lower degree in the knowledge and 
love of God, and in conſcious goodneſs, and 
when they drop the body injoy it in perfec- 
tion. An inſtance of the other kind you have, 
where to incourage his Apoſtles and others to 
confeſs him before men, in the face of danger 
and perſecution, he promiſes to confeſs them 
ve/cre his Father, and all his holy Angels. 

Upon the whole, I would not be underſtood 
to determine poſitively the exact Manner ac- 
cording to which the proceedings of the laſt 
diy hall be conducted. I only offer to con- 
ſideration what to me appears to agree with 
the hints given in Scripture with relation to 
this great affair, and not unworthy the di- 

14 vine 
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vine manner of proceeding in other inſtance; 
As far only as it is countenanced by theſe you 
are to regard it, Our Lord was not ſollicitous 
to gratify our curiofity, by an ordeily and 
minute detail of the circumſtances of the lat 
Judgment, but contented himſelf with re. 
vealing all that was neceſſary to give our 
faith the moſt powerful and happy influence 
on our conduct; affuring us that no ſecrecy 
or diſguiſe can hide our ſins from the view of 
God, or the notice of the laſt day; that not 
the moſt hidden vice or virtue ſhall be oyer. 
looked, not even thoſe actions which becauſ: 
we have wholly forgotten, we might imagine 
were intirely loft to us, but that all ſhall be 
conſidered in determining the characters and 
ſtates of men at laſt; and that it therefore 
moſt nearly concerns us, with the utmo! 
attention to regulate by his Goſpel every 
thought and action, during our whole time 
of trial, To conclude this repreſentation 
of the Manner of this great tranſaction. 

3. It will not only be moſt publich and 
equitable but the juſtice and equity of it ſha! 
be acknowledged by all. What St. Paul iy: 
of another important diſpenſation of Pros. 
dence, that it was ſo conducted that ever) 
mouth might be flopped, and all the world «f- 
hear guilty before God, may with yet ſtronge! 
reaſon be applied to this final determination. 
Every perſon in this grand aſſembly, _ 

Re elthtr 
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either in the ſeperate ſtate, or from what 
they have juſt ſeen and heard, gotten more 
juſt apprehenfions and the firmeſt perſuaſion 
of the perfections of God, who cannot err or 
judge, or act amiſs; and the conſcience of 
every ſinner thus awakened fully convincing 
him of his own guilt, he muſt acknowledge 
the ſentence paſt on himſelf to be right ; and 
his knowledge of the juſtice exerciſed towards 
him, and his natural reaſonings on the divine 
rſeftions, muſt convince him alſo of the 
righteouſneſs of the ſentence paſt upon others. 
Our © Saviour ſeems to intimate this general 
acquieſcence, even where he repreſents the 
pleas that might be offered, with the ſolid 
anſwers given to them, and the filence which 
followed, It does not appear probable, that 
any at laſt will have the face to object againſt 
the ſentence they hear from ſuch a Judge: 
this only ſeems defigned to be taught us by 
our Lord, that ſuch juſtice and equity ſhould 
appear throughout the whole proceeding, 
that no one ſhould have room to object againſt 
any part of it; and that every thing which 
could poſſibly be offered, in excuſe or aggra- 
vation of the guilty, would be conſidered by 
their Judge, and their condemnation be ex- 
actly correſpondent. So that it is highly 
probable . the judicial proceedings will be 
cloſed with foch a ſhout of approbation from 
good Angels and good men, without any 
clamorous 
Matt. vii. 22, Xxv. 41-45, 
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clamorous murmur either from wicked men 
or Devils; as St. John deſcribes following 
God's judging and puniſhing myltical Ba- 
bylon. “ Alleluta; Salvation, and Glory, and Ho. 
nour, and Power unto the Lord our God ; fir 
true and righteous are his judgments ! 

Upon the whole, what is abſolutely cer. 
tain as to the Manner of the laſt Judgment 
is this. That we muſt all appear perſonally 
and publickly before the Son of God in- 
carnate, ſeated on a majeſtic Tribunal That 
we (hall receive a moſt righteous ſentence as- 
cording to our works; that * 79 whom much 
has been given, of them much will be required 
and of them to whom little has been given, 
he will aſk les That our glory or infamy, 
our happineſs or miſery will be ſuch, as ſhall 
manifeſt to the whole world the exact degree 
of our holineſs or viciouſneſs That the moſt 
ſecret thoughts and actions ſhall not eſcape 
the conſideration of our Judge, but contti- 
bute their proportion to our acquittal or con- 
demnation And that the whole will be 
fo tranſacted, as fully to ſatisfy every perſon 
of the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs of 
God's government, and of his particular diſ- 
penſations to him, and of the juſtice of the 
ſentence paſt upon all. 

Let me conclude at preſent with a Reflec- 
tion or two, on this part of the important 
ſubject before us. 


1. Will 
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1. Will every thought and action, even 
the moſt ſecret, be brought to light, and 
weighed in an exact ballance by a moſt 
righteous and all-knowing Judge ? This 
ſhould teach us ſeriouſly to attend, and impar- 
tially examine our temper and behaviour 
now, and to be careful not to deceive our- 
ſelves. * If we judge ourſelves, we ſhall not be 
judged, ſo as to be condemned with the world; 
that is, if we fo judge, as to correct in time 
whatever we find amiſs. We are apt now 
thro' a partial fondneſs and fooliſh ſelf-love, 
to turn our eyes from our own faults and 
vices, as if we thought, that becauſe we over- 
looked or forgot them, God would overlook 
them, and Chriſt forget them at laſt, This 
makes us angry with thoſe who are our true 
and beſt friends, who kindly reprove us for our 
real faults, and place our conduct in it's pro- 
per light before us; as if they made the faults 
which they Biamed, becauſe we were fo blind 
as not to obſerve them before. But how un- 


reaſonable is this conduct. Could we reform 


our faults without being ſenſible of them, or 
would our forgetting them prevent their ill 
influence, or make them forgotten by our 
Jadge, ſuch a way of acting would have 
tome reaſon in it, But what will it avail to 
ceceive ourſelves, when we cannot eſcape his 
exact notice and impartial ſentence ? 

Arn I then a ſtranger to the inward life of 
Religion, contented with® 4 form of godli- 
neſs, 
* 4 Cor. ui. 20, 3 F 2 Tim, i. 5, 
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neſs, with the external profeſſion, and with 
going thro' the uſual forms of devotion, tho 
void of an inward real affection, of an habitual 
reverence of God, a prevailing concern to 


_ pleaſe him, a warm and greatful ſenſe of his 


goodneſs, and a hearty devotedneſs to his will) 
Or am I under the character of honeſty and 
goodneſs, carrying on ſome baſe deſigns, and 
unjuſt in ſecret ? Am ], notwithſtanding % 
profeſſion of being dead to the world, paſſion. 


| ately ingaged to it's objects, negligent of the 


purity and perfection of my mind, and un- 
deſirous of the rational and divine pleaſures of 
heaven? Am I guilty of loving the world im- 
moderately, and of refuſing that proportion of 
my wealth to uſes of charity and piety, which 
the Goſpel demands; thinking to make 
amends for the fault by a more ſtrict tempe- 
rance, or zealous external devotion? Is this 
or the like my true character, and am 
ſecretly afraid to know my real ſtate, to ex- 
amine my heart, to acquaint myſelf with my 
defects, and ſee what ground I ſtand upon! 
Does my heart flie off when I would bring it 
to a cloſe inſpection; and do I content myſelf 
with this, that I ſhall fare at laſt as well as 
others, and am now as well thought of! 
Let me to cure this fatal folly regard fixedly 
the laſt Tribunal; let me in thought place 
myſelf before it, and ſeriouſly conſider, whe- 
ther ſuch an indevotion to God, ſuch an 


earthlineſs, covetouſneſs or ſenſuality of dit- 
| | poſition 
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ofition, will bear the light of the great day. 
Should I be willing to be honeſtly reproved 
in publick for this temper, and to have it now 
laid naked before the view of men? Would 
not ſuch a thought make me ſenſible of its 
deformity, when I reflect what others 
might blame in it? And can I continue un- 
ſenſible, when by faith I place myſelf before 
the bar of the Son of God, at which I muſt 
indeed ſoon appear? How unaccountable is 
the negligence and ſecurity of the greater part 
of chriſtians, who profeſs to believe this 
Judgment! Who could think by their be- 
haviour they were to appear before it; and 
to be ſentenced for eternity according to their 
preſent conduct ; when perhaps they never 
once ſeriouſly thought what God requires in 
order to their being approved, or what they 
have done towards it? My Friends, tho' we 
may be partial to ourſelves, our Judge will be 
impartial ; tho*' we may forget, he remem- 
bers; the Books will be opened, and we ſhall 
be judged out of the things written therein, ac- 
cording to our works. | | 
2. Is the general Judgment eſpecially de- 
ſigned for clearing up the difficulties which 
perplex us, in judging of the divine Provi- 
dence ? Let us patiently wait this time of 
manifeſtation, feadily, tho' in ſome caſes 
mpucitly, believe the wiſdom, goodneſs, 
anc purity of the divine management, and re- 
fer all our doubts to the ſolution of this day. 


This 
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This is evidently a moſt reaſonable conduct. 
From the perfections of God demonſtrated 
in the formation and continual preſervation 
of the world, in the frame of the human 
mind, in its moral ſenſe of good and evil, its 
neceſſary inward approbation of the one, and 
condemnation of the other, and in the 
| natural rewards annexed to piety and virtue, 
| and in the evils naturally growing out of vice 
D and impiety, and from the expreſs declara- 
tions of his Word, we are aſſured, that he is a2 
| God in no degree indifferent to righteouſneſs 
or wickedneſs, that“ from heaven his Holy 
habitation he looketh upon all the inhavitants o/ 
the earth; that be hath pleaſure in them abe 
ear him, and who hope in his mercy; but 
that tbe wicked are an abomination in his 
faght ; that verily there is a reward for the r:7h- 
teous, and that there will appear a God t! 
judge in the earth, We are further aſſured 
from our own Reaſon, that the deſigns of an 
infinite mind which take in a long ſucceſſion 
of ages, many of which paſt before we cn- 
tered the world, and many more will come 
on after we have left it, that his diſpenſations, 
which regard the ſtate and intereſts of al! 
mankind, their ſecret tempers, virtues, or 
vices, and the great aim of which is the 
moral perfection of a world of free creatures; 
we are aflured, that ſuch diſpenſations, aud a 
deſign 
Pſ. xxxiii. 13. xxxiv. 15. cxlvli. 11. Prov. lit, 32. 
Pf, Ivili. 11. 
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deſign ſo vaſt, which includes infinite particu- 
lars, muſt in it's execution be at preſent in- 
comprehenſible by us. That ſuppoſing the 
conducter to be infinite in his wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and power, and the execution to be 
worthy of theſe perfections, yet there will 
neceſſarily ariſe a variety of events, for which 
we cannot account. 

We complain perhaps that many good 
men are diſappointed, afflicted, oppreſſed, and 
deſtroyed, and many good deſigns defeated, 
while wicked men triumph and wicked deſigns 
ſucceed—But let us conſider we are not al- 
ways certain, that they whom we reckon 
good men are really ſuch, and if they were, 
we know not what need they bad of afflic- 
tions, and what benefit they received from 
them. And we have this clear proof, that 
the difficulties we find in reconciling the diſ- 
penſations of God's Providence with our 
ideas of his perfections, ariſe from our 1gno- 
rance ; that tho many good men think the 
diſpenſations of God towards others unac- 
countable, yet few or none complain of his 
dealings with fhemſelves; becauſe the know- 
ledge they have of their own character and 
ſtate, inables them to ſee the wiſdom and 


goodneſs of the divine conduct towards them. 


We do not certainly know neither, that de- 
ſigus we thought good, if they had ſucceeded 
would certainly have had good effects ; or 
perhaps the world was not ripe for them, or 

— 
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if they had taken place, they might haye 
thwarted fome better deſigns, and the like, 
We are ignorant alſs what wiſe and good 
purpoſes God may anſwer by the greatneſs of 
ſuch a wicked man. Perhaps he has ſome 
great qualities which render him more uſe- 
ful in ſuch a ſtation, than many good men 
would be; or he may be raiſed for the neceſ- 
ſary puniſhment of other bad men, or of 
trying and improving the faith, virtue, and 
conſtancy of the good. Nebuchadnezzar 
a proud, impious, idolatrous, and tyrannical 
Prince, who was exalted on the ruins of all the 


nations of the Eaſt and of the people of 


God, was yet raiſed by God, and an inſtru- 
ment guided by his unerring wiſdom and 
goodneſs. He was appointed to ſcourge all 
the idolatrous nations round Judea, and the 
Tews themſelves for yielding to the contagion 
of their idolatry ; and miſeries he brought 
upon them, which from the clear predictions 
of their Prophets they knew to be the puniſh- 
ment of their idolatry, effectually reclaiming 
them to the belief and worſhip of the one true 
God; their diſperſion by this Tyrant all over 


the Eaſt ſpread every where the knowledge 


of the true God, and made way for the 
more eaſy reception afterward of the Goſpe 
among all thoſe nations. 

But granting that in many caſes we cannot 


aſlign any probable reaſons of the divine con- 


duct, 


e Iſai. x. 12—15. Terem, xxv. 12, &c. 
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dact, is this any juſt ground for diſſatisfac- 
tion? Could we comprehend all the deſigns 
of an infinite mind, we muſt be Gods ; or if 
| they were proportioned to our preſent narrow 
views, they would be unworthy of his infi- 
nite wiſdom, Yet you will ſay, it is painful 
to have ſuch obſcurities before us, as tempt 
vs often to doubt, or to have hard thoughts 
of the Providence of God; and that it is de- 
ſireable to have thoſe clouds ſcattered, I grant 
it is defireable ; and when God hath aſſured us 
that he will fully vindicate his perfections, 
we onght with patience to expect the ap- 
pointed ſeaſon, and in the mean time impli- 
citly to believe and adore, The finner's con- 
cluding from his uninterrupted proſperity, 
that God did not regard him, is mentioned 
in Scripture as a reaſon, why God would 
haſten to puniſh him, and vindicate his pro- 


ceedings. * Thou thoughteſt I was altogether 


fuch a one as thyſelf; but J will reprove thee, 
and ſet thy fins in order before thine eyes. 

Let us ſuppoſe a Prince, of whoſe probity, 
wiſdom, and kindneſs you had made large ex- 
perience, was ingaged in a great deſign, the 
ſuccels of which required ſecrecy ; ſuppoſe 
he aſſured you on the word of a King, that your 
advantage was in great part his deſign in it, 
and that he had all defireable reaſon to ex- 
ect ſucceſs, and that after a few months were 
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paſt he would lay the whole ſcheme beſore 
you, and convince you of it; would yay 
not he quite inexcuſable if you complained and 
murmured, becauſe you could not account 
for every ſtep he took, before he let you into 
his whole deſign ; and if you judged of hin 
from your own imperfct views, from your 
ignorance and peviſhneſs, and condemned 
him? Would it not be reaſonable to place 
more confidence in an earthly governour, of 
acknowledged prudence and probity? And 
ſhall we not place an intice confidence in an 
infinitely wiſe, holy, and good God, who 
cannot but deſign the beſt in every ſcheme 
he purſues, and who cannot be controuled or 
baffled in his deſigns ? 

We have been ſhocked for inſtance at 
reading the hiſtory of the laſt age, and ob- 
ſerving the long proſperity of Lewes the 14th, 
We are amazed at the divine patience, which 
permitted him perfidiouſly to perſecute and 
root out the Proteſtants of France, and to ravage 
all his neighbours, enſlave many of them, and 
indanger the liberty of Europe; and to often 
by fraud, violence, and ſcandalous breach d 
treaties, to obtain his ends; and after a lon! 
life filled with the moſt unjuſt and miſchio 
-ous actions, and having occaſioned the ilaug!- 
ter of millions, to die in peace, While living 
to be extolled to the ſkies by baſe fiatterei, 
and mercinary poets, and to have his mem» 
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deified after his death; let us be patient 


à while, and the veil will be withdrawn from 


before the deſigns of God, and we ſhall ſee 
clearly, and comprehend fully the wiſdom, 
juſtice, and goodneſs which formed and ex- 
ecuted them. We ſhall ſee what vices God 
puniſhed and cured in his own people by his 
means, what virtues he exerciſed and im- 
proved, and to what eminence of honour 
and felicity many were by this diſcipline ad- 
vanced, We ſhall behold alſo this haughty 
Monarch, who at high prices bought the 
praiſe of the fineſt geniuſes of his country, 
and by them endeavoured to ſilence the re- 
proaches of his own conſcience; yea, whoſe 
moſt notorious vices, his cruelty, preperfidi- 
ouſneſs, and preſecutions, were by the pre- 
tended miniſters of Chriſt conſecrated into 
virtues, and a warm zeal for God ; we ſhall 
ſee this man ſtand naked, unbefriended, and 
without a train before the Tribunal of the 
Son of God; his very flatterers ſhall deride, 
reproach, and curſe him; his v:&orzes, on 


which he valued himſelf, ſhall appear as fo 


many complicated robberies and murders, and 
the greater they were, the greater will be his 
infamy, confuſion, deſpair, and puniſhment, 
The like may be applied to every other diffi- 
culty of this kind. Let us therefore be pa- 


tent, Brethren, and eſtabliſh our hearts unto 


K 2 tbe 
James v. 7, 8. 
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never envy ſinners, nor learn their ways, 
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the coming of the Lord, which draweth ni}, 
This inference St. Fames makes from the 
proſpect of the deſerved miſeries of the wickeq, 
when our Lord ſhould come to judge them; 


J 


let us think and act agreeably to it, and 


= Prov, xxvii. 17. 
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Of the Perſons who ſhall be judged. 
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2 Co R. v. 10. 
For we muſt all appear before the Judgment 


Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to 
that be hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. | 


F ſeveral important truths 
Fe oa Which theſe words of the 
Iz Apoſtle contain, relating to 
a future general Judgment, I 
have treated the following 
the Certainty of this grand 
event—the wiſdom of God 
in appointing his Son to be our Fudge—and 
tne Manner in which he will judge us, moſt 
publickly and equitably—my method leads me 
uw to diſcourſe, | 
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IV. Of the Perſons who muſt appear, and 
take their trials before this great Tribunal, 
and they are no other than we ourſelves, J 
who preach this Doctrine and you who hear 
it, yea, the whole buman race, Nothing 
therefore can more nearly concern us all than 
this ſubject, ſince it is our temper that will be 
examined, our conduct that will be reviewed, 
and our ftate that will be determined for 
eternal happineſs or everlaſting deflrufticn, by 
the ſentence of this great day. My Text fays, 
we muſt all appear before the Fudgment Seat 
of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
things done in his Body, according to that be 
bath done, whether it be good or bad. 

All who have lived and acted as mara 
agents, in all the ſucceſſive generations of 
mankind, from the beginning of the world 
to its period; whatever various diſpenſation: 
of Religion they have lived under, whether ui- 
der the light of Nature only, - or enjoying the 
additional light and encouragements of Revela. 
tion, all ſhall be judged, Jew and Gentil, 
Ciriflian and Mabometan; and be rewarded, 
or puniſhed, according as they have obcyc0 
the will of God, however made known tv 
them, or diſobeyed it, improved their different 
advantages for becoming pious and good, of 
neglected them. Glory, honour, and feact 
ſhall be to every one that worketh good, 5 the 

ew 

Matt. xxv. 46. 2 Theſl i. 9. Rom. ii. 1910. 
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Yew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, For there is 
10 reſpect of perſons with God. As many 
as have ſinned without Law, 1. e. a reveal- 
ed and written Law, ſhall alſo periſh with- 
out Law; and as many as have ſinned under 
the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law, in the 
day when God ſhall judge the, ſecrets of men 
preſly declares, his authority as Judge will 
thus extend to all mankind. © All that are in 
the graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
Cal and ſhall come forth; they that have 
done good unto the reſurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil unto the reſurrection of dam- 
nation, And St, Paul repreſents this univer- 
ſal extent of the laſt Judgment as eſtabliſhed 
by the Oath of God. As I live ſaith the 
Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 
tongue ſhall confeſs to God. So then every one 
of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to God, 
And God will render to every man according 
to bis deeds; to them who by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, ſeek for glory and honour 
and immortality, eternal ſife: but unto them 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of 
man that doth evil; of the Few firſt and 
alſo of the Gentile, And becauſe ſome would 


be found alive at our Lord's coming, to in- 


K 4 clude 


John v. 28, 29, © Rom. xiv, 11, 12. ii. 6, — 9. 


by Jeſus Chriſt. And our judge himſelf ex- 
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elude theſe alſo St. Paul declares, * our Tyr} 
Jeſus Chrift ſhall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing, and his kingdom. 
Reaſon alſo joins it's teſtimony to theſe ex. 
preſs declarations of divine Revelation, For 
as all mankind are equally the creatures of 
God, and whatever diſtinctions and pre. 
eminences they proſſeſs in regard to each other, 
are all alike ſubject to his dominion, dependent 
on his bounty, and governable by his laws: 
for the ſame reaſons that God determines, to 
call to an account, to reward or puniſh any 
one intelligent and free Being of our race, 
every one alike in circumſtances proper for a 
trial, and alike capable of virtue or vice, of 
obedience or diſobedience, will be called to an 
account, and ſuitably recompenced. For the 
ſupream and infinitely wiſe God does not a& 
from unreaſonable humour and arbitrary plea- 
ſure, but is always determined in his conduct 
by the right of the caſe, by the eternal rea- 
ſon and fitneſs of things, ig ub reſpecter of 


perſons; and muſt therefore equally love 


equal goodneſs, and alike abhor wickedne(s 
in every perſon, and alike follow them with 
proper marks of his approbation ot abhorrence, 

But this is an article that requires rather 
a ſerious conſideration, than a leboured proof; 
none having the face to declare, that they 
depend upon being extempt from the general 
Judgment. However it may be uſeful to 


ſpecity 


*2 Tim, iv. 1* Rom. ii, 11, Acts x. 34, 35+ 1 Pet. i, , 
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ſpecify ſome ſorts of perſons, and prove they 
are included under the general appointment; 
who tho' they dare not openly and ſeriouſly 
declare they are aſſured of an exemption, yet 
are apt ſecretly to flatter themſelves they may 
eſcape, at leaſt too generally act as if they ex- 
pected to paſs unobſerved, or by their quality 
or power to ſhield themſelves from the in- 
quiry or juſtice of the Judge. Let me there- 
fore obſerve and prove, that the young ſhall 
be brought into Judgment, as well as perſons 
of riper years, that the great and mighty and 
rich muſt ſubmit to this Judgment, as well 
as the meaneſt of men, and that the /ow and 
poor condition of any will not occaſion their 
being overlooked, | 

1. The young ſhall be brought into Fudg- 
ment, as well as the old. This truth the 
royal Preacher warmly inculcates, at the 
lame time intimating how prone youth are 
to diſbelieve or diſregard it * Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth; and walk in the ways 
of thy beart, and in the light of thine eyes; but 
know thou, that for all theſe things, God will 
bring thee into Fudgment, Young perſons are 
apt to think, that becauſe they are but juſt 
entered upon life, and feel warm inclinations 
_ tobeentertained and amuſed by the objects of 
ſenſe, and an indiſpoſition for a ſerious atten- 
tion to their conduR, that they have there- 


fore 


2 Ecclef, xi. 9. 


tion and circumſpection for maturer age, 


hope never to be call'd to an account, or 


_ creaſed by long indulgence, the infirmities 


condemnation of his Sovereign and Judge. 
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fore nothing to do, but to purſue their iu- 
clinations, and may leave ſerious conſidera. 


when they ſeem to be in ſeaſon, and that God 
will not reckon with them for the ſallies of 
their youth. But how evidently unreaſon- 
able is this concluſion, 

If inclination be a warantable rule for the 
conduct of rational creatures, and this be a 
ſufficient excuſe for neglecting our duty, that 
we are indiſpoſed to it, you might neglect Re- 
ligion and Virtue thro' your whole lives, and 


puniſhed for it. The deſires of wealth and 
diſtintion, will ſucceed to thoſe of ſenſual 
pleaſure, as you advance in life, and when 
you grow old, a love to earthly octjects in- 


and the cares of age, and the defire of mony 
uſually growing with it, will ingroſs your 
minds as ſtrongly as ſenſual pleaſures do now ; 
and an abſolute diſuſe of ſerious reflection, 
and of attending to objects great, ſpiritual, 
and divine, will render you utterly incapable 
of your duty: and at this rate of acting a rea- 
ſonable and immortal Being may paſs away his 
whole time of trial, without once attending 
to the great purpoſes for which he was ſent 
into the world; and yet hope when God has 
thus tried him, and he hath proved repro- 
bate, that he ſhall eſcape the diſpleaſure and 


Further ; 
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Further; an averſeneſs of inclination to 
ſerious thinking, and the difficulty of curbing 
the warmth and levity of Youth, and reſtrain- 
ing the paſſion for ſenſual pleaſures, can never 
be a reaſon againſt attending to our conduct, 
and expecting to be judged for it; ſince this 
indiſpoſition, and thoſe inclinations are prin- 
cipal parts of our trial, and render us capable 
of an approved virtue and piety, and of a great 
reward, Where would there be any trial, 
of your love to God, and to that which is 
morally good, and of the ſteddineſs of your 
virtue, if you had no taſte for any other 
pleaſures, but the pleaſures of the knowledge 
and love of God, of virtue and goodneſs ? 
And what reaſon can you have to think, your 
Creator will not as juſtly demand from you 
the ſacrifice of your youthful vanities and 
pleaſures, when inconſiſtent with your duty, 
2s from the ambitious the ſacrifice of his pre- 
ferments, or from the covetous of his wealth, 
and call you to account and puniſh your refuſal? 
Again; as Youth is attended with ſome 
hindrances to ſerious conſideration, and an 
eminent virtue and piety, it has alſo adyan- 
tages peculiar to it; and every capacity, every 
advantage for goodneſs and devotion is a 
talent ; the worth of which a moſt wiſe God 
exactly knows, which therefore he could 
not give in vain, but will reckon with us as 
to our improvement of it, The warmth and 
vigour of mind which hurries you on in the 
5 purſuit 
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purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures, if ingaged by the 
great objects of Religion would carry you an 
equal way towards them, give you more 
lively ſatisfactions in the exerciſes of devotion 
and the practice of virtue, and make you more 
extenſively beneficent, Your tempers are 
ſoft and apt to receive impreſſions, reſtrain 
for ſome time the levity of your minds, and 
fix your thoughts on the great concerns of your 
| ſouls and eternity, and you will find this 
yielding impreſſive temper as great an advan- 
tage in Religion, Beſides, your minds are it: 
ſome degree uningaged by other objects, at 
leaſt they have not a rooted poſſeſſion of 
your hearts, nor have you yet eſtabliſhed bad 
habits; you may therefore more eafily fix 
virtuous inclinations and habits of goodneſs. 
Your reliſb of life and its enjoyments is more 
ſenſible and fprightly than that of older per- 
ſons ; your gratitude therefore to the Author 
of your beings and of all your enjoyments 
may be more warm, your obedience more 
free and chearful, and from both you may 
receive more preſent ſatisfaction. Not having 
been often deceived you are more forward 
to hope; your hopes therefore from God, and 
for eternity may be more bright and in- 
ſpire you with a more exalted devotion, and 
excite you to a more active virtue and chear- 
ful obedience, Your fen 


e of what is Bo- 
nourable is not yet vitiated by frequent baſe 


compliances, for the ſake of ſerving ſome low 
intereſts ; 
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intereſts ; you are therefore more ſtrongly ſen- 
ſible of the beauty of virtue, of gratitude, of 
divine love, and more abhorrent, when you 
conſider it, from the baſeneſs and ingratitude 
of diſregarding a God of infinite goodneſs, 
your Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer, who 
made you that he might make you for ever 
happy, who has purſued the deſign with an 
unchanging goodneſs and at an infinite ex- 
pence; and who hath required nothing in 
return but your love, and your obedience to 
commands, which yield you the beſt ſatis- 
factions here, perfe& your natures, and im- 
mediately prepare you to enjoy the immenſe 
felicity he hath promiſed to the obedient. I 
ſhould digreſs too much, ſhould I proceed 
further to repreſent the peculiar adyantages 
you have for Religion and Virtue in Youth, 
and the obligations you are under to cul- 
tivate them; and conſequently the great 
reaſon you have to expect being called to 
give an account how you have improved 
them, and the great wiſdom of having a 
conſtant regard to this account, which of it- 
ſelf would be a powerful check to the le- 
vity and inconſiderateneſs of Youth. 

Further; you ſee you may die young, and 
if Youth is no ſecurity againſt death, why 
ſhould it be thought a ſecurity againſt Judg- 
ment; and what can more naturally follow 
the concluſion of a ſtate of trial, than an in- 
quiry and proper retributions? And what 
can be a more proper imployment of your 
| thoughts 
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thoughts, than a continual regatd to it, and 
preparation for it? God who made you ca- 
pable of Religion and Virtue, and placed you 
on this ſtage of action, as he always ſees, 
cannot but attend to your conduct, be 
pleaſed with your improving the noble powers 
he hath given you, and offended if you de- 
baſe them; and your neglecting to improve 


- well your time, inſtead of ſecuring you from 


being called to the account you dread to think 
of, will only haſten the ſummons, provok- 
ing God to cut ſhort the time you are tri- 
fling away, and to take from. you advan- 
tages for happineſs which you abuſe, 

Be pleaſed to conſider further, ſuch is the 
nature of man, that if God at all defire our 
perfection and happineſs, he cannot but inſiſt 
on our improving well our Youth, and judge 
and puniſh thoſe who waſte it; ſince the uſual 
conſequence of neglecting the prime of life, is 
the loſs of the whole, a fixed indiſpoſition for 
Religion and Virtue, and a fatal addition of 
ſtrength to thoſe irregular paſſions which de- 
file the ſoul in the ſight of God, render 
us utterly unfit for his favour, and for re- 
ſembling him in true goodneſs now, and for 
the injoyment of him in heaven, Even 
the goodneſs of God will determine him to 
regard the behaviour of the Young, and to 
call them to a reckoning for their Youth. 
His ſervice is our greateſt happineſs, and the 
earlier we ingage in it, as we thereby re- 

commend 
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commend ourſelves the more to his favour, 
ſo we procure to ourſelves more ſolid ſatis- 
faction at preſent, Our merciful Creator 
cannot but will his creatures ſhould injoy 
all the happineſs for which he hath made 
them ; and cannot but be offended with thoſe 
who will fruſtrate the deſigns of his love, and 
make themſelves wretched, in ſpite of the pro- 
viſion he hath made for their being happy. 

Finally; conſider the whole of the preſent 
life is ſo ſhort a ſpace, if compared with the 
infinite value and duration of the happineſs 
and reward promiſed to digilence and fidelity, 
that God cannot but expect we ſhould de- 
vote the whole of it to him, and ſtrictl 
judge us for waſting any part of it, eſpecially 
the beſt, The whole of the longeſt life of 
labour and ſervice is not equal to a day, in 
compariſon with eternity; and will it not 
argue a moſt criminal inſenſibility to the in- 
finite goodneſs of God, to alienate any part 
ol this day from him? Will it not evidence 
ſuch a contempt of the happineſs he hath 
deſigned for us, and put in our power to 
be ſecured by the gratitude and obedience 
of a ſhort life, as muſt render us moſt of- 
fenſive to him, and draw down his ven- 
geance at laſt ? | 

Be perſuaded then while in Youth ſe- 
riouſly to conſider theſe things, conſtantly to 
regard the God under whoſe view you act, 
and at whoſe bar you muſt ſoon be accountable. 


Aſk 
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Aſk yourſelves with concern and impartiality, 
what you have done to obtain his approba- 
tion. You may forget him, but his eye is 
always upon you. You may put the evil 
day far from you, but Death and Judgment 
are at the door, and will ſhortly ſeize you, 
What will it then ſignify to forget it? What, 
but your certain ruin? You may be pecu- 
liarly pleaſing to God, by devoting the prime 
of life to him, who in his k Word has 
diſtinguiſhed with peculiar marks of his ap- 
probation the inſtances of an early piety; 
witneſs the Prophet Samuel, King Joſiab, and 
the Evangeliſt Timotly. You may thus injoy 
life in the beſt manner, reſtraining all diſor- 
derly affections, keeping your minds free from 
the torment of guilty reflections, and from the 
dread of death; and ennoble the common injoy- 
ments of life by a pleaſing ſenſe of the divine 
favour, and the proſpect of conſummate and 
eternal bleſſedneſs in heaven. Theſe will be 
the good fruits of regulating your conduct by 
a conſtant regard to a future Judgment, and 
abſtaining from whatever would expoſe you 
to condemnation. Whether you will think 
of it or not, you muſt be judged. It is not 
in your power to eſcape the notice of God 

now, or decline his inquiry at laſt ; why will 
you then ſhut it out of your regard and con- 
cern now ? Should you live to old age, yet 
you muſt account for your youthful time ; 

an 

Prov. viii 17. 1 Sam. ii. 26. 2 Chron, 

xxxiv. 27. 2 Tim, iii. 15. 
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and if you have ſpent it ill, it will have a 
certain bad influence on your future years, 
and without continual labour and violent 
ſtruggling, a moſt fatal influence on your 


eternity. Or you may probably die young, 


and you muſt then be judged ; and if you have 


improved Youth aright, death will only haſten 


your reward; and your fincere purpoſes, 
endeavours, and preparations for a pious and 
uſeful life, the execution of which death 
alone prevented, ſhall not loſe their reward, 

2. The great, and mighty, and rich muſt 
appear before the Tribunal of the Son of God, 
and receive their doom; ſuch as were above 
being called to account for their vices by 
men, or who by management, bribes, or 
thceatenings, ſecured themſelves from puniſh- 
ment here. Nothing is more apt to puff 
men up than ſucceſsful wickedneſs, and 
while they eſcape unpuniſhed, or bear down 
all before them in this world, they come to 
imagine, there is no God who obſerves them 
in order to puniſh them hereafter. They /ay, 
low does God know, and is there knowledge in 
the moſt high? The Scripture therefore is 
very expreſs in aſſuring them, that their 
power or wealth will prove no ſecurity 
againſt the inquiry, and condemnation of 
the laſt day. I ſaw, ſays St, Fohn, the 
dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before Ged. And 
our Lord, in the parable of the rich man and 
5 Lazarus 
{ Revel, xx. 12. 


162 Of the Perſons 


Lazarus, after deſcribing his pompous lux. 
urious way of life, and his wealth laviſhed 
without any regard to God or charity 0 
1 the poor, adds, * the rich man died, and wa; 
buried, and in hell lift up his Ve being in 
torments. His receiving good things in this 
life, was ſo far from inſuring the better 
things of another, that his abuſe of them 
occalioned his heavier torment. Thus all 
St. John deſcribes, as it appeared to him in a 
viſion, the judgment of God overtaking the 
great and mighty ſinners of this world. An 
the heavens departed as a ſcroll when it i; 
rowled together; and every mountain and iſland 
were moved out of their places; and the kings 
of the earth, and the great men, and ti: 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bond-man, and every 
free-man, hid themſelves in the dens, and in 
the rocks of the mountains: and ſaid to ti! 
mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide 1 
from the face of him that ſitteth upon the thr, 
= and from the wrath of the Lamb. For the 
4 great day of his wrath is come, and who ſhall 
| | be able to ſtand? 
| What can power avail againſt Omnipe- 
| tence? Wealth cannot bribe a God, who beſides 
| his being immutably righteous, is all ſufficient 
in himſelf, hath all the creatures of the crea- 
| | tion at his command, gave them the wealth 
1 on which they boaſt, and can take it again 
1 | when 
| Luke xvi, 19, | Revel. vi. 14. 
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hen he pleaſes, Wealth and power may 
ive mortals diſtinction with regard to each 
other, but what are they to God? * Al! na- 
tions, with all their kings and great men, are 
before him, but as the drop of ihe bucket, or 
the ſmall duſt of the ballance. He can with 
a frown blaſt their ſtrength, deſtroy their 
poſſeſſions, put an end to their health and 
pleaſure ; or change their friends and depen- 
dents into enemies and oppreſſors. Add to 
this, that death at once removes all the 
grounds of their preſumption, trips them 
of all their wealth, greatneſs, and power, 
and places them before the bar of God, as 


humble and dependent as the meaneſt : and 


he will regard their former {tate and power, 
not as reaſons againſt their being judged, 
but as truſts for which they are ſtrictly ac- 
countable, 

And as they cannot defend themſelves a- 
gainſt God, neither can they put in any 
reaſonable claim to an exemption from his 
cogniſance. You are wealthy, you are pow- 
crtul; it is granted, But pray who made you 
thus? Who made and preſerves the world, 
on a {mall portion of which you value your- 
ſelves fo much? Who formed your under- 
ſtandings and active powers, and placed you 
in favourable circumſtances for acquiring 
this wealth, power, and influence ? The ſame 
God who made the poor, made you, The 

L. 2 ſame 
= Iſai, xl. 15. 
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ſame hand that upholds them in life, uphold 
you, He hath given you a nature capable 
of virtue and -piety, as he hath to them. 
He hath given you more talents, and quz. 
lified you for doing greater good, and riſing 
to a more exalted piety, and he muſt there. 
fore expect an anſwerable improvement, and 
bring you into Judgment, Your indepen. 
dence on others, your power by which you 
brave human juſtice, your wealth which 
you make your ſtrong Tower, theſe are all 
truſts which you have received from him, 
and inſtead of priviledging you from being 
called to an account, will make a great part 
of your reckoning, and if you have abuſed 
them, will aggravate your condemnation, 
God accepteth not the perſon of princes, nr 
regardeth the rich more than the poor, far 
they are all the work of his hands, How 
abſurd is the reaſoning on which you build 
your confidence. God has given us more 
than others, therefore we are /efs obliged to 
reverence, love, and obey him. He hath 
intruſted us with more, therefore he will be 
leſs concerned to bring us to an account; 
when the greater the truſt, the greater the 
reaſon to expect it. He hath put it into 
your power to imitate his goodneſs, in doing 
good extenſively ; and to approve your love 
of what is excellent, by moderating your 


ring 
Job xxxiv. 19, 
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ring the ſatisfactions of devotion, virtue, and 
beneficence. And will you oppoſe his deſigns, 
imploy wealth and power only to injure 
others, or to gratify ſome mean inclinations of 
your own, and yet hope to paſs unpuniſhed ? 
Will you be more wicked than others, and 
ſhall your offences be more aggravated, and 
will you yet hope that a juſt God will be leſs 
ready to puniſh you? Can any concluſion be 
more abſurd ? | 

But perhaps the proſperous finner founds 
his hopes on his long proſperity and impu- 
nity. A very deceitful foundation, For 
what is the longeſt life here, when com- 
pared with the eternity before us, and in 
which God may ſufficiently manifeſt his diſ- 
pleaſure againſt his vices? God is willing that 
Virtue and Religion ſhould be our free 
choice, and therefore allows the ſinner a pro- 
per time for trial, and does not immediately 


follow his tranſgreſſions with deſerved pu- 


niſhment. He makes powerful ſinners an- 
ſwer wiſe ends of his Providence, in puniſh- 
ing others, exerciſing the virtues of the good, 
or correcting their faults; and therefore ſuf- 


ters them to flouriſh for a little while; 


but when he hath uſed them as his rod, he 


will caſt them into the fire. Conſider this 


then all ye who are diſtinguiſhed by wealth, 
and power, and proſperity. Thele as they 
are great truſts, and capable of being im- 
proved to your own great happineſs, and to 

L 3 the 
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the general good, are alſo great temptations 
to pride, ſenſuality, a diſregard to God and 
eternity, and the hke. Nothing will more 
aſſiſt you to render them indeed bleſſings to 
yourſelves, as well as to the world, than to 
look on them as talents, and yourſelves 28 
ſtewards; ard frequently to conſider the in- 
ſtructions of your Lord, and to lock for- 
ward to the inquiry he will make into your 
improvements. A ſerious and habitual te- 
gard to this will prevent their having any 
ill influence, give you all the real ſatisfac- 
tions that belong to them, and ingage you 
to ſecure your eternal inheritance. Perhaps 
you are vicious, and others dare not reprove 
your vices, or cannot puniſh them. Bat what 
has the Judge of the world to fear from you, 
or what have you to hope from him, mere] 

on the credit of your wealth; who when he 
lived on earth preferred a ſtate of poverty, 
and the company of the pious poor ? 

Are you ſo wiſe and happy as to imploy 
your wealth and power for the good of man- 
kind? You can then bear to think of a 
future reckoning ; and frequent ſerious 
thoughts of this kind will aſſiſt you to uſe 
theſe in the beſt manner. ® Are you not higl. 
minded, nor do you truſt in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God, who giveth you all things 
richly to injoy? Are you rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 

laying 
1 Tim. vi. 17919, 
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laying up in ſtore for yourſelves a good trea- 
ure againſt the time to come, that you may lay 
hold on eternal life? The more you receive 
from God, 1s your gratitude to him, and 
your zeal in his ſervice the more inlarged ? 
Amidſt your injoyment of his bounty, in- 
ſtead of forgetting him, do your hearts daily 
aſcend in grateful praiſes to the giver; and 
do you value ſtill more than theſe the better 
bleſſings of converſe with God, and a ſenſe 
of his favour, and the refined pleaſures of 
heayen? Cannot the affluence of wealth, 
the flatteries of ſenſe, or the temptations of 
power, ſenſualize your hearts, ſwell them 
with pride, or excite you to violence and in- 
juſtice; but are you heavenly, devout, be- 
neficent, and humble? ? Do you thus make 
to yourſelves friends of the deceitful Mammon? 
Preſent riches and power will then avail you 
in the other world ; this good improvement of 
them will intitle you to a larger ſhare of 
happineſs ; for the * Servant who improved 
ten Pounds was ſet over ten Cities. 

3. As wealth or power cannot ſet any 
above the Judgment of the laſt day, nci- 
ther can poverty or meanneſs of conditi- 
on hide any from the obſervation of the 
judge. All the dead, both ſmall and 
great, muſt ſtand before God; every bond-man 
and every free, Let none therefore, on ac- 

L 4. count 
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count of the ſmallneſs of their portion here, 
think they may uſe it as they pleaſe; the 
Servant who had but one talent committed ty 
him was called to a reckoning, and becauſe 
he had not improved it, was caſt into outer 
darrneſs, where is weeping and gnaſhing of 
feeth, God will not indeed examine you as 
to your uſe of riches, which you never had, 
or abuſe of power you never poſſeſt. It 
will not be inquired how generous and 
condeſcending you have been, and how lit- 


tle attached to the world, who had little 


temptation to love it, But poor as you are, 
you are capable of the knowledge and love 
of God and of Jeſus, you have many blel- 
ſings relating to the preſent life which deſerve 
your gratitude, and you owe your Creator 
for making your ſpirits reaſonable and im- 
mortal, for redeeming you by his Son, and 
for the lively hope of a glorious immortality, 
Theſe bleſſings you poſſeſs in common with 
others, and theſe are fo valuable, as to make 
the other diſtinction of riches and poverty not 
worth regarding. 

You have not perhaps leiſure or abilities 
for carrying your inquiries into Nature, ot 
your ſtudy of Religion, as far as others; 
but you may * know the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chrijt whom he hath ſent ; you may 
believe in and obey him, as well as others; 
you may live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god) * 

the 
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the preſent world, looking for the bleſſed hope, 


and the glorious appearing of the great God, and 


of our Saviour Fefus Chriſt. And you ha ve 
virtues in a manner peculiar to your ſtation, 
which you may practiſe to greater advantage 
than others, and you will be peculiarly ex- 
amined with regard to theſe, You may 
maintain a greater indifference to this world, 
a more ſteddy regard to, and conſtant pre- 
ference of the other, who have little here 
to attract your deſires. Vou may be tempe- 
rate, who have fewer temptations to intem- 
perance, and more preſſing obligations to be 
ſober. Vou may be humble, contented with 
the diſpenſations of divine Providence, and 
faithful, and diligent in the diſcharge of the 
duties of your ſtation. If you cannot feed 
the hungry, or cloath the naked, you may 
be pitiful, courteous, and ready according 
to your power to help all that come in your 
way. If you have not ſo much leiſure as 
others for devotion, you may ſanctify con- 
ſcientiouſly the Lord's day, and take a ſmall 
portion from every day, in the Morning to 
acknowledge the goodneſs of God and your 
dependence, and to commend yourſelves to 
his favour; and in the Evening to praiſe his 
conſtant goodneſs, and unfailing bounty, to 
implore his forgiveneſs for the ſins of the 
day, his bleſſing on your endeavours to per- 
| fect holineſs, and his protection over you 
| during the night. You may thus preſerve 

| a con- 
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a conſtant ſenſe of God, and chearful en 
deavour to pleaſe him, and a lively concern 
for your happineſs in eternity, Though you 
cannot ſupport a Miniſtry, you may by your 
ready attendance and improvernent incourage 
it. Tho' you cannot found Charity Schools, 
you may educate piouſly your own children; 
and tho' you cannot be ſhining lights to the 
world, you may be good examples in your 
own families, and amidſt your few acquain- 
tance, Have you not theſe and various other 
advantages and abilities for Religion, Vir- 
tue, and Uſefulneſs? Are not theſe valuable 
truſts, when conſidered in relation to an 
eternal ſtate? And can you imagine God 
will not call you to an account as to your 
improvement of thefe, becauſe he has not 
given you every talent? Be not deceived ; you 
are as much the creatures of God, and the re- 
deemed of the Lord, as the rich; your na- 
ture is as capable of holineſs and happineſs; 
you muſt therefore render an account as cer- 
tainly as others. And the leſs you have to 
allure your affections to this world, with the 
neglect of another, the leſs excuſeable will 
your neglect of it be, and the more ag- 
gravated your condemnation ; whom not even 
the inconveniences, contempt, and ſufferings 
of the preſent ſtate could ſtop in purſuing a 
brutal and ſenſual happineſs, and turn to ſeek 
the favour of God, and the honours and hap- 
pineſs of the laſt day, and of heaven. 
| Having 
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Having thus ſhewn you that there is no 
good reaſon for any to hope, they may 
evade the Tribunal of Chriſt, not for thoſe 
who ſeem to have the faireſt plea for it; 
I need not carry on the proof to other par- 
ticulars. Let me rather for a concluſion en- 
treat all who hear me, ſince every one, as 
ſurely as he now hears me, muſt hear and 
obey the call of the Son of God to come to 
Judgment, and appear before his great Tri- 
bunal, to act like a reaſonable Being, to 
conſider what is neceſſary to his being ac- 
quitted, and what will bring him into con- 
demnation, and to which of theſe his pre- 
ſent character would ſubjet him. How 
amazing is the ſtupid unconcernedneſs of the 
generality, who never ſeriouſly think of this 
account, or provide for it! Were it but cer- 
tain that Twenty of this Audience would be 
tried before one of our Judges as to their 
moral conduct, and all of this number, 
who ſhould be found from this time for- 
ward to the end of the year to have ated 
unworthy of the Goſpel, ſhould be puniſhed 
with death; how would this alarm every one 
of us, and put all of us upon reforming our 
faults with the greateſt diligence, leaſt we 
ſhould be among the number of the tried 
and condemned I And will not the certain aſ- 


ſurance from the Son of God our Judge, 


that every one of us muſt appear before the 
bar of an impartial, all-knowing, and al- 
mighty 
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mighty Judge, to receive a ſentence if we 
are found wicked; not to a temporal death, 
but to everlaſting deſtruction; will not this 
awaken you? What can rouze you, if this 
will not? If a trial at the Tribunal of Chriſt, 
if ſhame and infamy before the whole col- 
lection of mankind ; if the company of De- 
vils and damned Spirits, and à portion in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone; if 
theſe will not fix your attention. to provide 
for the one, and avoid the other, I deſpair of 
awakening you by any thing 1 can ofter, 
With the awakening words of the inſpired 
Apoſtle I would therefore cloſe this Dil. 
courſe. We labour that whether preſent er 
abſent we may be accepted of him, For wc 
muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
done in his Body, according to that be hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefure 
the terrour of the Lord, we per ſuade men, 
Knowing therefore the Terrour of the Lord, 
as well as his Grace, be you Say Ty deny- 
ing all ungodlineſs and wordly lufts, to live ſi- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in 1 preſent 1 
bi ng for the bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
appearance of the great God, and of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, * And ſeeing we look far 
ſuch things, let us be diligent that we may be 
found of him in peace, without pet 40d blame- 


leſs. Amen. 
7 SE R- 


* Revel., xxi. 8. V'2 Cot: v. 9. In. It. 12 
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SERMON VIL 


Of the Actions for which we ſhall 
be called to an Account. 


2 Co n. v. 10. 


For we muſt all appear before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according t9 


that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. 


E are drawing to the conclu- 
KY fion of this intereſting Subject, 
may the conſideration of it 
leave us all more ſeriouſly re- 
<&F ligious, excite us to be more 

uſeful in life, and prepare us 
to be more happy for ever. The more ef- 
fectually to anſwer this purpoſe, let us pro- 
ceed to meditate on the laſt important truth 


contained 
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contained in theſe words of the Apoſtle, on 
which I propoſed to diſcourſe. 


V. The Aclions for which we ſhall he 


judged before the great Tribunal. Me my 


all appear, that every one may receive the 
thing: done in his Body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad, You 
ſee we are to be judged for all our actions 
while in the Body, or in our ſtate of trial, 
that were of a moral kind, or capable of be. 
ing denominated virtuous or vicious. Gd 
will bring -every work into. judgment, with 
every ſecret thing. And our Judge aſſures us, 
that * he /earcheth the reius and the heart, and 
will give to every one of us according to our 
works. All the thoughts and actions of a 
reaſonable Being, by which he has advanced 
or hindered his own virtue and piety, and 
the virtue and piety of others; a not only 
what he has done, but what he might have 
done yet omitted, ſhall be conſidered in the 
laſt Judgment. God is perfectly and im- 
mutably holy, a lover of righteouſneſs and 
a hater of iniquity, and is always preſent 
with us; ſees our inmoſt thoughts and pur- 
poſes, as well as our out ward actions; knows 


the advantages for becoming good which we 


injoy, our improvement or-abuſe of thele, 
and the degree of virtue or viciouſneſs there 
is in our actions, and he cannot forget any 


one particular, He cannot therefore bu! 
love 


* Ecclef, xii. 14. > Revel, ii. 23. 
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love and reward perſons, in proportion to 
the degrees of real goodneſs which they 
have attained ; or be diſpleaſed with and 
puniſh them, according to the degrees of 
their viciouſneſs; and it is therefore evident, 
that all our thoughts and actions, and all 
the circumſtances which may ſerve to de- 
nominate us of one character or the orher, 
will be conſidered at the laſt deciſive Judg- 
ment, It may be uſeful to mention ſome 
particulars tor which we muſt account, ei- 
ther ſuch as are moſt important, or which 
perſons are moſt apt to imagine will ef- 
cape the notice of God, and the cenſure 
of the laſt day. | 
1. Our moſt ſecret thoughts, deſires, and 
intentions will be brought into. Judgment, 
as well as our external actions. St. Paul 
calls the day of Judgment, the day when | 
God will judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Eo 
Chriſt, And he thus cautions the Corinthi- | 
an, Judge nothing before the time, until | 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light | 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make | 
mani feſt the counſels of the heart: and then | 
all every good man have praiſe of God. | 
And our © Lord, who particularly in his | 
Sermon from the Mount, gives laws to the | 
thoughts and paſſions of men, often aſſures | 
us, that there is nothing hid which ſhall not | 
be brought to light, nor /ecret which ſhall | 


aot 


© Rom. ii, 16, . © Matt. v. | 
3» ©, 8, 28. Luke xii. 1, 2, Matt. x, 26. 
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devout, to the ardour of their gratitude and 
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not be known. And our own Reaſon, if 


we conſult it, will abundantly confirm theſe 
declarations. The God under whoſe direc. 
tion our ideas ariſe regularly to our view, 
and who maintains the right order of our 
minds, muſt certainly fee what paſſes within 
them ; * for he that teaches man knowledge, 


ſhall not he know? And no operations of 
our minds can poſſibly eſcape his notice, 


in whom we live, move, and have our Being. 
It is certain alſo, that all the morality of 
actions, their merit or guiltineſs, their vir- 
tue or viciouſneſs, 3 * thoughts 
and zntentions. External actions are no 


further objects in themſelves of praiſe or 


cenſure, of reward or puniſhment, than as 
they proceed from a good or evil intention: 
and if we eſteem the proceedihg to the 
external action, to be an augmentation of 
the virtue or the fault, it is only becauſe 


this proves the defire or intention to be 


more ſtrong and eſtabliſhed. As therefore 
God h ſearcheth our bearts, and trieth our 


reins, and underſtandeth our thoughts a far 


off; is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
loveth truth in the imward parts; he can- 
not but bring our moſt ſecret thoughts and 


purpoſes into Judgment at laſt. 
He is a witneſs to the ſecret piety of the 


love, 


f Pſal. xciv. 10. 5 Matt, xv. 18. Þ Jer, xvii. 
10. Pſal. cxxxix, 1. li. 6. | | 
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love, the earneſt neſs of their deſires to re- 
ſemble him in holineſs and goodneſs, their 
in ward abhorrence of fin, and ingenuous 
ſorrow for having committed it, and to the 
fervour of their deſires and prayers for the 
happineſs of their fellow- creatures, as well 


as to the ontward actions, the fruits of 


thoſe diſpoſitions. * Their heavenly Father 
ſeth in ſecret, and will reward them openh. 
And where the external action, or effect, 
or ſucceſs, were prevented by things out 
of their power, they ſhall be rewarded ac- 
cording to the warmth and ſtrength of 
their deſires and purpoſes, not according to 
their ſucceſs. * F there be a willing mind, 
they will be accepted, and rewarded, accord- 
ing to what they have, not according t9 
what they have not. Not one good defire 
or defign, which meerly for want of op- 


portunity did not appear in act, or which 


properly terminated between God and the 
foul, and could not appear to men, ſhall 
pals unrewarded by God. The principal 
and moſt valuable part of Religion, pecu- 
larly ſo called, conſiſts of the ſecret thoughts 
and affections of the heart, which can only 
be known unto God, The leſs knowledge 
men have of our devout affections, the leſs 
niuence can a regard to them be ſuppoſ- 
ed to have on the mind; the leſs poſlibi- 
ity is there of any mean views, and the 
M more 
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more room for a genuine unaffected piety: 

and for a large reward. And what an 

incouragement is this to an uniform fer. 
vent piety, and an unſullied purity of heart? 

It is now our greateſt excellence and ha 

pineſs, and it ſhall appear at laſt to the 

j whole world to have been our wiſdom, 
and qualify us for a divine and never end- 
| ing felicity. 
| And as this doctrine yields the moſt ſo- 
lid comfort to the truly devout, it ſneaks 
equal terrour to the formal, impure, ot 

| negligent profeſſor of Religion, and to 
| the ſecretly wicked. God is not to be de. 
ceived by an outward devotion, and a bo- 
dily attendance on his worſhip. He fs 
when | the heart is far from him, he ſees 
the want of a fincere and prevailing loy: 
to him, through all their profeſſions of e- 
teem and devotion, He ſees the coldnel; 
of their hearts, and their inſenſibility to his 
oodneſs, while perhaps they are offering 

bim the higheſt praiſes for the greateſt be- 
nefits. He ſees the want of a thorough 
compunction of ſoul, of a real abhorrence 
of their ſins, and hearty reſolutions again 
them, when they are in the moſt humble 
manner acknowledging their offences be. 
fore him. Their performing the external 
actions, without correſpondent affections witl- 
in, will be regarded by him as ſolemn 
mockery); 


Matt. xv. 8. 
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mockery; and the portion of hypocrites is 
in Scripture repreſented as the moſt dread- 
ful. Why ſhould I then mock with God, 
when I can only deceive myſelf, and in- 
cenſe him? With what ſerious attention 
of mind, with what devotion of heart, 
ſhbuld 1 worſhip God, whether in publick, 
or ſecret, fince God diſcerneth my ſecret 
ſoul, and will judge me for its moſt ſe- 
cret motions! What an influence would this 
thought have upon me to cure the levity 
of my mind, and rouſe me out of all tri- 
fling and formality, that God vill judge the 
ſecrets of all men by Jeſus Chriſt? I ſhould 
be aſhamed and awakened to attention, if 
I thought a ſerious chriſtian ſaw the va- 
nity of my heart ; and ſhall not the thought, 
that my Judge ſees it, and will reckon 
with me for it, make me aſhamed and 
afraid to 1ndulge it? | 
What terrour alſo does this truth ſpeak 
to all the ſecretly wicked! You impoſe 
perhaps on men by the appearance of great 
piety, ſanctity, humility, and juſtice, while 
you are really 1n ſecret profane, lewd, proud 
or unjuſt, You laugh to think how ea- 
ily you cheat others, obtain the eſteem due 
to real worth, and injoy in private the 
pleaſures and profits of wickedneſs, and 
think yourſelves mighty wiſe, for being thus 
able to ſeparate the fin from the puniſh- 
ment, Or you flatter yourſelves, that be- 
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cauſe theſe diſpoſitions do not break out 


into open actions, that you ſhall therefore 
paſs as unobſerved by God, as by men; 
and that his forbearance with you is a fign 


of his indifference. But what folly is this? 


When the concealed wickedneſs of ſome, 


and the ſecret piety and virtue of others are 


one principal reaſon of God's appointing a 
day of mani feſtation, and righteous Judg- 


ment, that juſtice may be done to both 


before all. Your ſecret and ſucceſsful wick- 
edneſs is a reaſon, why your Governour and 
Judge, to whom your conduct appears with- 
out diſguife, ſhould call you to an account, 
and puniſh you publickly. Our ® Lord in- 
forms us the guilt of adultery, murder, and 
the like crimes, may be contracted, where 


the external action is never produced; and 


thus render us odious in the eye of God, 
loſe us the happineſs and reward of the 
pure, and ſubject us to the publick infa- 
my and condemnation of the laſt day. No- 
thing but repentance and inward amendment 
can prevent this; and nothing but internal 
ſanctity commend us to that omniſcrent Be- 
ing, who is a Spirit, and a conſtant wit- 
neſs to whatever paſſes within our ſpirits, 

Again; how careful ſhould this make 
us as to the fimphcity of our intentions, 


where they are in part right; that no cor- 


rupt deſigns infinuate themſelves, and mix- 
ing 


= Matt. v. 22, 28. 
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ing with the good defile the heart. God 
ſees not only that part of our intention 
which is agreeable to him, but the whole 
ſoul ; how far love to him and concern to 
pleaſe him ſways us, and how far we are 
influenced by a regard to men, and to our 
reputation, in religious worſhip ; how far 
true charity goes in determining us to give 


alms ; and how far the defire of glory from 


men, Fooliſhly partial to ourſelves we 
may fix our regard only on what is lauda- 
ble in our affections and deſigns; but what 
will it avail to impoſe upon ourſelves, when 
we cannot hide the whole truth from God ? 
Let us therefore ſearch and trie our hearts, 
ind beg God to ® ſearch us, and try us, and 
ſhow us ourſelves; and , there be any 
wicked way in us to convince and reclaim 
us, and Zo lead us in the way everlaſting. 
Finally ; this ſhould give a check to the 
vanity, and /evity, of our thoughts, when 
they are not directly criminal, that God 
ces us now, and will judge us for them 
at laſt, We ſhould perhaps be aſhamed, 
that perſons of judgment and piety ſhould 
know how triflingly and childiſhly our 
thoughts are often imployed ; and can we 
help aſking ourſelves, how they will bear 
the inſpection of God. Are they ſuch as 
become reaſonable and immortal beings, ca- 
wble of the imployments and pleatures of 
TO M 3 devotion, 


Pal, cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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devotion, of knowledge and friendſhip, and 
of entertaining themſelves with the prof. 
pects and joys of eternity? Will my Judge, 
when he appears, think this waſte of thought 
and time, this trifling turn of mind, excuſe. 
able in one whom » he died to redeem 16 
himſelf, to be holy, peculiar, and zealous if 
good works? The mind I allow muſt at 
times be unbent, and ſuch amuſements and 
diverfions, as ſerve to recruit its ſtrength, 
and fit it to diſcharge its great work with 
chearful vigour, anſwer valuable purpoſes, 
and will bear the inſpection of our Judge: 
but it is as plain we ſhould avoid that 
trifling turn of mind, which indiſpoſes us 
for any important affair, weakens and dil. 
ſipates the mind, Let us therefore eſtabliſh 
ourſelves in the belief of this great truth, 
and make it familiar to our minds, that 
when we are moſt concealed from men, 
yea, from all creatures, that we are then 
open to the eye of God; may approve our- 
ſelves to him by the piety, purity, and be- 
nevolence of our intentions and affections, 
or diiplcaſe him by a contrary temper ; may 
ſecure the honours, or incur the publick 
condemnation of the great day, 

2. Our words ſhall be brought into Judy- 
ment. This is not conſidered as it ought 
to be by the generality, who allow them 
felves ſuch a liberty in talking, as if th 
1 N WIS 
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was their ſentiment, our * tongues are our 


own, who is Lord over us? They are inclin- 
ed to think, what is ſo ſoon formed, fo 
ſoon gone, and fo ſoon forgotten, by them- 
ſelves at leaſt, as their words, will not be 
regarded by God, or remembered at laſt. 
The Goſpel of Chriſt therefore frequently 
inculcates this important truth upon us. 
What can be more expreſs and awful than 
this determination of our Lord the great 
Judge? * 1 ay unto you, that every idle (or 
as it appears from the context the Greek 
ſhould be rendered) every injurious and ma- 
licious word that men fhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give account thereof in the day of Judgment. 
For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and 


by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned. Ly- 


ars particularly, one chief ſort of offenders 
with the tongue, are commonly joined with 
ſome of the worſt ſinners, and included in 
the threatenings of final condemnation. And 
there is the greateſt reaſon why our words 


ſhould be conſidered and brought into 


Judgment, as well as what we call our 
aclions. For they ſerve as * zruly to deno- 
minate our internal character, and often- 
times better ſhew it, than our actions; as 
they eſcape us before we. are aware, and 
give us not time to diſſemble: and they 
have as real effects upon others, their hap- 

M 4 pinels 
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pineſs or miſery as our actions. Excepting 


therefore the caſe of promiſes or threatening, 
there is but little reaſon to diſtinguiſh words 
from actions. Bleſſing God with the mouth 
is as much an a& of piety, as kneeling be. 
fore -him. The comforting another by 
friendly and pious converſation, is as much 
an act of charity and friendſhip, as with 
our hands removing what hurted his body, 
And the afflicting or injuring another, by 
unkind, malicious, or corrupt ſpeeches, is 
as much an evil action, as wounding his 
body and giving him pain. A falſe witneſs 
may take away life or mony as effectually 
as a murtberer or robber; and a flanderer 
ruin a man's credit, and with that his ſub- 
ſiſtence, as effectually as if he ſpoiled him 
by violence. 1 may inſtill the principles 
of Religion and Virtue into another, or 
corrupt him, by my words, as really and 
effectually as by my example and actions; 
it is not therefore ſtrange that a righteous 
God ſhould judge us for them. The more 
quick therefore the motions of the tongue, 
and the more difficult it is to govern them, 


the more reaſon there is for frequently in- 


culcating this truth, that by our words we 


all be juſtified, or by our words condenned. 


Was this thoroughly believed and con- 
idered, what a happy change would it pro- 


duce in converſation, and in the commerſe 


of the world; and for want of its being ſo, 


i 
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bow many evils prevail; ſo many, that 


it is hard to ay whether upon the whole 
ri as it is ordinarily uſed, be more a 
bleſſing than a curſe. * The tongue is a fire, 
a world of iniquity; it defileth the whole 
body, ſetteth on Se the courſe of nature, and 
is ſet on fire of hell, What a ſevere, but 
what a juſt deſcription is this of the abuſe 
of ſpeech, To prevent our converſation 
from being chargeable with this guilt, let 
us frequently meditate on the account we 
muſt give of our words. This will not on- 
ly reſtrain us from all Hing, from all im- 
pure and malicious converſation ; from every 
word that would injure the virtue, peace, 
or welfare of our neighbour ; and moſt of 
all from whatever would manifeſt a con- 
tempt of the ſupream Majeſty, as common 
ſwearing, profane curſing and the like; but 
will alſo excite us to imploy this noble gift 
of our Creator, in a manner ſome way 
worthy the defign of the giver, It will 
ingage us to bear in roy wo not only an 
innocent, but an uſeful will cut off 
the impertinences, as 24 as the abuſes of 
ſpeech; and ingage us to communicate ſen- 
timents which may increaſe the knowledge, 
animate the virtue and piety, lighten the 
lorrows, and improve the rational ſatisfacti- 
ons of thoſe with whom we converſe; at 


leaſt innocently entertain and relieve them, 


amidſt 
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amidſt the fatigues, and cares, and vexations 
that attend this mortal life. Nothing that 
might betray in ourſelves, or produce in 
others, a looſe, a profane, or malicious tem- 
Far would ever eſcape from thoſe, wha 
now and conſider they muſt ſhortly give 
an account of their diſcourſe. ®" Their ſpeech 
will be always with grace, or amiable and 
benevolent, ſeaſoned with ſalt ; and ſuch as 
may miniſter advantage to the hearers. 
How little do they who moſt need this 
conſideration, attend to the account they 
muſt give of their words unto God, How 
many make no ſcruple of inventing, or 
lightly taking up, and induſtriouſly ſpread- 
ing calumnies, by which friendſhips are diſ- 
ſolved, the quiet of families broken, the re- 
putation and uſefulneſs of the well-deſerving 
ruined, the modeſt and innocent pierced to 
the heart, and diſguſts, quarrels, uncharita- 
bleneſs, and injuries every where multiplied, 
How many who indulge themſelves in ſuch 
ractices, have yet the face to put them- 
ſelves off for good perſons, becauſe perhaps 
they ſcruple picking a pocket, or commit- 
ting lewdneſs. But * the judgment of God, 
againſt thoſe who commit theſe things, is al. 
ways according to truth, Where this abuſz 
of ſpeech is equally miſchievous to ſociety, 
and diſcovers equal malignity of heart, with 
other vices which all agree to brand a 
mo! 
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moſt guilty, it will receive from a righte- 
ous God an equal condemnation, and ſhould 
therefore be with equal care avoided by us. 
The Lyar who quite perverts the uſe of 
ſpeech, the mutual communication of ſen- 
timents, knowledge, and truth, muſt there- 
fore with reaſon expect the condemnation 
ſo often threatened to him in Scripture ; they 
from whoſe mouths flow filthy: and corrupt 
communication, mult expect to be excluded 
from the * heavenly Ferujalem, into which 
nothing that defileth can enter: and as for 
the dealers in profane oaths and curſes, (could 
i ſuſpect there were any ſuch among my 
Audience) I would aſſure them, that they 
muſt ſoon appear before a God, whoſe ma- 
jeſty and authority they will find much 
too ſacred to be trifled with; and ſuffer a 
damnation too dreadful to be wantonly im- 
precated on their own heads, or on others; 
unleſs a bitter repentance and an intire re- 
formation prevent it. 


3. Omiſjions of duty will be inquired into, 


conſidered, and puniſhed, as well as afua! 


fins, Too many content themſelves with a 
negative righteouſneſs. They are not pro- 
fane, intemperate, or unjuſt, and therefore 
they hope to come off well at laſt, though 
they neglect to cultivate a pious and divine 
temper, and though they are without cha- 
rity to the neceſſitous, and unconcerned for 


the 


z Revel. xxi. 27, 


te. ls... Ad 


188 * © Of the Action: 


the happineſs of their fellow-creatures, - In 
direct oppoſition to the hopes of ſuch per- 
ſons, our Lord relates the tranſactions of 
the laſt day, Matt. xxv. 41. — in which 
relation, the condemnation of men for ac. 
tual ſins is not mentioned, becauſe the guilty 
in theſe could not hope to eſcape, when 
omiſſious of doing good were ſentenced to 
ſo great a puniſhment. Then ſhall he jay 
to them on his left band, depart from me ye 
curſed into everlaſiing fire, prepared far the 
Devil and his Angels, For I was hungry, 
aud ye gave me no meat; 1 was thirty, and 
Je gave me no drink; a flranger, and ye 
Zook me not in; naked, and ye cloathed me 
not. Nor is there any thing ſtrange or ſe- 
vere in this procedure, Sins of omiſſion 
may be ſo circumſtanced, as to be more 
guilty than many ſins of commiſſion. A 
perſon ſituated advantageouſly for the know- 
edge and the love of God, for retirement 
and devotion, and who, neglecting to im- 
prove this ſituation, indulges an earthly fen- 
tual ſpirit, may be more criminal than one, 
who through great ignorance of God falls 
into curſing and fwearing ; as he manifeſts 
a more inexcuſable diſregard to God, and 
contempt of his favour, the value of which 
he knew or might have ſo cafily known, The 


omiſſion of an act of charity to a perſon 


in extreme diſtreſs, by one capable of re- 
lieving him, may have ten times the inhuma- 
nity 
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nity and guilt in it, of an injury done to 
another, by one under a ſudden and vi- 
olent paſſion. 

Let me think ſeriouſly of this. I can- 
not perhaps charge myſelf with profaneneſs, 
and open contempt of God, and of his 
worſhip, but have I not omitted number- 
leſs opportunities for attaining a clearer ap- 
_ prehenfion, and firmer belief of his Perfec- 
tions and Providence, a more frequent gra- 
titude and habitual devotedneſs to him? 
Have I not ſacrificed many opportunities of 
this kind, if not to criminal indulgences, 
yet to mean and trifling amuſements? Have 
I not too often reſtrained prayer before God? 
Hath every Morning ſtatedly a witneſs to 
freſh favours from God, been witneſs to 
freſh acts of gratitude and love to him? 
Have I been conſtant and faithful in ſe- 
cret duties, which are abſolutely neceflary 
to maintain the divine life in vigour, and 


to prepare me for an acceptable diſcharge | 


of the other duties of the chriſtian life? I 
have not perhaps knowingly injured others, 
or ſeduced them to vice, but have I not 


omitted many favourable opportunities for 


doing them good, either in their body, 
mind, or reputation? And have I abounded 
in inſtances of generofity and charity, as 
I have abuunded in riches? The grace of 
God appeared to teach me, not only 10 de— 
ny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, but to live 

ſoberly, 
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190 Of the Actions &c. | | 
| ſoberly, rightecuſiy, and godly, looking for and 
haſtening unto the coming of the day of Chriſt. 
My Judge commands me not only to ? aþ- 
ſtain from all appearance of evil, but to love 
| the Lord my God with all my heart, and 
1 foul, and flrength, and my neighbour as niy- 
3 felf. Am I not therefore obliged, as } 
| would not knowingly incur the condem- 
nation of the laſt day, to improve every 
opportunity and advantage granted me for 
| the increaſing in the knowledge and love 
{ of God, and in every virtue? 

| Allied to this is the next particular, 

| 4. We muſt be judged as to our in- 
provement or waſte of the abilities and ad- 
vantages for doing good which we have 
| poſſeſt, and rewarded or puniſhed accord- 
| ingly. But of this, and what remains on 
| this important Subject, I ſhall treat in my 
next Diſcourſe. 

| ' x The, v. 22. Luke x. 27, 28. 
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Of the Actions for which we ſhall 
be called to an Account. 
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For we muſt all appear before the Fudgment 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his Body, according to 
that be hath done, whether it be _ 
bad. 


or 


ble progreſs in treating the 
. laſt important truth I ob- 
| Y * YE ſerved in this account which 
SF; (==, St. Paul gives of a future ge- 
| WA neral Judgment, v2. its tak- 
ing cogniſance of all our thoughts and adli- 
ons of a moral kind, while we live in theſe 
bodies, on our trial for eternity, I have 
ſhown, that our moſt ſecret thoughts, de- 


fires, and intentions will be brought to light, 


and our character and ſtate be in a great 
meaſure determined by them; that our 
Words alſo will be brought into Judgment; 

and 
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and that it will be inquired, what good we 
have omitted to do, for which we bad abi- 
lity and opportunity. I now proceed to 
| another particular ſubject of inquiry al- 
lied to this. 
2 4. We muſt be judged at laſt as to our 
| improvement or waſte of our talents, that 
is, of the abilities and means of doing good 
| which we have poſſeſt, and rewarded or 
| puniſhed accordingly. This our Lord the 
| Judge inculcates with the greateſt clearneſs 
| and ſtrength in the two * Parables of the 
| pounds, and of the 7alents, committed by 
| a Lord to his ſervants. He who improv- 
ed ten pounds well, was ſet over ten cities; 
he who managed froe well, over five cities; 
while he who napfined up his, though he 
did not waſte it, was caſt into outer dark- 
| neſs, where is weeping, and wailing, and 
| gnaſbing of teeth, The generality inſtead 
of regarding the talents in their hands, as 
| excitements to a chearful diligence, and 
truſts which will increaſe their account, 
1 are apt to regard them as an excuſe for 
ſloth and negligence. They injoy, it may 
be, the advantages of a religious education, 
| and the beſt inſtructions for holineſs and 
happineſs, and are ſurrounded with the 
feweſt temptations to vice, yet content them- 
ſelves with ſuch mean attainments in pt- 
| ety and goodneſs, as it would be even dif- 
| flicult 


- Luke xix. 12. Matt. XXV. 14.1 
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ficult for them not to reach; with eſcaping 
the grofſer pollutions of the world, while 
they make not a proficiency in holineſs and 
in the divine life, in any meaſure proporti- 
oned to the advantages which they injoy. 
When they might and ought to live in a 
conſtant delightful intercourſe of veneration, 
love, gratitude, dependence, and refignation 
towards God, and receiving from him peculiar 
marks of his gracious preſence, and ſpecial 
approbation, they content themſelves with a 
devotion that is ſcarce warm enough to be 
term'd living. Others think their wealth, 
and thoſe eaſy and affluent circumſtances 
whercin they are placed by God, and the 
larger ſhare they have of his bounties, an ex- 
cuſe from a diligent attendance on his wor- 


ſhip, a lively gratitude to him, an active zeal - 


in his ſervice, a humble ſenſe of their de- 
pendence upon him, and a ſerious concern 
to improve his gifts agreably to his intention 
in beſtowing them : but ſuch perſons ſhould 
know and conſider, that“ fo whom he bath 
given much, of them he will as the more; 
that inferior degrees of piety, charity, zeal, 
and uſetuineſs, will be accepted and rewarded 
in others, than are neceſſary for their falva- 
tion, A man who has but half a talent, it 
he improves it, and preſents one to his Lord, 
ſhall be owned as a faithful ſervant and re- 
warded ; while he who was intruſted wit! 


N ten 


* 


* Luke xii. 48. 
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ten talents, if he returns but fen, will haye 
the doom of the unprofitable ſervant. Ang 
there 1s the greateſt reaſon and equity in thi; 
procedure, 

Have I then a clearer knowledge and 
more worthy apprehenſions of God than 
others, and opportunities for riſing to the 
moſt juſt and lovely conceptions of bim, and 
of his diſpenſations to mankind ? I will en. 
deavour to rife to a love and devotedneſs to 
God anſwerable to theſe, and not lock 
with contempt on one of lower attainment: 
who perhaps has improved his ſingle talent 
better than I have done my five, and mad: 
further advances in real goodneſs, proper al. 
lowance being given for his difficulties and 
diſadvantages. Have I time upon my hands 
uningaged by the troubleſome cares of lite, 
and the proviſion for a preſent ſublittence! 
Inſtead of waſting this in amuſements and 
pleaſures, which will ſenſualize my ſoul, 
vitiate my taſte for true happineſs, and unft 
me for the ſatisfactions of virtue and devo- 
tion, I will rejoice in the goodneſs of God, 
who hath thus put it into my power to ant. 
cipate on earth the pleaſures of heaven; and 
apply myſelf more conſtantly to that read. 
ing, meditation, prayer and praiſe, whicl, 
will yield me the moſt clear and conſtant 
ſizht of God, transform me more into he 
image, and give me the greateſt reliſh an 
injoyment of thoſe ſatisfactions, the moll 

abundant 
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abundant and perfect injoyment of which con- 
ſtitutes a principal part of the happineſs of 
heaven. If I do not thus act, I ſhall have 
juſt reaſon to fear I may be forever excluded 
from it; who preferred any pleaſures before 
it, and was only ſollicitous for ſo much Re- 
ligion as I hoped would fave me from hell. 
Am I rich in this world? I will conſider 
my wealth, not merely as the means of lead- 
ing a luxurious and ſplendid life, like that of 
the rich man in the parable, leaſt I ſhare his 
doom; but I will conſider riches as given 
me by God, to qualify me to be happy like | 
God in doing good, in giving eaſe to the 
pained, ſupplies to the neceſſitous, and joy | 
and comfort to the diſtrefled : I will as at- - =o 
tentively ſeek out, and as readily embrace op- | 
portunities for this, as the voluptuous do op- 
portunities for indulging their ſenſes : and 
then whereas their pleaſures periſh in the 4 


uſing, and are followed with a dreadful | 
reckoning, and a heavy condemnation for 
abuſing the gifts of God, the pleaſure I now | 
take in doing good will prepare me to be 
perfectly happy in that world, where I ſhall 


ſee good and happineſs abound to all who are 
fit to be happy; and I ſhall hear from my 
moſt benevolent Redeemer and Judge that | 
tranſporting ſentence, which will fix my 
happineſs for eternity, © Well done, good and 

Jaithful ſervant. 


N 2 Every 


Matth. XXV. 22. 


** * of 
— — Hgcg— pd—j—— — — — — — — 


196 Of the Actions 
Every ability, capacity, or opportunity, 
for becoming pious and uſeful, is a truſt, the 
value of which our great Governor perfectly 
knows, and for which he will call us to a 
ſtrict account. Let us therefore often exa- 
mine ourſelves, whether we have made that 
improvement of our underſtanding, wealth, 
and influence, in works of piety and charity, 
which becomes thoſe, who mult be judged 
by a Lord, who when he lived upon earth 
* went about doing good, exerting himſeli to 
the utmoſt for the honour of God and the 
happineſs of mankind, and who when doing 
good filled up the whole day, took a grcat 
part of the © night for devotion, was ftraitned 
till his work was accompliſhed, and readily 
offered up his life to finiſh it. Can I hope 
that this Judge will approve me, if inſtead 
of imitating him herein, I give myſelf up 
to ſenſual and ſelfiſh indulgences, manifeſt a 
contempt for his example, and for the ends 
which he purſued, and for that immortal 
glory and happineſs to which he hath thus 
ſhewn me the way? How many opportuni- 
ties, and what large treaſures of heayculy 
bliſs, which the beſt improvement of theſe 
would have ſecured, have I loſt irrecover- 
ably? I will double my diligence for the 
future, the work is excellent, the afliſtance: 
promiſed are divine, and the reward is infi- 
nite ; 


* Acts x. 38. Luke v. 16. vis 12. xii. 30. 
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nite; I will be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
as I know that my labour 1s not in vain in the 
Lord. I will value the continuance of my 
life, as the continuance of opportunities for 
riſing to a more exalted piety and holineſs ; 
an increaſe of wealth, as an increaſe of the 
capacity and means of doing good, of imi- 
tating the divine beneyolence and injoying 
the godlike ſatisfactions of communicating 
happineſs; that ſo when my Lord comes he 
may ſay unto me, Thou haſt been faithful in 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over ma- 
ny; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

5. We ſhall be accountable for the influ- 
ence our actions have had upon others, and 
the /ins into which we have led them. It 
we endeavour to improve well our influence 
over others, and to form and excite them to 
piety and virtue, we have this to comfort 
ond encourage us, that ſhould our beſt endea- 
vours prove unfucceſsful to them, we our- 


lelves ſhall by no means loſe our reward. 
What the Prophet ſpeaks in the perſon of ' 
Chriſt, is applicable to all who ſincerely 


endeavour to promote the ſame deſign. 
* Though 1ſrael be not gathered, yet I ſhall be 
glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God 
ſpall be my flrength. Ill ſucceſs may approve 
our conſtancy and devotedneſs to the work, 
and heighten our virtue; and then inſtead of 

N 3 leſſening 
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leſſening it ſhall increaſe the ſplendour of 


our crown, and the value of our reward, 
Scarce any 1n appearance could be more un- 
ſucceſsful than our Lord, while he con- 
verſed upon earth, tho' none more able, 
wiſe, zealous, and faithful ; and none are 10 
glorious in the eyes of God as he, This there- 
fore ſhould mightily incourage us in doing 
good, or endeavouring it. 
And the conſideration that we muſt anſwer 
for the ill influence of our actions upon 
others, which we might eaſily have foreſeen 
and prevented, ſhould make us very cautious 
to avoid all ſinful practices, and all appear- 
ance of evil. I hoſoever, faith our Judge, 
ſhall offend, or cauſe to fall, one of thoſe little 
ones who believe in me, it acere better for him, 
that a mill-/tone were banged about his neck, and 
that be were drowned in the depth of the ſea. 
And St, Paul from a regard to the day of 
Judgment exhorts us, not to % our liberty 10 
the ſcandal or fall of GEDEr's, not to defiroy 
with our meat one for woom Chriſt died; fince 
we muſt all give an account of curſelves unto 
God. Fow circumſpe&t therefore ſhould 
perſons of rank and character and influence 
be, leaſt by the force of their example they 
ſatally draw others to vice and ruin. Sins 
which terminate on myſelf may be expi- 
ated by a fincere repentance thro' the blood 
of Chriſt ; but how ſhall I be purged mo 
{Nc 


A Matt, xviii. 6. l Rom. XIV, 12216. 
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the guilt of thoſe fins by which I have ruined 
others; when perhaps I cannot know all 
whom I have fatally influenced, or it is out 
of my power to repair the injury done them ? 
O righteous God, how will they be able to 
bear the weight of their fins, and of their 
puniſhment! And what terrour does this 
weak to all of this character, who not only 
by converſation and example pervert thoſe 
who live with them, corrupting the princi- 
ples and morals of the age, being men of 
wit and figure, but who by their profane or 
l:wd writings convey the infection down to 
poſterity, and draw numbers into perdition 
after they themſelves have left the ſtage, 
and are receiving their juſt puniſhment ot 
their aggravated guilt! Who would prefer the 
van reputation of men of uncommon wit 
and penetration, or the profits of a well ſea- 
ſoned piece of vice and prolaneneſs, before 
the favour of almighty God, their own great 


obligations to him, and their happineſs to 


eternity, and the everlaſting happineſs of 
numbers, not only their cotemporaries, but 
tor ſeveral ſucceeding ages? They who thus 
ict the part of Tempters, of Devils, and in- 
cur their guilt, * o2/l be caſt into the fire pre- 
fared for the Devil and bis angels, and re- 
lemble them in miſery, as they have done in 
wickedneſs, In my publick actions there- 
lore, I will not only confider thein as they 
N 4 relate 
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relate to God and to myſelf, but their 
probable conſequences with regard to others , 
and never for the ſake of any pleaſure or pro- 
fit do an action, which may in any degree 
diſappoint an end ſor which the Son of God 
became incarnate and died, as I would not 
be condemned by him at laſt. 

This Subject offers us various practical Re- 
flections; 1 will take notice of three or four, 
and conclude. 

1. What conſiderate perſon but muſt be 
amazed at the groſs negligence of the genera- 
lity, in relation to their moral conduct ! Who 
that obſerved them could eaſily believe they 
were reaſonable and immortal Beings on their 
trial for eternity, capable of riſing to the pei- 
tection of goodneſs and of happineſs for 

everlaſting ; and liable to fall thro”. a diſte- 
gard to their conduct into everlaſting perdi. 
tion; and that every action of their lives 
would be brought into Judgment ? Weis 
they to die like the brutes, were their action: 
to be forever forgotten, and they nothing ate: 
death, could they be more regardleſs of the 
laws of God, and leſs careful to avoid fin, 
to practiſe their duty, and improve their op. 
portunities for piety and goodneſs, than they 
are? What a fatal ſtupidity and infatuation is 
this! Not one of you who hear me, bot 
within a few years at moſt muſt be removed 
hence by death, and after death be brought 
to Judgment, Whether you think of it, © 


10! 
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not, provide againſt it or not, appear you 
muſt, and be judged. It is not more certain 
that you now live reaſonable and free crea- 
tures, that you hear and know the will of 
God, than that he will call you to account 
for your conduct, your private and publick, 
your perſonal and relative behaviour, as Pa- 
rents or Children, Maſters or Servants. You 
(hall be examined as to your piety towards 
God, your faith and love to Jeſus, your juſ- 
tice and charity to others, and your ſobriety 
and purity in regard to yourſelves. You know 
this to be the unaltcrable appointment of al- 
mighty God, who has given you full aſſu- 
rance that his Son ſhall jadge the world, by 
raiſing him from the dead. What ſtronger 
aſſurance would you have? And what is 
there in life equally important for you to 
mind? One would think on the firſt ſerious 
conſideration of this great truth, that we 
muſt all foon be judged and ſentenced for 
eternity, perſons ſhould lay afide all their 
thoughts, concerns, and purſuits, and apply 
themſelves wholly to this great concern, un- 
till they were heartily ingaged in that courſe 
of life which their Judge will approve; and 
ſhould endeavour with their greateſt care to 
preſerve themſelves in it thro' remaining life. 
And yet is it not viſible, there is nothing re- 
lating to them that is leſs regarded by the 
generality ? My Friends, this negligence and 


folly admit of no excuſe, You know. you | 


mutt 
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muſt be judged ; I repeat it again from the 
Word of God, He vill bring every work inte 
Judgment, with every ſecret thing — Be you 
regard leſs of your Actions, of his Laws, and 
of the laſt Judgment, at your peril. 

2. Will every thought and action be 
brought into Judgment ? This ſhould teach 
us an habitual ſerioufneſs and circumſpettion in 
our conduct, and make us attentive to the 


whole of it, ſince God now attends to it, 
and Chriſt will judge us for it. Could we 


hide our thoughts or actions from the divine 
inſpection, or evade the inquiry of the laſt 
day, we might have ſome plauſible excuſe 
for trifling, and for thoughtleſneſs as to the 
preſent virtue or viciouſneſs of our actions, 
and their future conſequences; but ſince we 
cannot, why ſhould we neglect them? Shut- 
ting our eyes will not remove the danger, nor 
forgetting our Judge prevent his coming to 
Judgment. It may indeed be painful at firſt 
to maintain an habitual circumſpection, and a 
conſtant regard to a future ſtate; to confider 
before every deliberate and doubtful action, 
whether it be agreeable to the laws of Chriſt, 
and will ftand his inquiry at laſt; it will re- 
{train many a favourite paſſion, and daſh 
ſome darling joys, and will require labour 
and ſtruggling with ourſelves — But then 
conſider, it is ab/olutely neceſſary, eternity de- 
pends upon it; and the rewards of fidelity, 


of ſerious diligence, and fervent devotion 


thro 
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thro! eternity, will infinitely overpay a mo- 
ment's labour. And did we accuſtom our- 
ſelves every Evening ſeriouſly to review our 
temper and conduct, as under the divine ob- + 
ſervation now, and ſoon to be judged by his 
Son; and endeavour to obtain his pardon for 
what we found amiſs, by a ſincere repent- 
ance and effectual reſolutions of amendment; 
this practice would naturally form us to an 
habitual caution not to offend, and a ſteddy 
concern to pleaſe God ; wouid ſoon keep us 
from doing what would make the thought of 
a future Judgment burdenſome to us; and 
conſcious to a ſincere and prevailing concern 
to pleaſe God, we ſhould rejoice to think 
that we ated under his obſervation, who was 
a lover of goodneſs and piety, and who 
would not ſuffer one ſincerely good deſire, 
purpoſe, or endeavour to pals unrewarded, 
When we have made this practice habi- 
tual, the advantage we ſhall find in being re- | 
trained from every irregular purſuit, and i 
ſaved from the ſhame and pain of frequent 
guilty reflections, the growing ſatisfactions 
we ſhould injoy in the proſpect of the glori- 
ous coming of our Judge, the rational ho 
of being approved by him, tranſported with 
his {miles and made everlaſtingly happy by his 
lentence, theſe ſatisfactions and hopes will | 
| 


more than make us amends at preſent, for all 
we ſhould loſe or ſuffer by this conſtant re- T 
zard to a future Judgment, We may injoy 
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the ſatisfactions of knowledge and truth, of 
divine love, of a generous friendſhip, of x 
temperate and rational uſe of the bounties of 
Providence, and of improving theie to the 
_ pleaſures of an extenſive benevolence, and x 


noble gratitude to God ; theſe pleaſures we 
may freely injoy, even under conſtant appre. 
henſions of a final Judgment; yea, the more 
we regarded it, to the more advantage ſhould 
we injoy theſe fatisfactions, We ſhould 
not then, in order to be quiet within, be te- 
duced to the wretched ſhift of forgetting that 
we ce mortal and accountable; and of over. 
looking the danger of periſhing forever, in- 
ſtead of providing againſt it, and avoiding 
it, Our delights would not be embittered 
by the frequent fears and forebodings of 
death; which in ſpite of all our art, the 
fickneſſes and calamities of life that we ſee 
or ſuiter, and the frequent deaths of our ac- 
quaintance, will force upon us. And then 
by this habitual regard to a future Jude- 
ment we ſhall have this further advantage, 
that we may always have ſome great and 
worthy deſign in hand, even the deſign of 
our own immortal perfection and felicity, 
which we may always advance, And while 
time and the like are loads upon others, we 


ſhall be diſpoſed to improve them for the 


purpoſes of virtue, devotion, and for the 
intereſts of eternity; ends only worthy ot 


immortal minds, our ſucceſs as to which 


2 | will 
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will abundantly compenſate us for all the 
labour and circumſpection of a life moſt 


ſtrictly pious ; and which if we now neglect. 


them, will force themſelves upon our atten- 
tion at laſt, and furniſh matter for the moſt 
ſevere and deſpairing reflections. 

Were there a time when God did not re- 
gard us, were there a criminal liberty or in- 
dulgence for which he would not call us to 
a reckoning, we might then give up the 
reins to frolick mirth, and unthinking gay- 
ety; but fince God is always preſent, and 
always attentive, can we ever think it rea- 
ſonable to be unattentive ? 

3. Muſt we be accountable for all our 
faults, and for all our injoyments? This con- 
ſideration ſhould make us eaſie under the 
different diſpenſations of Providence to us, 
and our different conditions in the world. 
Were this life the whole of our exiſtence, 
there might be ſome reaſon to complain of 
the inequality of our portions in it; or were 
our future ſtate to be determined by our 
preſent external circumſtances: but when 
this life is only a ſtate of trial for another, 
and the trial laſts but for a day, in compari- 
{on of the duration of the bleſſedneſs which 
will reward our behaving well; and when 
the inquiry at laſt will be, not what was our 
former ſtation or character, but how we acted 
our parts, we can have little pretence to com- 


plain. 
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plain, They who are in the ſtraiteſt world 
circumſtances, and ſhut out from all the lux. 
ury and grandeur of this lite, are yet equally 
capable ot attaining the favour of God, the 
glories of the laſt day, and the bleſſedneſs of 
heaven, with the greateſt and richeſt. You 
who are poor, may be pious, juſt, humble, 
compaſſionate, reſigned ; you may live with 
a continual regard to God, under a ſenſe of 
his favourable preſence with you, and cheared 
with the proſpect of immortal bleſſedneſs, to 
which you are every hour drawing ncater; 
and have you then reaſon to complain, merely 
becauſe another acts his part in finer cloths, 
with more attendants, and the like for a day? 
The wiſdom of God appointed your circum- 
ſtances, and placed you in thoſe which he 
law you beſt able to improve; inſtead then of 
wiſhing you had been in others, and thinking 
how you would then have behaved, think 
that infinite wiſdom knows what is beſt for 
you, and chearfully comply with the deſigns 
of infinite goodneſs. 

What ſignifies it whether you are a Servant 
or a Maſter, poor or rich, famous or unknown 
for a few hours, when you have before you 
an eternity, wherein it is in your power to be 
happy to the extent of your faculties, to bc 
rich with the treaſures of God, and to be 
glorious in the eſteem and friendſhip of An- 
gels and Saints? The diſtinctions and poſſeſ- 


ſions for which you are apt to envy others, 
| are 
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are truſts which they are obliged to improve, 
and for which they are to account ; and their 
abuſe of theſe, which is perhaps the thing at 


which you repine, and for which you envy 


them, will but increaſe their eternal con- 


demnation and miſery, 

Let not the poor then envy the rich, nor 
the rich deſpiſe the poor; for another world, 
for eternity God hath ſet them on a level; 
and all have it in their power to raiſe them- 
ſelves as advantageouſly as they can deſire. 
Inſtead therefore of being ſollicitous about 
external circumſtances, let us apply ourſelves 
every one to the beſt diſcharge of our du- 
ties, to the beſt improvement of our ſtati- 
ons, and of the talents which we poſſeſs. 

Or has God taken wealth from us? We 
cannot indeed 1njoy it for a few remaining 
hours, be liberal with it, and the like; but 
we may be patient, reſigned, heavenly ; we 
may never the leſs ſecure the favour of God 
and the bleſſedneſs of heaven; and is the loſs 


worth regarding? The perſon who acts the 


Hero oppreſt with evils, and falling at laſt 
under them, if he act well his part, is as 
greatly honoured and rewarded, as if he had 
reprefented ſucceſſful virtue; nay more, if 
his part had more difficulty in it, and he 
performed it better, Leave it then chear- 
fully to God to determine your characters in 
life, as to wealth or poverty, honour or ob- 
icurity, health or ſickneſs ; and let it be your 

only 
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only concern to act well the part he aflign; 


you, to fill well the relations in which you are 
placed, and to improve your advantages for 


virtue, piety, and life eternal. This is in 


your power, and thus to render yourſelves 
glorious and happy forever ; and is it then of 
great importance, whether your day of trial 
was bright or cloudy, ſtormy or calm ? 

4. This conſideration that every though: 
and action will be brought into Judgmant, 
ſhould make us humble under a conviction 
of our manifold fins and defects; and teach 
us to value our privilege by the Goſpel, that 
we ſhall be judged by the Son of God who 
was alſo the Son of man, and rewarded thro' 
his mer:ts, who will | efteem himſelf rewarded 
in our happineſs. Who is there of us, bu: 
after a ſerious review of his temper and con- 
duct, under the apprehenſion of the final 
Judgment, muſt ſee reaſon to caſt himſclf 
with the deepeſt humility before the Mercy- 
Seat, and to cry out, Enter not into 
* Fudgment with thy ſervant, O Lord, tor | 
cannot anſwer thee for one of a thouſand!” 
We have ſinned in thought, in word, and in 
deed, have omitted our duty, and been idle 


and flothful ſervants. What a relief is it un- 
der a ſenſe of our fins, that our judge is our 


Saviour and Friend; who * was partaker of 
fleſh and blood, and lived upon earth, that he 


might 


1 John xvii. 1-3, 20-24, Pf. cxliii. 2. 
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might have 4 feeling of our infirmities, 
and of the difficulties and temptations with 
which we are incompaſſed, and make ever 

favourable allowance for them! And that he 
hath by his unparallelled devotedneſs to his 
Father's honour, and condeſcending love to 
Mankind, by his » perfect obedience unto 
death, recovered for our imperfect race the 
grant of immortality ; in which the meaneſt 
fincere Chriſtian may injoy a happineſs equal 
to his deſires and capacities, and infinitely 
exceeding his beſt deſerts ! It 1s certain, the 
Merit of Chriſt, great as it is, can be no 
cover for the impenitence and continued 
wickedneſs of any one finner, for obſtinate 
idlene(s and unfaithfulneſs. An all-knowing 
God muſt ſee every perſon and character to 
be what they really are in themſelves, and 
| can never ſuppoſe. the character or obedience 
of Chriſt to be ours; and for the ſame rea- 
lon that he loved the holineſs and obedience 


of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt be diſ- 


pleaſed with and reject us, if we are unholy 
and difobedient. Notwithſtanding all that 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered, a wiſe and holy 
God cannot but approve and demand our 
perſonal obedience and devotedneſs to him; 
bey, more indiſpenſibly require it, on ac- 
count of the expence he has been at, by the 


*Xample in fleſh, and by the ſufferings and | 


death of his own Son, to form us to a tem- 
Oo per 


* Rom, v, 12—21, 1 Cor, xv. 22, Philip. ii. 8. 
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With this Exhortation let me conclude the 
Reflections, which offer themſelves, whe! 
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per and life like his ; and the more be dif. 


| pleaſed with and condemn us, if we conti- 


nue unlike to him; and finally reward ot 
puniſh us according to the degrees of our 
conformity, or oppoſition. But this is our 
unſpeakable happineſs, that when God re- 
wards the ſincere piety and obedience of a 
ſhort life, he will reward it, not according 
to its imperfection, which at beſt would in- 
title us to a low degree of happineſs, but 
according to the riches of his Grace in giving 
his Son to death for us, and according to the 
greatneſs of his love to his Son, and the 
perfection and acceptableneſs of his obedi- 
ence ; who eſteems himſelf rewarded, and 
1s greatly happy in his power to make his 
faithful ſervants happy. Infinite is this hap- 
pineſs to be for ever injoyed in thoſe Man/on;, 
which Chriſt is now preparing for us, which 
will be finally diſtributed among his Saints, 
according to their greater or leſs reſemblance 
to their glorious head, and their zeal and di- 
ligence in doing good. Eternal life is th: 
gift of God thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and 
the reward of a patient continuance in Weil 
doing. Let us not therefore be flothful in 
. but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving ti! 
Lord; and be faithſul to the death, jince i: 


will give us the crown of life eternal, 


We 


P Rom, vi. 23. li. 7. 7 Rom. xli. 1 1. Rev. Il, 10 
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we conſider the extent of the laſt Judgment 
to every thought and action, which is the laſt 
important Truth contained in St, Paul's 
words, that I propoſed to conſider, 

With this alſo I ſhould have concluded 
theſe Diſcourſes on a future Judgment, but 
it may with reaſon be inquired, what will 
be the conſequences of our undergoing this 
impartial and unering Judgment ? What are 
the rewards which will be conferred on 
thoſe, who ſhall be then approved by the 
Son of God ? And what the puniſhments 
which the guilty creatures muſt ſuffer, who 
are condemned by him? I will anſwer theſe 
queſtions as nearly as I can in the words 
of divine Revelation, and thus cloſe theſe 
Diſcourſes on this moſt intereſting Subject. 

Their trial being ended, the Fudge ſhall 
ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye 
Bed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you, from before the foundation of 
the world, He will confeſs them before his 
Father, and before his holy Angels, The 
righteouſneſs, faith, and patience of the 
Saints ſhall obtain praiſe and honour, and 
glory, even pratſe from God; and he will ren- 
der glory, honour, and immortality to a pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing. To qualifie 
them for injoying all the happineſs, which 
can be expected from the unbounded muni- 
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ficence of the greateſt and beſt of Beings, 
their Bodies which are now vile, ſhall by the 
mighty power of God be changed, and faſhioned 
! like unto Chriſt's own moſt glorious body; fo 
| that the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun 
| in the kingdom of their Father ; poſſeſſing 
| Bodies glorious, powerful, ſpiritual, incorrup- 
bible, and immortal; and their * Spirits ſhall 
be made perfect in knowledge, goodneſe, and 
devotion; for that which is in part ſhall be 
dune away, and that which is perfect ſhall come, 
| They ſhall reſide * with Chrift in Paradiſe, 
| the abode of every thing that is beautiful and 
[ pleaſing ; and in the heavenly TFeruſalem, 
| where every thing abounds that is grand and 
| ſplendid ; in that City which hath glorious foun- 
[ dations, whoſe builder and maker is God. 
There they ſhall for ever injoy the imme- 
| diate preſence of God and of Jeſus ; ſhall ſee 
| | God, and behold the Redeemer face to face ; 
| 


for the City hath no need of the Sun, neither 
of the Moon to ſhine in it; but the glory of 
God lightci;s it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. "I nere they ſhall be kings and prieſts 
unto God jor ever and ever, There God 
himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God; 
and ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
| And there ſhall be no more death, neither ſor- 


. P 

| row, nor crying, nor any more pain, for the 
| former things are paſſed away; and He that 

; fiteth 

| | C'Phil. iii. 21. Matt. xiii; 43. 1 Cor. xv. 42. 
+ Heb. xit. 23. 1 Cor. min. . nn 43 
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ſiteth upon the Throne will make all things 
new, There ſhall in no wiſe enter into the 
holy city any thing that defileth ; * righteouſneſs 
alone dwelleth in the new heavens and the new 
earth, There the greateſt and moſt beauti- 
ful truths in continual ſucceſſion ſhall enter- 
tain and exalt the underſtanding, the cleareſt 
and largeſt views of the perfections, works, 
and diſpenſations of the infinite all- perfect 
Mind, ſhall continually ennoble, tranſport, 
and make them happy; make them ike 
unto God, when they fee him face to face, and 
know alſo as they are known, In conſequence 
of this they ſerve him day without night for 
ever and ever, love and obey him in pertec- 
tion; and are thus ever ſupreamly happy, 
being ever proper objects of the divine appro- 
bation and their own. They are alſo ? 20775 
Chriſt, and behold his glory, in thoſe Man/jons 
which his love is now preparing for them ; 
and to which all the grandeur and beauty of 
this world, their Scene of trial is but as the 
vcaffolding to the Palace, to be thrown aſide 
when the other is finiſhed, * There. with 
a gratitude and love worthy of his redecmed, 
worthy the juſt conceptions they will then 
have of his native greatneſs, amazing conde- 
ſcenſion and dying love, and of the value of 
the happineſs to which he hath introduced 
them, with the millions of bis redeemed, with 


golden 


f 2 Pet. iii. 13. y John XIV, 2, 3. xvli. 2.4» 
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golden harps and heavenly ſongs, in extaſies of 
gratitude, joy, wonder, and devotion, they 
ſhall aſcribe glory and honour, ſalvation, 
bleſſing and praiſe, to bim that fiteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever, 
They ſhall enter into the moſt intimate 
friendſhips and improving converſations, with 
thoſe exalted, glorious, wiſe, holy, and be- 
nevolent Beings the Angels; who will de- 
light, as they formerly revealed to * Daniel 
and to Sf. Jobn, the ſchemes and deſigns of 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, to aſſiſt us in 
tracing, diſcovering, and admiring them; 
for they ſhall be ſoined to an innumerable 
company of Angels, as well as to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, to the multitud: 
which no man can number, of the pious, wile, 
and good of every age and country ; conti- 
nually to improve alſo in their friendſhip 
and converſation ; and to be made in a manner 
infinitely happy in their compleat and evet- 
laſting happineſs. The natural conſequence 
of all which will be, that their intellectual 
and moral powers will continually improve 
and inlarge, and they ſhall advance con- 
tinually in knowledge, goodneſs, friend- 
ſhip, devotion and happineſs to eternity, For 
b tbey ſhall die no more, but are equal unto e 
Angels of God; they enter upon life eternal 


and 


2 Dams ix, 21. Rev. xxii, 8. Heb. xii. 22. Lale 
xvi. 22. Luke xx. 30. Matt, xxv. 460. 
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and are kings and prieſts unto God for ever 
and ever. 

And further, after all that is here repre- 
ſcented; or that the Goſpel of Chriſt has re- 
vealed, of the future bleſſedneſs and eternal 
reward of the Saints, it does not yet clearly 
and fully appear what they ſhall be; for eye 
hath not ſeen, nor hath ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him; in 
that happy world, where © violence and war 
and contentions will no more be heard, 
where the people are all righteous, and where 
charity, or univerſal goodneſs, never faileth, 
Where God alſo and the Redeemer have 
diſplayed the riches of their wiſdom, power, 
and love; to prepare manſions of compleat 


felicity, abodes of happineſs, worthy the love 


of God in the gift of his Son, and worthy 
the dying love of the Redeemer; and abodes 
of grandeur and glory, worthy the peculiar reſi- 
dence of the Supream and Inſinite Majeſty of 


heaven and of earth; wwho dwelleth in light to 


us at preſent znacce//tble and full of glory, 
whom no mortal hath ſeen or can ſee; and to 
whom, for his infinite love in rewarding our 
imperfect obedience during this ſhort life, 
with an advancement to his preſence, to the 
iulneſs of his favour, and of divine and ever- 

laſting bleſſedneſs, be glory and power 

and praiſe everlaſting, Amen. In theſe, and 
| the 


* 1 John iii. 2, 1 Cor. ii. 9. II. Ix, 18—21. 


4-5. 
1 81 . "I" 


„ 
_— 
— ——ä—— f — q́— — — 


216 | Of the Aftions 

the like deſctiptions, is the ineſtimable and 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs and reward of the ſin- 
cerely pious and good ſhadowed forth to us, 


who are incapable at preſent of receiving the 
full knowledge of it, in the Goſpel of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, 200 hath aboliſhed death, and brought 


life and immortality to light, 

As for the puniſhment which the guilt 
wretches mult ſuffer, who are condemned 
by the Son of God, we have the following 
mercitul warnings from Scripture. * That 
the wicked ſhall riſe to ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt ; and that God will render indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, to 
every ſoul of man that doth evil, That the 
fearful, or cowardly deſerter of religion, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whore-mongers, and adulterers, 
and drunkards, and idolators, and all hars, 
ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimſtone ; which ts the ſecond 
death. For the King will ſay to them on bis 
left hand, depart accurſed into everlaſting fire, 


prepared for the Devil and his Angels; where 


the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench- 
ed. There will be weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth, when deſpairing they ſhall 
look up to the happy abodes of the Saints on 
whic 


Dan. xii, 2. Rom. ii. 8, 9. Rev. xxi. 8. Gal 

v. 19. Matt. xxv. 41. Mark ix. 46. Luke xii 
28. xvi, 23. Matt. iii. 12. 2 Theſſ. i, 19. Matt 
x. 28. N 
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which they are caſt out, and in vain wiſh 
for the leaſt relief, for a drop of water to 
cool their tongues amidſt the flame; for like 
tares or chaff” they ſhall be conſumed with un- 
quenchable fire, ſuffer in hell the ſecond death, 
being there puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
\ the glory of his power, who is able to deſtroy 
both body and foul in hell. This is the Scrip- 
ture account of their puniſhment, than which 
we cannot conceive any thing more righteous 
and terrible, For they are for ever baniſhed 
from a heaven of rational and divine plea- 
ſures, which throughout their ſtate of trial 
they have obſtinately deſpiſed, and by eſta- 
bliſhed vice unfitted themſelves to injoy ; and 
they ſuffer a puni/oment for ſeverity * exattly 
proportioned to their guilt, ſuch as the wiſ- 
dom of God ſees neceſſary, to maintain in 
the moral world the honour of the divine go- 
vernment, and obedience to his laws; and 
ſuch as may for ever root out fin and diſo- 
bedience from the creation of God. 

And then the Son of God having fully ac- 
compliſhed the great ends of his Mediation 
and Kingdom, 5 hall deliver up the Kingdom 
to God even the Father, and himſelf be ſub- 
jett to him, that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all. 

And now having ſet fe and death, the 
ing and the curſe before you, I would 

> earneſtly 


Luke xii, 48. 1 Cor, xv, 24—28. 
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earneſtly deſire every Reader, to give to thoſe 
great things that ſerious conſideration which 
their infinite importance demands; and as 
earneſtly beg of God, to bleſs this conſi- 
deration, and make it effectual to your 
becoming wiſe and good now, and happy 
far ever ; by rouzing you to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal 


life; living henceforward as they who ex- 


pect a future Judgment and eternal recom- 
pences; never more prevailed on by any 
views of intereſt or pleaſure, to do any thing 
which may expoſe you to the condemnation 
of hell, but cheartully and conſtantly prac- 
tiſing whatever will produce the fruits of 
everlaſting peace, life, glory, and felicity. 
God infinitely good and merciful grant ws 
may all be ſo wiſe and happy! To him wh 
is able to keep us from falling, and preſent us 
faultleſs, before the preſence of bis glory, with 
exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God our Sa- 
wuiour, be glory and majeſiy, dominion and 


power, both now and ever. Amen. 


THE END, 


BOOKS printed for J. Waven, at th 
Turk's Head in Gracechurch-Street. 


The Seven following by the fame AuTHOR, 


I, C HRIST the Light of the World, or the prin- 

cipal Improvements made in Religion by Chriſ- 
tianity. Repreſented in a Sermon preached at the 
Young Mens Lecture at Exon, Price 6 d. 


II. The Character and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe, to 
whom to live is Chriſt, and to die Gain. Repreſented 
in a Sermon preached at Iliminſter in Somerſetſhire, 
on the much lamented Death of the late Reverend 
Mr. James Strong. Price 6d. 


III. The Nature of Sound Doctrine, and the En- 
couragements to preach it. Repreſented in a Charge, 
delivered at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. 
William Harris, at Wells in Somerſetſhire. Price 6 d. 


IV. Self-Dedication to God explained and recom- 
mended, with a particular View to the New Year ; and 
a Prefatory Addreſs to Youth, Price 6 d. 


V. The Prayer of King Jebeſbaphat conſidered, 
and applied to the State of ation; in a Sermon 
reached at Taunton, December 18, 1745. Being the 


y appointed for a Publick Faft, on Account of the 


War and Rebellion, Price 64, 


VI. A Dialogue on Devotion, after the Manner of 
Xenophon 3 in which the Reaſonableneſs, Pleaſure and 
Advantages of it are conſidered, To which is prefixed, 
a Converſation of Socrates on the Being and Provi- 
dence of God, tranſlated from the Greet. The Se- 
cond Edition, corrected and improved. Price 15. 


VII. Daily Devotion affifted and recommended, 


in Four Sermons ; repreſenting the principal In- 
ſtances of the Providence and Goodneſs of God, 
which every Morning and Evening offer to our 


thoughts, and the Uſe we ſhould make of them. 
rice 1 5. 6d, 
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BOOKS printed for J. Waucit, &c; 


The Seven following by the late Reverend My, 
HENRY Grove. 


I. CERMONS and Tracts, in Four Volumes Octavo. 
The Third Edition, Price bound 11. 

| II. Sermons. Being Two additional Volumes, 
Price bound 105. | 


| III. Sermons, Diſcourſes and Tracts, being Four 
| Volumes, containing all the Pieces publiſhed in his Lite- 
time: Which, with the above Six Volumes, compleats 
this Author's Works in Ten Volumes Octavo; of 
| which Collection the following are to be had 
| ſeparate. 


| IV. A Diſcourſe concerning the Nature and Deſign 
N of the Lord's-Supper, in which the principal things 
| relating to this Inſtitution are briefly conſidered, and 
| ſhewn to ariſe out of one ſingle Notion of it, viz, As 
a Memorial of the Death of Chriſt, The Fifth Edi- 
| tion. To which is added, 1. A Diſcourſe on the Ob- 

ligations of Chriftians to communicate; and an An- 
| {wer to the uſual Pleas for neglecting it. 2, Devo- 
mm 3 relating to the Lord's-Supper, Price 
Is, 64, i 


N. B. The Diſcourſe on the Obligations &c, to 
be had ſeparate, . Price 3 d. 


V. Wiſdom the firſt Spring of Action in the Deity, 
The Second Edit -— Price 1 5s. 6d. 


| VI. The Friendly Monitor; or Three Sermons, 
| 
A 


pointing out ſome of thoſe Errors and Imperfections in 

the Conduct of Chriſtians, by which they leſſen bot} 

their own Reputation, and that of Religion. The 
4 Third Edition. Price 13. | 


| VII. The Regulation of Diverſions ; deſigned prin- 
cipally for the Benefit of Young Perſons, The Second 
Edition, Price 4d. ho 


